KNOW  YOUR 
CANDIDATES! 

Who  are  these  people?  That’s 
what  we  wanted  to  know.  To 
find  out,  the  Voice  asked  the 
three  candidates  for  District  8 
supervisor  in  the  Nov.  7  election 
to  take  a  quiz  on  issues 
important  to  Noe  Valley.  Their 
completely  unexpurgated 
answers  are  on  pages  13  and  15. 
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Cafe  owner  Joe  Eadeh  may  eventually  see  flowers  in  planters  all  along  24th  Street.  But  for 
now,  the  NVA,  the  local  community  benefit  district,  is  placing  plants  in  the  tops  of  a  few 
select  trash  bins,  to  see  how  they  grow.  The  organization  is  also  holding  a  series  of  forums 
on  the  future  look  and  layout  of  Noe  Valley’s  main  drag.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


What  Kind  of 
Urban  Village 
Should  24th 
Street  Be? 

Noe  Valley  Association  Says 
Dream,  Dream,  Dream 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Downtown  Noe  Valley  is  starting  to 
look  downright  spiffy.  Dozens  of 
trees  have  been  planted  along  24th  Street, 
the  sidewalks  are  getting  cleaned  regu¬ 
larly,  and  flower  arrangements  are  crop¬ 
ping  up  in  the  least  expected  places. 

The  makeover,  carried  out  over  the  past 
six  months  or  so,  is  the  work  of  the  new 
Noe  Valley  Association  (NVA).  But  it  is 
only  the  beginning. 

The  association  last  month  announced 
plans  to  explore  how  the  commercial  cor¬ 
ridor  should  look  in  the  coming 
decades — and  has  invited  the  public  to 
help  in  the  brainstorming.  The  organiza¬ 
tion  will  hold  two  community  forums  in 
November  and  December  that  will  con¬ 
sider  three  long-range  alternatives  for  the 
business  strip. 

“If  a  Noe  Valleyan  can  dream,  here  are 
three  dreams,”  says  NVA  executive  di¬ 
rector  Debra  Niemann.  “This  is  an  im¬ 
portant  and  historical  opportunity  for  cit¬ 
izens  of  Noe  Valley  to  help  create  the 
future  of  24th  Street.” 

Bob  Johnson — 
The  TAMALE  in 
Our  Midst 

By  Lorraine  Sanders 

When  Bob  Johnson  moved  into  the 
neighborhood,  there  were  street¬ 
cars  running  down  24th  Street  and  Play- 
land-at-the-Beach  was  the  place  to  go  on 
a  sunny  day  off.  KRON-TV  had  just  be¬ 
gun  broadcasting,  Elmer  Robinson  held 
court  in  the  mayor’s  office,  and  Alcatraz 
still  housed  real  inmates. 

“I  would  drive  around  here,  and  I  just 
loved  this  neighborhood.  Then  it  was 
more  of  a  working-class  neighborhood.  It 
was  more  blue-collar,”  Johnson  remem¬ 
bers. 


She  says  the  idea  is  to  design  a  family- 
friendly  neighborhood  with  a  distinctive 
commercial  identity,  and  one  that  is  ac¬ 
cessible  to  the  entire  community.  And 
everything  from  the  feasibility  of  diago¬ 
nal  parking  on  24th  Street  to  turning  Noe 
and  Sanchez  streets  into  one-way  roads 
will  be  open  for  discussion. 

“We’re  calling  [the  proposal]  ‘Noe 
Valley’s  24th  Street:  An  Urban  Village 
Plan,”’  says  Niemann. 

Both  the  Nov.  16  and  Dec.  12  meetings 
will  start  at  7:30  p.m.  at  St.  Philip’s  Parish 
Hall  at  725  Diamond  Street.  And  anyone 
who  is  interested  is  invited  to  attend. 

The  year  was  1949,  and  Johnson  had 
just  completed  an  apartment  building  at 
the  corner  of  Sanchez  and  Liberty  streets 
in  his  favorite  San  Francisco  neighbor¬ 
hood.  He  bought  the  lot  in  1946  for 
$4,000  and  spent  another  $40,000  con¬ 
structing  the  three-unit  building.  Johnson, 
96,  still  lives  there  today. 

“It’s  my  spot,”  he  says  contentedly.  He 
loves  the  area  so  much  that  instead  of 
leaving  his  idyllic  outpost  to  travel 
around  the  country,  he  encourages  his  rel¬ 
atives  to  come  visit  him.  Though  he  never 
married  or  had  children,  Johnson  counts 
his  many  nieces  and  nephews  as  his  own. 

You  might  have  seen  this  car  enthusi¬ 
ast  zipping  around  Noe  Valley  in  his  im¬ 
peccably  clean,  red-as-candy  Mercedes 
SLK  320  convertible  (yes,  he  still  drives). 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  19 


To  help  spur  ideas  for  the  new  village, 
the  association  has  retained  Urban  Ecol¬ 
ogy,  an  urban  design  firm  with  30  years’ 
experience  in  public  spaces  and  trans¬ 
portation. 

“What  we  are  doing  is  really  looking 
at  three  different  visions  of  how  24th 
Street  should  develop  over  the  next  15  to 
20  years,”  says  Donald  Neuwirth,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  Urban  Ecology  and  a 
longtime  resident  of  Elizabeth  Street. 

The  public’s  input  from  the  November 
session  will  be  the  basis  for  a  “preferred 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  17 


LOCAL 

GEMS 


Baked  to  Perfection 

Noe  Valley  Bakery  and  Bread 
Company  All  Puffed  Up 

By  Kate  Volkman 

It’s  8  o’clock  on  a  Monday  morning,  and 
the  bakers  at  the  Noe  Valley  Bakery  and 
Bread  Company  have  been  at  work  since 
4  a.m. 

Proprietor  Michael  Gassen  and  his  as¬ 
sistants  have  already  made  the  dough  for 
sweet  and  sour  baguettes,  five  different 
kinds  of  sandwiches  on  freshly  baked 
bread,  mounds  of  cream  fillings  and  ic¬ 
ings,  and  tray  after  tray  of  cookies,  cup¬ 
cakes,  and  breakfast  pastries.  Now 
Gassen  is  firing  up  the  French  deck  ovens 
to  bake  the  baguettes. 

Gassen,  43,  knows  that  the  bakery  at 
4073  24th  Street  near  Castro  Street  has 
become  a  staple  for  customers  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  Six  hundred  people  walk  through  its 
doors  on  a  typical  day,  and  more  than 
1 ,300  cross  the  threshold  on  the  Wednes¬ 
day  before  Thanksgiving.  Ten-year  Noe 
Valley  resident  Gus  Andres  says  the  Voice 
need  look  no  further  to  find  a  local  gem: 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  2 1 


Bob  Johnson  enjoys  driving  to  Ocean  Beach  in  his  fire-engine-red  Mercedes  SLK  320.  He  also 
likes  hanging  out  with  the  morning  regulars  at  Herb’s  on  24th  Street.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


SINGLE  AGAIN? 


Now  Taking  Orders  for  Willie  Bird. 

your  Thanksgiving 

Turkey 


LOVER 

STORNETTA 


$5.00  Deposit  Requred 

Orders  Taken  Thru  1 1/19 

Thanksgiving  is  Nov.  23 

Phone  Orders 
Accepted 
415-648-3221 


Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk  I223SI 

$3.59 


64  oz.  -reg  3.89 


Heavy  Whipping  Cream 


16  oz. 
$2.89 


Organic  16  oz. 
$3.19 


Imagine  Foods 

Organic  Broth 

32  oz. -reg  3.39  _  _  » 

3  for  $6 

Imagine  Soups 

32  oz.  reg  3.89 

2  for  $5 


Capricorn  Coffee 

Organic  Fair  Trade 
Dark  French  Coffee 


Bulk -reg  8.991b. 


R.  W.  Knudsen 

Sparkling  Fruit  Juices  Breyer's 

750  mi  reg  3.49 +crv  IceCream 

Organic  Apple  $1.99  56  oz.  -reg  5.99 


$6.99  lb. 


VEGETMlfAH 


Pear 

Cranberry 


$3.99 


Clover  Sour  Cream 

Regular  or  Light 

16  oz.  Organic  16  oz. 
$2.39  $2.59 


Holiday  Egg  Nog 


Earth’s  Best 

Organic  Infant 
Formula  with  Iron 

13.2  oz.  -reg  17.99 

$14.99 


Mineral  Waters  Lozvfat 


32  oz.  64  oz.  Organic  32  oz. 
$2.19  $3.99  $3.79 


New  Hours! 
8:00am -9:00pm 

Everyday! 


We  Accept 

ATMCirds 
DtscoverCards 
MasterCard  Si  Visa 
Cash  A  Checks 
Electronic  Food  Stamps  dEBT 


ATM 


Yogurt 


all  flavors 
6oz.  -reg  1.19 


899 


GOOD  LIFE  GROCERY 


SsIg  Prices  effective 

November  i  -  24, 2006  448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94110 


-4-—J 

lP^ 


Clinical  skincare  with  a  caring  touch  . 

Providing,  innovative,  results-oriented 
skincare  treatments  &  products: 

-<v  scientifically  advanced  peels 
-ty  deep  pore  cleansing  facials 
-07  ultrasonic  facials  for  superior 
exfoliation  and  hydration 
thorough  skin  analysis 

and,  a  lovely  garden  to  relax  in  before  or 
after  your  treatment. 

Other  services  offered:  -sc  waxing 

lash  &  brow  tinting  ■%>  gloMinerals  makeup 

Gift  certificates  available. 

andrea  sanchez,  licensed  aesthetician 

3496  22nd  street  @  dolores  |  open  mon.  &  thurs.-sat. 
call  for  an  appointment  |  41 5  553  3937 
www.totalskincarebyandrea.com 


Tried  online  dating  with 
disappointing  results?  Call 

^ntnoducticMA 

Personal  not  virtual  intros  by  Marsha  Winer,  MA 
The  Premier  Matchmaker  for  the  Bay  Area’s  most 
eligible  &  discerning 
Celebrating  23  years  in  business 
Preview  photos  before  joining 
Sunday  appointments  available 


Mention  this  ad 
for  Special  Rate 


415-388-0118  •  1-888-4AMATCH 

www.introsbymarsha.com 


Family  Christmas  Concert  with 


Marcus  Shelby  J 

ft: 

Christmas  Jazz,  y 


Christmas  Jazz,  y 

Sincualong, 

anwbiusical  instrument 
show  &  tell  % 


/Alice's 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 

<§> 

Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


photo  -  Stuart  locklear 
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MARKET  •  DELI  •  CATERING  •  FRESH  PRODUCE  •  MEATS 


what  you 


Lv  . 


SINCE  1940 


ai'MTC 


MARKET 


purveyors  of  farm  direct 
and  locally  produced  foods 


Check  out 

our  catering  menu  at: 

www.biritemarket.com 


Featuring 
DIESTEL  RANCH 

Range  Turkeys 
Order  now  for 
Thanksgiving. 


Also  for  Thanksgiving, 
from  our  kitchen: 
homemade  gravy 
fresh  cranberry  relish 

wild  mushroom  bread  stuffing 
Plus  more  . . . 
soups,  sides  and  fresh  pies 


■A  Limited  Number 


fBOURBOH 


3639  -  I8TH  STREET  (btwn  Guerrero  &  Dolores)  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  (415)  241-9760 


IMS;: 


HERTH 


§§gg§| 

1 


REAL  ESTATE 

AS  UNIQUE  AS  SAN  FRANCISCO 


555  Castro  Street •  San  Francisco*  415-861-5200*  www.herth.com 


WINNER 


OFTHE 

SanFranciscoChronide 's 


READER  SCHOICEA  WARDS 
'BESTREALEST  ATEAGENT" 


www.linda-gordon.com 

sold@linda-gordon.com 


www.linda-gordon.com 


Gorgeous  Remodeled 
Victorian  Home  in  the 
Heart  of  Noe  Valley 

3  Levels 

2  Bedrooms/  1  Bath  +  Garage 

Garden  Level  -  Bonus  Suite  + 

Jacuzzi  Bath  +  Laundry  Room 

Formal  Dining  Room 

Gourmet  Kitchen 

Breakfast  Room 

Upper  Level  Loft  Office  w/  Views 

Lush  Garden 

1/2  Block  to  24th  Street  &  1 

J  Church 

Offered  @  $980,000 


HERTH 


555  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco 
California  94114 
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Representing  Noe  Val 
Buyers  and  Sellers  |§ 
since  1965. 
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Ready  for  Thanksgiving? 

We  are  ready  for  you!  We’re  your  local  neighborhood  source  for  all  your  Thanksgiving  cooking,  entertaining,  & 
gift  giving  needs.  If  you  haven’t  stopped  by  in  a  while,  check  us  out  —  we’ve  received  hundreds  of  new  items  in  the 
past  month.  To  help  you  plan  your  Thanksgiving  meal  we  offer  you  these  checklists  highlighting  some  of  the  more 
popular  items  we  carry.  We’ve  got  what  you  need  —  why  go  downtown! 


Turkey  &  Soup 

□  Roasting  pans 

□  Kitchen  twine 

□  Turkey  lacers 

□  Oven  thermometer 

□  Meat  thermometer 

□  Fridge  thermometer 

□  Cheesecloth 

□  Stuffing  bag 

□  Carving  knife 

□  Electric  carving  knife 

□  Fat  separator 

□  Baster 

□  Turkey  lifters 

□  Carving  board 

□  Poultry  shears  & 
kitchen  shears 

□  Turkey  frills 

□  Basting  brush 

□  Flavor  injector 
d  Roasting  rack 

□  Timers 

□  Stock  pot 

□  Ladle 

□  Spice  bag 

□  Immersion  blender 

□  Stand  blender 

□  Cutting  board 

□  Wooden  spoons 

Knives  &  Chopping 

□  Knives  by  Wusthof, 
Messermeister,  Shun, 
Henckels,  Global, 
Sabatier  Carbon  Steel, 
&  Kyocera  Ceramic 

□  Knife  sharpener  (stone, 
manual,  electric) 


More  Cookin  ’ 

□  Asparagus  steamer  pots 

□  Le  Creuset  &  Lodge 
Dutch  Ovens 

□  All-Clad,  Le  Creuset, 
Swiss  Diamond  & 
Lodge  skillets 

□  All-Clad  pots  &  pans 

□  All-Clad,  Lodge  & 

Le  Creuset  Grill  Pans 

□  The  Chestnutter 

□  Splatter  screen 

□  Universal  lid 

□  Colander 

□  Seafood  tools 

□  Egg  sheer 

□  Salad  spinner 

□  Pepper  &  salt  mills 

□  Potato  masher  &  ricer 

□  Food  mill 

□  Garlic  press 

□  Mandoline  (Oxo!) 

□  Peelers  (many  types) 

□  Graters  (Microplane!) 

□  Pillivuyt  &  Emile  Henry 
baking  dishes 

□  Salts  &  peppers 


Pies ,  Cakes  &  Desserts 

□  Pie  dishes  (Emile  Henry!) 

□  Silpat,  Roulpat 

□  Parchment  paper  &  rounds 

□  Round,  square  & 
rectangular  cake  pans 

□  Bundt  pans  (NordicWare!) 

□  Silicone  bakeware 

□  Cupcake  pans  &  papers 

□  Decorating  bags  &  tips 

□  Icing  spatulas 

□  Food  coloring 

□  Colored  sugars  &  sprinkles 

□  Springform  &  loaf  pans 

□  Flour  sifter 

□  Rolling  pins 

□  Pastry  blender 

□  Tart  dishes  &  ramekins 

□  Food  scales  (6  types!) 

□  Mixing  bowls 

□  Spatulas  &  Whisks 

□  Cookie  Sheets  (Vollrath!) 

□  Vanilla  Queen  vanillas 

□  Baking  chocolate 
(Schokinag,  Valrhona,  & 
Scharffen-Berger) 

□  Cocoa  powder 
D  Cake  stands 


D  Spices 

□  Olive  oils  (Stonehouse!)  □  Candy  thermometers 

□  Vinegars  (Round  Pond!)  □  Timers 

□  Mortars  and  Pestles  □  Cooling  racks 

□  Cardboard  cake  rounds 

Wine,  Cheese  &  Bar  E!  Cookie  cutters  (hundreds!) 

r-i  ,ir  ,  p  ,  .  lj  Measuring  cups  &  spoons 

□  Wine  glasses  &  decanters  ^  x  ^  j  X 

by  Riedel  &  Spiegelau 


Tea,  Coffee  &  Espresso 

□  Capresso  espresso  machine 

□  Cuisinart  coffee  maker 

□  Electric  kettle 

□  Burr  coffee  grinder 

□  Mighty  Leaf  &  Numi  tea 

□  Honeys 

□  Sugar  cubes 

□  Illy  coffee 

□  French  press 

□  Stovetop  espresso  maker 

□  Tea  accessories 

□  Tea  kettles  by  Simplex, 

Le  Creuset,  Oxo  &  others 

□  Teapots  by  Bee  House, 

Bauer,  Pillivuyt 

Breakfast 

□  Griddles 

□  Egg  &  pancake  shapes 

□  Egg  cups  &  poachers 

□  Jams  &  jellies 

□  Waffle  Irons 

□  Krups  toasters 

□  Citrus  juicers 

□  Grapefruit  spoons 

□  Omelet  pans 

□  Hot  Cocoa  mix 


□  “O”  wine  glasses 

□  Slate  cheese  trays 


□  Cutting  boards  (maple,  ^  Bamboo  serving  boards 

bamboo,  plastic,  ^  Wine  openers  (Rabbit!) 

Epicurean,  Architec)  ^  Cocktail  shaker 

□  Cuisinart  food  processor  ^  French  leaves 
(14  &  11  cup,  mini)  ^  Lace  doilies 

□  Lemon  squeezer 


Linens 

□  Aprons  (Kids’  too!) 

□  Napkins 

□  Tablecloths 

□  Placemats 

□  Dish  &  hand  towels 

□  Muscovado,  Demerara  sugar  □  Pot  holders  &  mitts 

□  KitchenAid  &  Viking  Mixers 

□  Hand  Mixers 

□  Apple  corers  &  slicers 

□  Pie  servers 

□  Popover  pans 

□  Gift  packaging  for  baked 
goods  &  candies 

□  Chocolate  molds 


Sweets 

□  Cocoa  Nuts 

□  Chocolates  by  Knipschildt, 

B.T.  McElrath, 

Chocolat  Modeme,  & 
Charles  Chocolates 

□  Dagoba  &  Chocolove  bars 


Cookbooks.  We  have  hundreds  of  cookbooks  —  between  us  and  our  neighbors  at  Cover  To  Cover,  you’re  sure 
to  find  a  cookbook  you  like.  And  for  you  Tartine  fans  —  their  first  cookbook  is  out! 

Knife  Sharpening-.  Drop  off  any  Sun.  by  7pm,  they’ll  be  ready  Tues.  at  1  lam.  SPECIAL  EVENT:  On  the 
Saturday  before  Thanksgiving,  November  1 8th,  from  1 0am-2pm  get  your  knives  sharpened  while  you  wait! 

Check  out  our  website  for  holiday  hours ,  store  events ,  and  our  online  shop! 


j  Cooks 
1  Boulevard 


1309  Castro  St.  @  24th 

(415)  647-2665 


www.cooksboulevard.com 


-X- 
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Mel  Murphy 
(415)  648-1200 

mmurphy@murphyobrienre.com 

Luke  O'Brien 
(415)  516-8488 

lobrien@murphyobrienre.com 


3  Charming  Condos 

Unit  1  -  $988,000 

•  Approx.  1,560  sq.  ft.  with  4  bedrooms 

•  Master  suite  has  a  separate  spa  tub  and  shower 

•  Guest  bedroom  with  ensuite  bath 

•  Kitchen  has  a  breakfast  bar  and  a  dining  area 

•  Large  living  room  with  fireplace 


Murphy 

O’Brien 

Real  Estate  Investments,  Inc, 


Unit  2  -  $788,000 

•  Approx.  945  sq.  ft.  with  2  bedrooms 

•  Master  suite  has  a  spa  tub  /  shower,  and  leads  to  a  deck 

•  2nd  bedroom  and  a  separate  bathroom 

•  Living  room  with  fireplace 

•  Kitchen  comes  with  an  adjoining  dining  area 

Unit  3  -  $688,000 

•  Approx.  805  sq.  ft.  with  2  bedrooms 

•  Master  suite  has  spa  tub  and  a  separate  shower 

•  2nd  bedroom  and  a  separate  bathroom 

•  Kitchen  with  breakfast  bar 

•  Large  living  room  with  fireplace  leads  to  deck  with  great  views 


FOR  A  GREAT  YEAR! 


HAVE  A  WONDERFUL  HOLIDAY  SEASON 
Irani  everyone  at  Tuqgey's 


Tuggey's  Hardware 

since  1898 

3855  24th  Street  near  Sanchez  •  (415)  282-5081 

open  7  days 
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Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 


i  j  l 


November  7th  Election  Endorsements 


1 A  -  YES 
IB -YES 
1C -YES 
ID- YES 
IE -YES 
83 -NO 

84  -  YES 

85  -NO 

86  -  YES 

87  -  YES 

88  -  NO 

89  -  YES 

90  -  NO 


State  Candidates  &  Propositions 


Governor 

Phil  Angelides 


Lt.  Governor 

John  Garamendi 


Secretary  of  State  State  Assembly  District  13 

Debra  Bowen  Mark  LenO 


Treasurer 

Bill  Lockyer 


Attorney  General 

Jerry  Brown 


Insurance  Commissioner  State  Senate  District  8 

Cruz  Bustamante  Leland  Yee 


Controller 

John  Chiang 


—  Rebuild  California  Plan:  Transportation  Investment  Fund 

—  Rebuild  California  Plan:  Highway  Safety,  Traffic  Reduction,  Air  Quality,  Port  Security  Bond  Act 

—  Rebuild  California  Plan:  Housing  and  Emergency  Shelter  Trust  Fund  Act 

—  Rebuild  California  Plan:  Kindergarten-University  Public  Education  Facilities  Bond  Act 

—  Rebuild  California  Plan:  Disaster  Preparedness  and  Flood  Prevention  Bond  Act 

—  Sex  Offenders,  Sexually  Violent  Predators.  Punishment,  Residence  Restrictions  and  Monitoring 

—  Water  Quality,  Flood  Control,  Natural  Resource  Protection,  Park  Improvements 

—  Waiting  Period  and  Parental  Notification  Before  Termination  of  Minor’s  Pregnancy 

—  Tax  on  Cigarettes  for  Hospital,  Emergency  Services,  Tobacco  Education 

—  Tax  on  California  Oil  Producers.  Alternative  Energy  Research,  Production  Incentives 

—  Education  Funding.  Real  Estate  Parcel  Tax 

—  Political  Campaigns.  Public  Financing.  Corporate  Tax  Increase.  Contribution  &  Expenditure  Limits 

—  Government  Acquisition.  Regulation  of  Private  Property 


San  Francisco  Candidates  &  Propositions 


Assessor-Recorder 

Phil  Ting 


Public  Defender  Board  of  Education  Board  of  Education 

Jeff  Adachi  Kim-Shree  Maufas  Hydra  Mendoza 


Community 
College  Board 

Johnnie  Carter 


Community  Community 

College  Board  College  Board 

Anita  Grier  Lawrence  Wong 


District  8  Supervisor 

Bevan  Dufty 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 


-  YES  —  School  General  Obligation  Bonds 

-  YES  —  Allowing  Teleconferencing  Due  to  Pregnancy  and  Related  Conditions.  Parental  Leave 

-  YES  —  Setting  Salaries  of  Certain  Elected  Officials 

-  YES  —  Privacy  Protection 

-  YES  —  Parking  Tax  Surcharge 

-  YES  —  Paid  Sick  Days 

—  Limitations  on  Retail  Stores  -  NO  ENDORSEMENT 

-  YES  —  Relocation  Benefits  -  No  Fault  Evictions 

-  NO  —  Monthly  Board  of  Supervisors  Appearances  by  the  Mayor 

-  YES  —  Policy  Calling  for  Impeachment  of  Bush/Cheney 

-  YES  —  Housing  for  Seniors  and  People  with  Disabilities 


The  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  meets  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  each  month,  7:30pm,  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  Street 

WWW.NOEVALLEYDEMS.COM 


Paid  political  advertisement.  Paid  for  by  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club,  FPPC  ID#  963103. 
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James  Lokken,  1933-2006 

Retired  ELCA  Pastor  James  A.  Lokken,  a  23-year  res¬ 
ident  of  Noe  Valley,  died  Sept.  22,  after  two  months  ’ 
hospitalization  for  multiple  myeloma.  He  was  73. 

Jim  was  ordained  as  a  Lutheran  pastor  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  in  1959.  He  served  as  pastor  of  churches  in  Min¬ 
nesota  and  South  Dakota  before  moving  to  New  York 
City  in  the  1960s  to  serve  in  an  editorial  position  with 
the  Liturgical  Conference.  He  also  worked  for  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Bible  Society  in  an  editorial  position. 

In  1974,  he  became  one  of  the  founding  members  of  the  organization  that  is 
today  known  as  Lutherans  Concerned,  working  in  advocacy  and  providing  sanc¬ 
tuary  for  people  of  all  sexual  orientations  and  gender  identities.  He  moved  to 
San  Francisco  in  the  late  1970s,  where  he  soon  became  a  volunteer  assistant 
pastor  at  St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church.  He  earned  his  living  on  the  technical  side 
of  legal  publishing. 

A  man  who  loved  music  (he  named  his  dog  after  the  organist  E.  Power  Biggs), 
Jim  will  be  remembered  for  his  singing  voice.  He  was  known  around  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  for  always  being  ready  for  a  chat  while  walking  Mr.  Biggs,  who  pre¬ 
ceded  him  in  death  by  only  a  few  months.  His  favorite  joke  was  that  “people 
check  their  e-mail  and  dogs  check  their  pee-mail!"  This  never  failed  to  make 
him  chuckle,  no  matter  how  often  he  told  it. 

Jim  had  a  generous  spirit  and  he  was  known  to  have  helped  more  than  a  few 
people  to  “get  back  on  their  feet”  during  difficult  life  transitions.  He  is  survived 
by  his  elder  brother,  Stanley,  Stan’s  grown  children,  and  many  friends  at  St. 
Francis  Lutheran  Church,  Lutherans  Concerned,  and  elsewhere. 

Contributed  by  Family  and  Friends 


Fitness  Walk  a  Breeze 

Editor: 

On  Thursday,  Oct.  12,  190  students 
from  St.  Philip  School,  15  teachers  and 
staff,  and  many  of  our  parents  traveled 
through  Noe  Valley  on  a  “Walk  for  Fit¬ 
ness.”  This  is  our  second  year,  and  every¬ 
one  really  enjoyed  the  day.  We  want  to 
thank  anyone  who  was  in  our  "path.”  both 
pedestrians  and  drivers,  who  were  kind 
enough  to  let  our  large  group  pass  by. 

Patrizia  Guiotto 
Principal,  St.  Philip  School 

Desolation  Row 

Editor: 

I  live  on  29th  Street  just  above  Castro, 
and  every  day  I  have  to  pass  a  construc¬ 
tion  site  at  Castro  and  29th  that  sits  in  a 
prime  state  of  destruction  without  a  soul 
working.  The  grounds  of  the  site  are  a 
mess,  the  building  has  a  huge  gaping  hole, 
and  all  in  all,  it  looks  like  a  war  zone.  The 
project  obviously  got  red-tagged  six 
months  ago,  the  site  was  closed  down, 
and  not  a  thing  has  happened  since. 

After  I  called  a  phone  number  posted 
at  the  site,  a  crew  came  and  took  away  a 
dumpster  that  was  blocking  views  of  on¬ 
coming  traffic  and  taking  up  parking 
spaces.  But  besides  that,  there  has  not 
been  a  peep  there  for  months.  With  all  the 
other  construction  up  the  hill  at  Castro 
and  Valley,  this  just  breaks  the  camel’s 
back.  Can  the  city  really  let  something  so 
derelict  just  sit  there  month  after  month? 

Josie  Iselin 
29th  Street 

Editor's  Note:  One  way  to  find  out  is  to  call 
the  Department  of  Building  Inspection  at  558- 
6096.  You  can  also  investigate  a  San  Fran- 
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cisco  project  by  going  to  the  city’s  web  site: 
www.sfgov.org.  Find  the  DBI  and  click  on 
“ Track  Building  Permits  and  Complaints  On¬ 
line."  By  entering  a  project's  address,  lot 
number ,  permit  number,  or  applicant’s  name 
(or  by  zooming  in  on  the  site  on  a  map),  you 
can  check  on  the  status  of  its  permits,  inspec¬ 
tions,  and  complaints.  If  all  else  fails,  you  can 
visit  the  DBI  at  1660  Mission  Street.  Office 
hours  are  7:30  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Bottles  Go  on  Top  of  Trash  Cans 

Editor: 

The  cute  plantings  on  top  of  the  dust 
bins  on  24th  Street  are  misplaced.  The 
containers  where  they  are  placed  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  used  for  depositing  recycla¬ 
ble  materials  such  as  bottles.  This  would 
also  keep  the  scavengers  from  having  to 
scrounge  through  the  larger  containers  to 
fill  their  shopping  carts,  creating  a  mess 
in  the  process. 

A  further  complication  is  that  the  plants 
will  inevitably  die  as  people  will  forget  to 
water  them.  The  energy  would  be  better 
placed  planting  more  street  trees. 

James  Keefer 
Guerrero  Street 

Isn’t  “Mid-Rise"  Misleading? 

In  your  story  about  a  new  building 
planned  for  Church  Street  (“Fed-Up  Pas¬ 
tor  Sells  Church  to  Condo  Developer,” 
October  2006] ,  you  wrote  that  the  builder 
“wants  to  erect  a  mid-rise  condominium 
development  on  the  site.”  Do  you  think 
the  "mid-rise”  term  is  just  a  wee  bit  in- 
citeful  to  the  people  who  value  the  “ru¬ 
ral"  character  of  Noe  Valley?  Four  stories 
is  hardly  a  “mid-rise.”  Twenty  stories  is  a 
mid-rise.  Would  you  say  24th  Street  was 
lined  with  “mid-rises”? 

Joe  Herman 
Via  e-mail 

Editor's  Note:  The  Appraisal  Institute,  which 
sets  real  estate  industry  standards,  gives  these 
definitions  related  to  building  height: 

Apartment  types  are  also  based  on 
height  and  density.  For  example,  high- 
rise  apartments  have  six  or  more  stories, 
elevators,  and  dense  lot  usage.  Mid-rise 
apartments  consist  of  four  to  seven  sto¬ 
ries  with  limited  elevator  service.  Low- 
rise  apartments  have  three  stories  or  less, 
while  garden  apartments  refer  to  two-  to 
three-story  walkups,  typically  on  sizable 
landscaped  lots. 

Keep  Mining  the  Local  Gems 

Editor: 

I  have  lived  in  Noe  Valley  for  12  very 
happy  years,  and  my  wife  and  I  are  de¬ 
voted  readers  of  the  Voice.  You  do  an  ex¬ 
cellent  job  keeping  us  and  all  Noe  Valley 
residents  informed  about  what’s  going  on 
in  our  unique  neighborhood. 

I  especially  enjoy  your  feature  stories 
focusing  on  local  merchants  who  have 
contributed  to  making  Noe  Valley  special. 
Recent  articles  about  Common  Scents 
andTuggey’s  Hardware  were  of  much  in¬ 
terest.  I  would  like  to  suggest  you  do  a 
similar  article  on  what  I  think  is  the  best 
barbershop  by  far  here  in  Noe  Valley: 
Barbers  and  Bears  on  24th  Street. 
Stephanie  Smith  and  her  father,  Mike 
Smith,  have  a  long  history  of  working 
here  in  Noe  Valley,  something  like  80 
years  between  them.  Based  on  the 
longevity  of  their  commitment  to  their 
profession  and  to  Noe  Valley,  as  well  as 
the  unique  father-daughter  angle,  1  know 
this  would  make  an  interesting  feature  in 
the  Voice. 

Bob  Caulfield 
Diamond  Street 

Thank  you.  Bob.  We  think  Barbers  and  Bears 
would  make  a  great  stoiy,  too.  — Editor 


Mickey  Mouse  Ticketing 

Editor: 

I  wonder  how  many  people  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  have  had  this  experience: 

On  Friday,  Sept.  29,  at  10  a.m.,  I 
parked  on  Jersey  Street  near  Noe,  which 
was  posted  as  a  no  parking  zone  from  9 
to  1 1  a.m for  street-sweeping.  I  could  see 
that  the  sweeper  already  had  passed:  there 
were  fresh  brush  marks  on  the  street. 

When  I  returned  about  an  hour  later, 
my  car  had  been  cited. 

It  had  been  my  understanding  that  once 


the  sweeper  had  passed,  there  was  no  rea¬ 
son  to  cite  parked  vehicles,  even  though 
they  were  technically  in  violation.  Has 
the  DPT  taken  enforcement  to  a  new 
level?  If  so,  do  any  of  these  words  apply? 
Legalistic.  Mickey  Mouse.  Cheap  shot. 

Literalist  readings  of  the  code  are  of  no 
benefit  other  than  as  revenue  enhancers. 
The  purpose  of  the  code  is  to  allow  ac¬ 
cess  for  the  sweepers,  which,  once  ef¬ 
fected,  becomes  moot. 

Richard  Van  Kooy 
Montezuma  Street 


For  a  Delicious  Thanksgiving, 
Put  Guerras  Quality  Meats 
on  Your  Shopping  List 


Savor  the  flavor  of  Diestel  turkeys! 

Diestel  produces  tender,  juicy,  broad-breasted 
birds.  Pure  vegetarian  diet,  no  hormones, 
mountain  water,  daily  exercise,  and  60  days 
more  growing  time  add  up  to  real  old-fashioned 
turkey  flavor...  The  best  we've  found! 


/  Diestel  Turkeys 

•  whole  Birds  —  8  to  30  lb 

•  Breasts  —  4  to  8  lbs 

.  pre-cooked  Whole  Birds 

(Heat  in  an  hour) 


/  Stuffing  —  Tangy  sour 
dough  with  celery  and  herbs 


y  Turkey  Gravy  — 

Old-fashioned,  ready  to 


y  Starters  —  Seafood, 
cold  cuts,  cheeses  and  more! 

y  Desserts 

•  Katia's  fresh-baked  pies  — 
Pumpkin  or  Cranberry  /Apple 

•  Dianda's  Almond  Tories 

•  Imported  Panettone  — 
Traditional  or  Cranberry/ 
Chocolate 


Just  10  minutes  from  Noe  Valley 
490  Taraval  at  15th  Avenue 
564-0585  •  www.guerrameats.com 
Closed  Sundays  and  Holidays 


•  Thanksgiving  Menu  Ideas 

•  New  30-Minute  Recipes 

•  New  Products 

•  Easy  Ordering  — 

Meat,  fish,  deli  &  more 

www.guerrameats.com 
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Re-Elect 


Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty 

improving  Noe  Valley  Block  by  Block 


Keeping  the  Noe 
Library  Renovation 
on  Track 

Noe  Valley’s  Sally  Brunn  Branch  Li¬ 
brary,  a  historic  Andrew  Carnegie 
building,  requires  seismic  and  access 
renovation.  I  have  worked  closely  with 
Noe  Valley  community  leaders  to  keep 
this  project  on  track  and  fully  funded. 
Cost  increases  twice  threatened  to 
stall  the  project 
or  curtail  its 
scope. 

Both  times  I  se¬ 
cured  needed 
funding  from  the 
Library  Commis¬ 
sion;  work  on  this 
two-year  $5.7 
million  construc¬ 
tion  project 
began  in  March 
2006. 


Creating  the  Noe  Valley  Community  Benefits  District 

I  established  the  Noe  Valley  Community  Benefits  District  (CBD)  in  July  2005  in 
a  team  effort  with  Carol  Yenne  of  24th  Street  Merchants  and  Debra  Niemann, 
then  President  of  Friends  of  Noe  Valley. 

Noe  Valley’s  commercial  property  owners  voted  to  assess  themselves  for  ad¬ 
ditional  cleaning,  greening  and  policing  patrols. 

Since  January  2006,  regular  crews  staffed  by  MJM  Management  pick  up  litter, 
remove  graffiti,  steam  clean  sidewalks  and  maintain  trees.  24th  Street  has 
never  looked  better. 


"Bevan  has  been 
our  Guardian  Angel 
for  the  Noe  Valley 
Library." 

-Kim  Drew* 

Co-Chair, 

Noe  Valley  Library 
Campaign 


“ Bevan  has  shown 
tremendous  dedication 
to  the  needs  of  the  Noe 
Valley  community. 
Bevan  listens  and  he 
gets  things  done.” 

-Debra  Niemann* 

Former  President, 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley 


Allowing  New  Restaurants  on  24th  Street 

Over  15  years  ago  a  zoning  restriction  was  enacted  prohibiting  new  restaurants 
on  24th  Street. 

Working  with  Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  we  conducted  community  meetings  and 
surveys  and  determined  that  neighbors  wanted  to  modify  the  restriction.  I 
authored  a  zoning  amendment  that  allows  up  to  3  new  restaurants  on  24th 
street  over  the  next  5  years. 

At  Last:  Renovating  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center 

Upper  Noe  Valley  Rec  Center  is  slated  for  a  much  needed  $6.6  million  face  lift 
starting  this  Fall. 

It  is  scheduled  to  take  16  months.  I  am  establishing  a  neighborhood  committee 
that  will  work  with  me  to  monitor  all  phases  of  this  project  to  keep  it  on  track. 


As  with  all  branch  library  renovations, 
neighborhood  fundraising  campaigns 
are  needed  to  purchase  furnishings 
and  fixtures.  Now  is  the  perfect  time 
to  make  your  pledge.  E-mail  noeval- 
leylibrarycampaign@yahoo.com 


"I  had  some  doubts  about  Bevan  at 
first,  but  he  has  turned  out  to  be  a  true 
advocate  for  our  neighborhood. " 

-Vicki  Rosen* 

President  of  Upper  Noe  Neighbors 


Designing  a  New  Children's  Play  Area  for  Noe  Courts 

In  Winter  2005,  Laura  Norman,  liene  Osherow,  and  Eden  Halbert,  all  residents  of  Noe  Valley,  invited  me  to 
see  the  poor  conditions  at  the  Noe  Courts  Children's/Tots  Play  area.  The  area  is  both  unsafe  and  unexciting 
in  terms  of  the  play  equipment. 

Initially  the  prospects  for  re-doing  the  area  were  limited  since  Noe  Courts 
was  not  part  of  Recreation  and  Park’s  10-year  capital  program.  However, 
the  outpouring  of  neighbor  interest  helped  me  persuade  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom  to  include  $175,000  in  capital  funds  to  jump-start  design  of 
a  new  children’s  play  area.  I  secured  the  additional  $225,000  funds  are 
needed  so  we  can  begin  construction  in  early  2007  for  completion  next 
summer. 

23rd  and  Castro 

Despite  repeated  requests,  DPT  had  rejected  making  this  intersection 
a  4-way  stop.  I  sponsored  the  resolution  and  it  was  installed  last  year. 

Perhaps  no  stop  sign  in  District  8  has  elicited  the  acclaim  I've  heard  for 
the  4-way  stop  sign  at  23rd  and  Castro. 


J-Church  Screeching  Tracks 

Working  with  Vicki  Rosen,  President  of  Upper  Noe  Neighbors,  we  fixed  track  maintenance  problems  with 
MUNI.  When  the  tracks  are  not  frequently  washed  and  lubricated,  they  screech.  We  had  several  field  trips  with 
MUNI  managers  and  this  helped  to  keep  the  problem  under  control. 

Creating  More  Parking  Spaces! 

To  offer  some  parking  relief,  I  worked  to  establish  diagonal  parking  on  Castro  between  25th  and  Jersey.  This 
netted  8  new  parking  spaces  in  a  bustling  area  of  shops  and  restaurants.  Carol  Yenne  was  the  ’’General’’ that 
marshaled  needed  support. 


Please  visit  bevandufty.com  and  sign-up  to: 

Put  up  a  house  sign  (Bevan  does  not  post  signs  on  street  poles)  •  Make  a  contribution  (Bevan  has  a  voluntary  limit  of 
$100)  •  Host  a  house  party  (we  will  help  you  invite  friends  and  neighbors  and  there  is  no  requirement  for  fundraising, 
just  meeting  District  8  voters)  •  Volunteer  in  our  HO.  We  are  returning  to  our  storefront  at  2344  Market  Street  between 
Castro  and  Noe.  (We  especially  need  help  with  database  and  computer  work)  •  Work  a  Saturday  or  Sunday  at  one  of  our 
Voter  Registration/Re-Elect  Bevan  tables  •  Provide  a  donation  or  loan  of  office  equipment,  computers,  etc. 

To  volunteer,  contact  Alex  Randolph  at  415.621.VOTE  or 
E-mail  volunteer@bevandufty.com. 

*  Organizational  affiliations  for  identification  purposes  only. 
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Stop  by  and 
see  the  exciting 
future  of  cabinetry. 


carries  a  variety  of  cabinetry  lines 
to  fit  any  design,  style  or  project! 


The  Naturals  Collection,  the  environmentally 
sound  choice,  the  cabinet  line  from  well- 
managed  forests,  independently  certified  by 
SmartWood  in  accordance  with  rules  of  the 
Forest  Stewardship  Council. 

Design  Solutions  is  a  full-service  firm  specializing 
in  both  residential  and  commercial  design. 


designsolo^ons 


4291  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  9411 4 
Phone:  41S.648.6S61 
Fax:  41S.643.8S72 

CUf766125 


www.sfdesignsoluttons.com 


OOTS  WHITMER 

...kicking  sense  into  the 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

www.boots4boe.org 


A  STRONG  VOICE  FOR: 


•  FISCAL  RESPONSIBILITY 

No  more  using  voter  approved  funds  (PropH)  intended  for 
SPORTS,  LIBRARY,  ART  and  MUSIC 
as  a  slush  fund  for  board  members’  pet  projects. 


.  NEIGHBORHOOD  SCHOOLS 

Will  fight  to  bring  back  neighborhood  schools 
and  improve  ALL  our  schools. 


* VOCATIONAL  PROGRAMS 

Let’s  give  our  kids  real  job  opportunities. 


A  public  school  parent  for  16  years; 
School  Site  Council  member, 
dedicated  school  volunteer. 


Vote  BOOTS 
for  BOE  on  November  7! 

Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Elect  Boots  Whitmer  FPPC#  1290406 


Now  available  at 


Simply  Chic 

4028  B  24th  Street  at  Noe 
San  Francisco,  CA 
415.550.6788 
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MCGU1RE 

Real  Estate  Since  1919 


LUXURY 

PORT/OLIO" 

FINE  PROPERTY  COLLECTION 


Mill  Valley 
Burlingame 
McGuire.com 


/I  lc(jturc  Y^eal  Hsiatc 

is  pleased  to  announce  the 
opening  of  its 

A  C/C  AyV’  Valle*  Yacdlian 

’  ^ 

TOO  Clipper  (at  Church)  •  415.642.8000 


and  the  affiliation  of 


7/tc  Scl/anfS/:7c. 


am 


Jito  Garcia  •  Don  Woolhouse 
Erin  McCoin  •  Rochelle  Williams 


Noe  Valley 
Cow  Hollow 
Downtown 


Noe  Valley  $1,100,000 

Fabulous  and  well  maintained  2  unit 
building  in  excellent  condition.  Two 
identical  units  each  with  2BR/1BA,  & 
eat  in  kitchens.  1-car  pkg  pbr  unit. 

Valerie  Sancimino  415.296.2131 


Noe  Valley  $1,279,000 

This  3BR/2BA  home  awaits  its  next 
owner.  Garage,  full  basement,  lrg  level 
north  facing  backyard.  The  kitchen  has 
recently  been  remodeled. 

Cathy  Scharetg  415.351.4625 


Noe  Valley  $1,429,000 

BEAUTIFULLY  remodeled  3  bedroom, 
3  bath  home  on  large  lot.  Lovely 
garden,  deck,  patio,  fireplace,  parking, 
great  quiet  location. 

Cornelia  Y.  de  Schepper  415.867.9337 


Glen  Park  $1,195,000 

Two-unit  bldg.  Upper:  2-level  unit 
w/3BR/2BA,  living  room,  large  eat-in 
kit.  Lower:  2-level  W/2BR/1BA.  Decks. 
Views.  Possible  TIC. 

Charlene  Attard  415.296.2101 


Glen  Park  $1,145,000 

Cheerful  two-story  home  with  four  bed¬ 
rooms,  four  remodeled  baths,  &  granite 
kitchen;  formal  dining  room,  hardwood 
floors  &  multiple  decks. 

Robert  Merryman  415.351.4698 


Eureka  Valley  $1,549,000 

3BR/1.5BA,  1-car  gar,  orig  details, 
original  molding,  softwd  firs,  pocket 
doors,  10ft  ceilings,  grand  entry  stair¬ 
case,  FDR,  private  deck  &  gardens. 

Don  Woolhouse  415.971.7766 


Noe  Valley 


$1,185,000 


Luxury  2-story  townhouse-style  condo. 
Spacious  contemporary  fir  plan.  Fea¬ 
tures  high-end  appliances,  granite  tops, 
bamboo  firs,  3BRs/2.5BAs 


Robin  Dustan  415.296.2108 


Eureka  Valley  $1,699,000 

3  unit  Edwardian  bldg,  w/3-car  prkg. 
Can  be  sold  as  1  bldg  or  individual  con¬ 
dos!  1BR/1  BA,  deeded  patio.  2+BR/ 
1BA,  lg  undeveloped  attic.  Studio/ 1  BA. 

Jennifer  Davis  415.351.4694 


r 


Dolores  Heights  $1,425,000 

Fab  Craftsman  Home,  inc’ble  location. 
3BR/3.5BA,  sunrm,  landscaped  grdn, 
facing  deck,  huge  eat-in  kit,  fplc,  2-car 
pkg.  View  at  www.RobLevy.net. 

Robert  Levy  415.296.2124 
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Experience 

Counts 


Just  ask  past  clients  - 

"Selling  ones  home  is  a  very  emotional  experience,  and 
could  not  endorse  Jane  highly  enough. There  is  a 
premium  for  experience."  Jeremy  2005 

"I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with  Jane  Ivory  as  my 
real  estate  agent  twice  in  the  past  four  years  -  as  a  buyer 
and  as  a  seller  -  and  would  recommend  her  services 
without  reservation.  In  both  instances,  Jane  has  provided 
great  customer  service  -  extensive  market  research, 
excellent  communication  skills,  meticulous  attention  to 
detail,  and  the  benefit  of  her  long  experience  and 

resources  in  the  industry."  Ken  2006 


"She  is  a  very  conscientious  and  sharp 
Realtor  and  I  was  very  pleased  with  the 
outcome  of  the  sale.  I  took  her  advice 
all  along  the  way  and  it  proved  to  be 
very  wise.  She  helped  me  decide 
how  to  proceed  in  both  remodeling 
decisions  and  staging.  As  a 
consequence  was  able  to  sell  my 
property  at  a  good  price  over  asking." 

Veronica  2005 


JANE  IVORY 

tel  (415)  564-7001 
jivory@hill-co.com 

■ 

1  HILL&CO.  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

1  REAL  ESTATE  www.hill-co.com 

•  GOURMET  MEALS  •  SALADS  •  FRESH  PASTA  • 


GOURMET  PREPARED  FOODS  &  GREAT  WINES 

"Voted  San  Francisco's  Best  Take-Out  Food  Many  Times" 

•  •  • 

FREE  FRESH  PASTA! 

(  A  $4.00  VALUE  ) 


BUY  ONE 

GET  FREE 

HOME-MADE 

FRESH  PASTA 

PASTA  SAUCE 

FOR  TWO! 

CUT  TO  ORDER 

Tomato  Basil 

Papardelle 

Bolognese 

Fettuccine 

Alfredo 

Linguine 

Porcini  Mushroom 

Angel  Hair 

Roasted  Garlic  &  Mushroom 

FLAVORS 

Cajun  Crayfish 

Egg 

Basil  Pesto 

Spinach 

Cilantro  Pesto 

Herb 

Melanzane  Pesto 

Romesco  Pesto 

Roasted  Red  Pepper  Pesto 

Black  Pepper 

Lemon 

Eggless 

Red  Bell  Pepper 

Garlic 

741  Diamond  Street  at  24th 
415-282-0738 

Please  present  this  coupon  at  time  of  purchase.  Offer  valid  Nov.  1  through  Nov.  30 


•  HOMEMADE  SOUPS  •  RAVIOLI  •  GELATO  • 


□ 


Chicago  Title 


Upper  Market  Branch 

1929  Market  street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
Phone  (415)  252  •  2757 
www.chicagotitle.com 


it 


Serving  Noe  Valley,  Eureka  Valley 
and  the  Upper  Market  District  ” 


Free  Parking  •  After  hours  signings 
Luxurious  reception  area 
refreshments  provided 


NEW  HOMES  ::  RENOVATIONS  ::  ADDITIONS 


RECENT LY  COMPLETED  ELSIE  STREET  RESIDENCE 


N  G  T  □  N 


R  □  S 


4  5  29  Eighteenth  street  San  Fra 
WWW.RQSSINQTQNARCHITECTURE.CaM 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  November  2006  13 


All  3  Candidates 
For  Supervisor  Pass 
The  Voice  Test 

On  Nov.  7.  District  8  residents  will  again 
be  asked  to  choose  tlteir  representative 
on  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  This  time,  three 
candidates  are  vying  for  the  four-year  term: 
incumbent  Bevan  Dufty.  attorney  Ali.\  Rosen¬ 
thal.  and  masseur  Starchild.  To  spotlight  their 
differences,  the  Voice  sent  them  a  10-point 
quiz.  Their  thoughtful  (and funny)  answers 
are  printed  below  and  on  page  15.  Since  you 
can  vote  for  all  three — the  election  uses 


STARCHILD 


ranked-choice  voting — we  hope  our  Q&A  will 

help  you  decide  who  to  put  on  the  top  rung.  BEVAN  DUFTY  ALIX  ROSENTHAL 


1 .  Write  a  short  autobiographical 
sketch.  Please  include  personal  and 
career  highlights. 


2.  What  is  the  proper  role  of  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor? 


3.  What  are  your  top  priorities  if 
elected? 


4.  What  are  the  main  transportation 
issues  that  will  challenge  District  8  in  the 
future?  How  will  you  address  them? 


5.  Although  home  prices  are  not  rising 
as  quickly  as  they  have  in  recent  years, 
home  ownership  in  San  Francisco 
remains  out  of  reach  for  most  middle- 
income  people.  Now,  rental  prices  are 
going  up  too.  What  actions,  if  any,  should 
the  city  take  in  response  to  these 
conditions? 


6.  Noe  Valley  is  considered  one  of  the 
safest  neighborhoods  in  the  city,  yet  the 
Voice  reports  dozens  of  robberies, 
burglaries,  and  car  thefts  each  month. 
What  new  approaches  can  the  city  adopt 
to  reduce  crime? 


Dufty:  I  was  raised  in  New  York  City  by  my 
mom,  Maely.  I  had  a  wonderful  childhood 
filled  with  jazz  and  civil  rights  activism.  My 
godmother  was  Billie  Holiday,  and  my  mom 
managed  Charlie  Parker.  In  1 963,  she 
worked  for  A.  Philip  Randolph  as  the 
fundraising  coordinator  for  the  March  on 
Washington  and  then  for  the  National 
Council  of  Negro  Women.  We  moved  to 
California  in  1971  when  I  was  16,  and  I 
went  to  Cal.  So  my  involvement  in  politics 
is  hereditary. 


Dufty:  My  job  is  both  to  be  a  district  super¬ 
visor  and  a  legislator  and  leader  for  our  city. 
I  solve  individual  problems  and  use  that 
experience  to  address  systemic  issues  within 
our  city.  I  am  proud  of  addressing  neighbor¬ 
hood  concerns  and  successfully  shepherding 
projects,  such  as  the  renovation  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Branch  Library  and  Upper  Noe 
Recreation  Center  and  the  establishment  of 
the  Noe  Valley  Community  Benefit  District 
(e-mail  city  issues  to 
bevan  dufty@sfgov.org). 

Dufty:  I  serve  as  the  Board  of  Supervisors’ 
representative  on  the  Transit  Effectiveness 
Project,  the  most  major  assessment  of  how 
Muni  delivers  service  in  over  25  years.  I  am 
frustrated  that  Muni  service  declined  this 
past  year  and  am  committed  to  bringing 
back  service  and  reliability.  I  am  endorsed 
by  Rescue  Muni.  Other  priorities  include 
improving  public  schools  and  reforming  our 
City’s  approach  to  capital  projects,  which 
too  often  uses  contractors  that  run  over 
budgets  and  schedules. 


Dufty:  Transportation  issues  include  relia¬ 
bility,  cleanliness,  accessibility,  safety,  and 
streetcar  noise.  As  the  Board’s  appointee  to 
the  Transportation  Effectiveness  Project 
(TEP)  (www.sftep.com).  I  am  Working  with 
City  Controller  Ed  Harrington,  the  director 
of  the  Municipal  Transportation  Authority, 
Nathaniel  Ford,  and  numerous  public  trans¬ 
portation  stakeholders  to  look  at  Muni  com¬ 
prehensively  for  the  first  time  in  over  20 
years.  The  TEP  will  address  all  aspects  of 
Muni  as  we  look  to  improve  our  transit  sys¬ 
tem  from  the  top  down. 


Rosenthal:  Hometown:  Claremont.  Calif. 
College:  Northwestern  University 
Law  School:  University  of  Virginia 
Experience:  •  Aide  to  Barbara  Boxer  1995- 
96  •  Associate  at  Thelen  Reid  &  Priest.  LLP 
1 999-2004 — I  represented  tenants  in  evic¬ 
tion  cases  (pro  bono).  •  President  of  the  S.F. 
Elections  Commission  2003-04 — I  made 
difficult  choices  to  get  the  department  back 
on  track.  •  Deputy  City  Attorney  for  City  of 
Oakland — I  write  legislation  for  the  City 
Council  and  negotiate  development  deals. 

•  President  of  the  National  Women’s  Politi¬ 
cal  Caucus  (S.F.  chapter).  Personal:  I  live  in 
Ashbury  Heights  with  partner  Steve  Jones, 
our  dog  Martha,  and  Steve’s  kids  part-time. 
Breanna  ( 16)  and  Cicely  (12). 

Rosenthal:  A  supervisor's  role  is  to  be 
accessible,  and  to  solve  problems  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  and  citywide,  by  writing  legislation,  by 
calling  hearings,  and  by  constituent  services. 
Bevan  has  focused  on  the  latter — he 
responds  to  problems  one  at  a  time  after  they 
occur,  rather  than  identifying  the  root  causes 
in  order  to  prevent  them  in  the  future.  As 
supervisor,  1  will  implement  a  vision  that 
fixes  problems  hundreds  at  a  time,  for  future 
generations. 

Rosenthal:  A  housing  market  that  shows  the 
middle  class  the  door;  a  transportation  sys¬ 
tem  in  crisis;  missed  opportunities  to 
improve  the  environment  while  saving  peo¬ 
ple  money,  and  violence  prevention  policies 
that  consistently  fail  to  protect  our  most  vul¬ 
nerable;  city  government  is  failing  us.  San 
Francisco  should — and  can — be  more  liv¬ 
able.  My  top  priorities  will  be  to  protect  our 
affordable  housing,  to  get  Muni  back  on 
track,  to  take  bold  steps  in  the  direction  of 
saving  the  environment,  and  to  implement 
community  policing  in  our  neighborhoods. 


Rosenthal:  The  main  issues  are  Muni  and 
badly-managed  traffic  and  congestion  in  our 
neighborhoods.  Muni's  staggering  fiscal 
problems  resulted  in  a  7  percent  decrease  in 
service  last  year.  The  worse  Muni  gets,  the 
more  people  take  to  their  cars,  compounding 
our  traffic  congestion.  The  following 
changes  are  necessary:  lower  bus  floors  and 
smartcard  passes  to  speed  up  boarding,  and 
more  transit-only  lanes.  Revenues  from  the 
Prop.  E  parking  tax  could  pay  for  these 
fixes. 


Starchild:  I  am  a  dynamic  figure,  often  seen 
scaling  walls  and  crushing  ice...  OK,  just 
kidding!  Actually,  I'm  a  Bay  Area  native 
who  grew  up  in  the  suburbs  but  was  irre¬ 
sistibly  drawn  to  San  Francisco,  where  I've 
resided  since  1995.  I  have  a  journalism 
degree  from  San  Francisco  State  University. 
I’ve  worked  in  movie  theaters,  retail  cloth¬ 
ing,  warehouse  assembly,  and  (believe  it  or 
not!)  the  U.S.  Army  Reserves.  Currently, 

I'm  an  escort,  masseur,  and  exotic  dancer. 

On  my  very  first  run  for  office  in  2000, 1 
was  presciently  called  a  “perennial  candi¬ 
date"  by  the  San  Francisco  Independent. 

I'm  bisexual  and  vegetarian. 


Starchild:  A  supervisor  should  set  a  good 
example  by  throwing  fun,  free  office  parties, 
dressing  in  drag  occasionally,  taking  the 
right  kinds  of  drugs  in  moderation  to  keep 
things  in  perspective,  behaving  ethically, 
riding  a  bicycle,  skateboard,  or  Segway  to 
work,  seeking  to  reduce  his  or  her  own 
salary,  calling  bureaucrats  on  their  bullshit, 
appointing  more  libertarians,  encouraging 
civil  disobedience  where  appropriate, 
attending  Burning  Man.  and  above  all,  being 
a  consistent  voice  and  vote  for  freedom. 

Starchild:  Some  of  my  top  priorities  if 
elected  include:  •  Decriminalizing  marijuana 
and  ending  local  “Drug  War"  enforcement  • 
Decriminalizing  prostitution  •  Capping  city 
officials'  salaries  at  $99,000/year  •  Imple¬ 
menting  voter-mandated  cost-benefit  analy¬ 
sis  of  proposed  legislation  •  Eliminating  the 
local  sales  tax  •  Holding  police  officers 
accountable  for  wrongful  shootings  and 
excessive  force  •  Upholding  your  right  to 
self-defense  •  De-funding  all  government 
public  relations  spending  •  Protecting  the 
rights  of  undocumented  immigrants  •  Creat¬ 
ing  more  bicycle  lanes  •  Repealing  leash 
laws,  holding  owners  responsible  for  off- 
leash  dogs  •  Requiring  competitive  bidding 
for  all  city  projects  with  a  simple,  transpar¬ 
ent  process  •  Applying  the  Sunshine  Ordi¬ 
nance  to  the  SFPD  and  the  School  Board. 

Starchild:  Low  and  zero-emission  cars  are 
the  future,  and  we  should  meet  that  future 
with  adequate  parking.  Driving  around  look¬ 
ing  for  parking  worsens  traffic  and  causes 
pollution  now.  and  parking  tickets  are  a  ■ 
regressive  tax.  Meanwhile,  support  alterna¬ 
tive  transportation  by  improving  the  bicycle 
lane  network  and  decriminalizing  skate¬ 
boarding.  skating,  and  Segways.  Another 
challenge  will  be  maintaining  our  privacy. 
Cameras  are  now  on  BART,  Muni,  and  all 
taxis  in  San  Francisco.  This  is  a  dangerous. 
Orwellian  trend. 


Dufty:  I  support  the  mayor's  plan  to  build 
1 5,000  new  units  of  housing  over  five  years 
(previous  era  there  were  about  1 .000  new 
units  built  annually).  1  was  vice  chair  of  the 
Budget  Committee  this  year,  and  we  ear¬ 
marked  $20  million  for  affordable  housing 
for  families  and  seniors — the  largest  general 
fund  allocation  ever.  I  supported  landmark 
legislation  that  penalizes  Ellis  Act  evictions 
and  created  a  Castro  charrette  process  for 
community  input  on  in-fill  housing  on  Mar¬ 
ket  Street. 

Dufty:  Drawing  on  years  of  city  government 
experience,  I  worked  with  District  Captains 
John  Goldberg  for  Noe  Valley  and  Paul 
Chignell  for  Upper  Noe  for  responsive  com¬ 
munity  policing.  Partnering  with  SAFE 
(sfsafe.org).  I  initiated  more  block  watches 
than  any  other  supervisor.  I  supported  recent 
foot  patrol  legislation  and  am  endorsed  by 
every  public  safety  official  and  group  (Dis¬ 
trict  Attorney  Kamala  Harris,  Sheriff  Mike 
Hennessey,  the  Police  Officers  Association, 
and  SFPD  Pride  Alliance)  because  of  my 
effectiveness  on  public  safety. 


Rosenthal:  I  support  rent  control,  and  I  am 
proud  to  be  endorsed  by  the  S.F.  Tenants 
Union.  I  will  work  to  make  sure  developers 
in  the  District  are  building  the  maximum 
amount  of  inclusionary  housing.  I  will  pro¬ 
mote  first-time  buyer  programs  such  as  com¬ 
munity  land  trusts  and  limited-equity 
cooperatives.  1  pledge  to  place  limits  on  the 
use  of  the  Ellis  Act.  and  make  it  harder  for 
real  estate  speculators  to  profit  by  the  dis¬ 
placement  of  tenants. 

Rosenthal:  Crime  is  best  prevented  in  two 
ways— through  community-based  violence 
prevention  programs  and  through  com¬ 
munity  policing,  including  more  foot  and 
bike  patrols.  When  the  police  interact 
directly  with  the  neighborhood,  crime 
decreases.  1  pledge  to  support  community- 
based  programs,  such  as  those  found  in 
Prop.  A  from  the  June  2006  ballot.  The 
incumbent  opposed  Prop.  A.  and  he  has 
shown  no  leadership  on  police  reform,  and 
he  voted  against  expanding  foot  patrols  to 
Noe  Valley. 


Starchild:  Rewrite  zoning  laws  to  let  people 
live  in  underused  industrial  and  commer¬ 
cially  zoned  areas.  Allow  more  condo  con¬ 
versions.  Replace  wasteful  "affordable" 
housing  programs  with  housing  vouchers 
given  directly  to  low-income  residents.  End 
rent  control.  It’s  no  coincidence  that  U.S. 
cities  with  rent  control  have  expensive  rental 
housing.  I  say  this  as  a  tenant  living  in  a 
rent-controlled  apartment.  And  cut  the 
bureaucracy  and  red  tape  to  make  building 
new  housing  easier  and  less  expensive. 

Starchild:  Where  do  I  begin?  Stop  wasting 
police  resources  prosecuting  people  for 
things  that  shouldn't  even  be  illegal,  like 
marijuana  and  paid  sex  among  consenting 
adults.  Reduce  the  police  presence  at  peace¬ 
ful  festivals  and  political  demonstrations. 

Get  the  police  out  of  their  cars  and  doing 
more  foot  patrols.  Deter  violent  crime  by  let¬ 
ting  people  carry  handguns  for  self-defense, 
as  is  our  Constitutional  right.  And  require 
convicted  criminals  to  apologize  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  restitution  to  their  victims. 


VOTE  NOVEMBER  7 


Continued  on  Page  15  <*• 
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PERSONAL  SERVICES 

FOR  SENIORS 

Assisting  You  in 
Living  at  Home 
or  Relocating 

•  Coordinating  your  at-home 
needs 

•  Transportation 

•  Work  with  health  care 
professionals 

•  Pay  bills 

•  Organize  clutter 

•  Or  your  special  needs 

Mature  and  Experienced 

Barbara  Hauser 

(415)440-4821 


Also  in  San  Ansel  mo: 

2  lunslead  Avenue  \  4  15.482.885 


WWW.  N  o  m  a  <1R  ugs.com 


TMOMAD 

RUGS 


natuRAlly  dyed  ruqs 


Anliq 


ue  *  Persian 


Contemporary 

Tribal 


3775  24TH  STREET  •  415.401.8833 


Friendship  is  in  bloom. 


Send  the  FTD® 

Garden  Gift®. 

This  blooming  plant  will  add  beauty 
to  any  friend’s  surroundings 

Let  them  know  you’re  thinking 
of  them  today. 

Gourmet  Gift  Baskets  too! 


1 

fir  < 

I  if- 


415-824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 

accentsanfran@netzero.net  •  www.accentsanfran.com 


Bold  &  Beautiful 


Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  —  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 


That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


BUILDING 


TRUST. 


Lfor  life 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  ail  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  November  2006  1 5 


DISTRICT 8 SUPERVISOR Q&A  BEVAN  DUFTY  ALIX  ROSENTHAL 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  13  www.bevimdutty.com www.votealix.com 


STARCHILD 

www.StarchildForSF.com 


7.  Many  Noe  Valley  families  leave 
San  Francisco  once  their  kids  reach 
school  age.  How  do  you  explain  this? 
What,  if  anything,  should  the  city  do 
about  it? 


8.  A  Utah-based  corporation  has  left 
the  former  Real  Food  Company 
space  on  24th  Street  vacant  for  over 
three  years.  Some  say  the  shuttered 
store  has  not  only  hurt  the  former 
employees,  but  harmed  the  economic 
vitality  of  the  entire  commercial 
strip.  How  should  the  city  deal  with 
this  situation,  and  chain  stores  in 
general? 

9.  Because  of  long  delays  and  lack  of 
oversight  in  both  public  and  private 
building  projects,  some  Noe  Valley 
residents  and  merchants  have  grown 
suspicious  of  city  government.  How 
would  you  respond  to  their  concerns? 


10.  What  has  been  the  funniest 
moment  during  your  campaign? 
[Question  provided  by  Arnold 
Sch  warzenegger) 


Dufty:  My  daughter  Sidney  will  attend  pub¬ 
lic  school.  It  is  at  the  top  of  my  priorities. 

I  championed  many  improvements  to  D8 
schools  and  co-authored  Tom  Ammiano’s 
Proposition  H,  providing  City  support  for 
programs  such  as  music  and  art,  physical 
education,  and  guidance  counselors,  which 
have  not  been  available.  Uncertainty  around 
the  school  assignment  process  drives  many 
parents  to  private  schools.  I  have  been 
active  with  all  of  my  schools  and  am  excit¬ 
ed  to  make  further  progress. 

Dufty:  Noe  Valleyites  know  of  my  work 
throughout  the  Real  Food  saga.  I  held  Board 
hearings,  secured  City  cooperation  for  the 
Noe  Valley  Farmers'  Market,  and  secured 
Congresswoman  Pelosi’s  help  on  the 
employee  complaint  before  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board.  Nutraceutical  has 
ignored  everything.  But  I  have  worked  with 
Harley  DeLano  on  his  purchase  of 
Cala/Bell.  That  ensures  we'll  have  an  even 
better  Bell  Market,  which  cares  about  its 
employees  and  the  neighborhood. 

Dufty:  There  were  several  roadblocks  in  the 
Sally  Brunn  Branch  Library  renovation.  I 
worked  closely  with  the  neighborhood  and 
new  City  Librarian  Luis  Herrera  to  resolve 
funding  shortfalls.  We  created  a  bi-monthly 
neighborhood  advisory  committee  meeting 
with  the  contractor  L&C  Construction.  We 
just  initiated  meetings  with  Trico 
Construction  on  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center. 

This  is  ensuring  that  the  neighborhood 
remains  informed  and  that  we  deliver  great 
projects.  I  am  committed  to  reforming  the 
City's  construction  process. 

Dufty:  I  m  a  bit  sleep  deprived.  Rebecca 
[Goldfader],  Sidney,  and  I  went  to  surprise 
Our  Family  Coalition  (LGBT  families)  at 
their  event  in  Diamond  Heights.  I  misplaced 
my  schedule  but  recalled  the  house  number. 

I  rang  the  bell  and  we  stumbled  in — I  im¬ 
mediately  felt  we  were  in  the  wrong  house. 
Who  comes  downstairs  but  former  School 
Board  member  Carlota  del  Portillo  and  two 
grandchildren!  We  laughed!  and  I  realized 
the  event  was  four  houses  down  the  block. 


Rosenthal:  Families  leave  the  city  for  sev¬ 
eral  reasons:  the  price  of  housing,  the  per¬ 
ception  that  schools  are  better  in  the  sub¬ 
urbs,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  a  child 
into  a  public  school  close  to  home.  As  our 
families  are  leaving,  San  Francisco  loses 
funding,  and  the  school  district  is  always 
facing  school  closures.  I  will  protect  the 
schools  in  District  8  from  closure,  by  apply¬ 
ing  the  political  pressure  necessary,  and 
finding  funding  to  supplement  the  school 
district  budget. 

Rosenthal:  Supervisor  Dufty  has  not  been 
able  to  answer  why  Real  Foods  is  still 
empty  and  blighted.  As  a  real  estate  attor¬ 
ney,  1  know  that  we  can  bring  the  owners  to 
the  table  with  the  threat  of  eminent  domain 
or  a  public  nuisance  suit.  1  support  Prop. 

G — it  is  essential  to  maintain  our  neighbor¬ 
hood  character  and  protect  our  small  mom- 
and-pop  shops  and  restaurants  from  the 
predatory  anti-competitive  practices  of 
mega-stores  and  formula  retail. 


Rosenthal:  The  building  inspection  and 
permitting  processes  are  a  mess,  and  open 
to  manipulation  by  permit  expediters.  I 
would  like  to  see  a  management  audit  of  the 
Department  of  Building  Inspection.  1  would 
work  to  limit  permit  expediting.  As  an  attor¬ 
ney  with  experience  in  development  proj¬ 
ects.  I  will  keep  close  watch  over  the  proj¬ 
ects  in  District  8  neighborhoods  to  make 
sure  that  they  are  completed  as  quickly  and 
efficiently  as  possible. 


Rosenthal:  Woody  Miller  is  a  nudist 
activist  and  a  supporter  of  ours.  He  came  by 
the  office  (fully  clothed)  to  volunteer  when 
we  were  making  signs  for  our  wall  with  the 
names  of  our  endorsers.  We  put  a  sign  up 
for  Woody,  and  he  asked  if  he  could  have  a 
picture  with  me  in  front  of  it.  In  half  a  sec¬ 
ond.  he  had  taken  all  his  clothes  off.  and  we 
snapped  the  picture. 


Starchild:  Hmm.  a  mystery  worthy  of 
Sherlock  Holmes.. .not!  It’s  elementary,  my 
dear  editors  (no  pun  intended)!  Government- 
run  schools  in  S.F.  are  mostly  mediocre,  and 
parents  and  students  are  frequently  denied 
their  school  of  choice.  If  these  families  can't 
afford  to  send  their  kids  to  non-government 
schools  while  still  being  taxed  to  pay  for 
government  schools,  naturally  many  of 
them  choose  to  look  elsewhere.  What's 
needed?  Simply  more  choice,  more  compe¬ 
tition,  and  more  accountability  to  parents. 

Starchild:  Let's  require  chain  stores  to 
install  RFID  chip  readers  at  store  entrances, 
and  require  chain  store  opponents  to  get 
RFID  chip  implants.  Any  time  such  a  per¬ 
son  attempted  to  enter  a  chain  store,  the 
RFID  detector's  beeping  would  remind 
them  of  their  values....  OK.  I'm  kidding 
again.  But  if  you  dislike  chain  stores,  put 
your  money  where  your  mouth  is — don't 
shop  there!  Chain  stores  prosper  in  San 
Francisco  because  many  residents  are  hypo¬ 
crites. 

Starchild:  I  would  treat  their  concerns  seri¬ 
ously.  say  sympathetic  things,  and  sound 
knowledgeable  and  practical.  Meanwhile.  I 
would  continue  to  support  the  kind  of  legis¬ 
lation  that  has  spawned  a  bloated  city  gov¬ 
ernment  with  sweeping  powers  to  interfere 
in  people's  lives  and  lacking  adequate  trans¬ 
parency  or  accountability,  resulting  in  build¬ 
ing  project  snafus  and  other  unintended  con¬ 
sequences.  Oh  wait,  never  mind — that's  my 
opponents.  I'd  sound  less  electable,  but 
would  be  less  a  part  of  the  problem. 

Starchild:  Unfortunately.  I  can't  tell  you 
about  it.  If  we  repeal  some  bad  laws,  hope¬ 
fully  that  will  change!  But  some  of  my 
favorite  moments  have  been  while  wearing 
some  scandalous  outfit  at  a  party  or  some¬ 
thing.  handing  someone  a  flier  when  they're 
least  expecting  it  and  telling  them  I'm  run¬ 
ning  for  supervisor.  Reactions  can  be  price¬ 
less!  Even  if  the  person  isn't  in  my  district, 
at  least  I've  made  politics  a  little  more  fun 
for  someone. 


CABRILLO 


PLUMBING 


HEAT  &  AIR 


PLUMBING 

HEATING 

AIR 

Quality  •  Experience  •  Honesty 
Service  Since  1961 


. 

\f 

www.discovercabrillo.com 
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garden  design 

by  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 

- • 

I  will  spend  a  few  hours  with 
you  and  your  garden-to-be  and 
provide  the  elements  of  a 
professionally  designed  garden- 

on-the-spot. garden  design 
in  just  one  visit 

- * 

•  Balance  and  unity  i 

•  Space  and  scale 

•  Symmetry  &  proportion 

•  Color,  light,  shade,  texture 


on-the-spot,  garden  design 


(fully  documented  design  also  available) 

— • - 

p  415.695.9400  r*  deanna@glorydesign.com 
www.glorydesign.com 


Spacious  Diamond  Heights  View  Townhouse 


Free  Bag  of 

40  FILTROPA  FILTERS 

With  purchase  of  any  1  lb.  of  coffee 
(except  those  on  sale) 

November  only,  with  this  ad 


COFFEE  COMPANY 


A  great  house-alternative 
with  (+/-)  2,100  sq.  ft.  & 
detached  on  3  sides! 

■  Bay  &  City  Views 

■  Living  Room  w/FP 

■  Formal  Dining  Room 

■  Family-Area  Kitchen 

■  3  Spacious  Bedrooms 

■  2.5  Baths 

■  Lg  Bonus  Rm  w/Patio 

■  Rear  Walk-Out  Deck 

■  2  Car  Attached  Garage 
Offered  at  $928,000 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Offering  50  Varieties  of 
C*0*F*F*E*E 

by  the  pound  or  half-pound 

Custom  Drinks 
Healthy  Breakfasts 


3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 
1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648-1 166 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 


Stephanie  Ahlberg 

#/  Top  Producer  for  2005! 

(415)321-4232 

RealtyTnSanFrancisco.com 

jgHnXfca 


Open  Monday  through  Friday 

5:30  a.m.  to  8  pan. 
Saturdays  6 a.m.  to  8  pan. 
Sundays  6 a.m.  to  7 pan. 
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MAE  BOXES  ETC* 


4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 

(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  •  Sat.  10  a.m.  -  5.  p.m. 


Mailbox  Rentals 
Black  &  White  Copies 
FAX 

Color  Copies 
Laminating  /  Binding 


FEDEX 

DHL 

UPS 


Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 
Custom  Packing 
Boxes 

Shipping  &  Moving 
Supplies 


Family  Owned  &  Operated  Since  1 987 


•  Family  Friendly 

•  Serving  Breakfast 
All  Day 

Featuring  Homemade 
Soups,  Niman  Ranch 
Burgers,  Fish  &  Chips 


Take  Out  Available 

Open  Monday 
through  Saturday 
9  am  -  9  pm 

Sundays  9  am  -  5  pm 


3853  24th  Street 
@  Vicksburg 

415  282-1213 


{Trust  Building  Tip  #64} 
Stop  "borrowing"  money 
from  your  kid's  piggy  bank. 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 

That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


building 


TRUST, 


.LOR  UFH 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 

Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


( jinger  %arets 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 

415-282-4492 

www.hidden-cottage.com 
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Take  a  Look  at  an 
Urban  Village  Plan 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

alternative,”  says  Neuwirth.  That  refined 
plan  will  be  presented  at  the  December 
forum. 

A  Bus  Stop  at  Bell? 

One  Urban  Ecology  alternative  would 
concentrate  interest  around  a  central  fo¬ 
cal  point,  a  village  center,  if  you  will,  such 
as  the  Bell  Market  area.  Imagine  a  Muni 
bus  stop  island  at  Bell,  for  example,  or  a 
middle-of-the-block  crosswalk  or  signal 
lighting,  along  with  more  benches  and 
more  trees. 

Passengers  currently  are  picked  up  or 
let  off  at  the  intersections  of  Noe  and 
Sanchez  streets.  Creating  a  single  bus 
stop  island  in  the  middle  of  the  block 
would  allow  buses  to  ‘‘more  easily  move 
through  24th  Street,”  says  Neuwirth.  A 
crosswalk  or  signal  at  that  location  would 
improve  safety  for  pedestrians,  many  of 
whom  routinely  jaywalk  to  and  from  the 


Bell  Market  parking  lot. 

Another  alternative  would  explore  the 
feasibility  of  multiple,  though  smaller, 
village  hubs.  They  could  be  located  at 
current  transit  stops,  such  as  24th  and 
Castro  streets  and  24th  and  Church 
streets.  “You  could  put  in  some  more 
street  furniture  and  slow  down  the  traffic 
and,  if  it  merits,  have  a  mid-block  cross¬ 
walk,”  says  Neuwirth. 

The  third  option  focuses  on  spreading 
the  amenities  more  evenly  up  and  down 
24th  Street. 

Outside  Funding  Required 

Forum  participants  will  be  polled  on 
sidewalk  lighting  and  other  pedestrian 
safety  features.  They’ll  also  be  asked  their 
opinion  on  whether  the  streetscape  should 
include  such  elements  as  neighborhood 
identity  signs,  more  benches,  bulletin 
boards,  bus  shelters,  stylish  newspaper 
boxes,  bike  racks,  or  time  clocks. 

“If  we  have  a  comprehensive  plan... 
and  an  aggressive  community  [to  advo¬ 
cate],  some  of  this  or  all  of  this  can  be  im¬ 
plemented,”  says  Neuwirth. 

That  implementation  is  dependent 


Lorenzo 

.  ■■■ 

Boelitz  Construction 

License  #376960 

25  years  of 

successful 

Noe  Valley 
renovations 

\  V  , 

-Foundations 

|| 

-Additions 

-Garages 

(415) 642- 

5800 

-Landscaping 

Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


$10  OFF 
with  this  ad 

Not  in  conjunction 
with  other  offers. 


WE  BRING 
OUT  THE 
BEST  IN  YOU 


5T 


Treat 

Yourself 
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ii 
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© 
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1401  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco,  CA  941  14 
www.isassalon.com 


upon  winning  government  funding,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Niemann  and  Neuwirth. 

“NVA  is  not  going  to  pay  for  it,”  says 
Niemann.  “It’s  going  to  take  state,  fed¬ 
eral,  and  city  money.” 

More  Trees  to  Be  Planted 

The  Noe  Valley  Association  came  into 
existence  earlier  this  year  after  local  mer¬ 
chants  voted  to  create  a  community  ben¬ 
efit  district.  Merchants  and  property  own¬ 
ers  along  the  24th  Street  corridor  pay  an 
annual  fee  to  finance  the  association’s  op¬ 
erations. 

Projects  so  far  have  included  steam¬ 
cleaning  the  sidewalks  and  planting  a  va¬ 
riety  of  trees  along  24th  and  other  streets 
in  the  neighborhood.  Niemann  says  39 
trees  were  planted  in  September  and  12 
in  October,  with  another  three  dozen  trees 
set  to  be  planted  in  November. 

Trash  Cans  Sprout  Flowers 

Twenty-fourth  Street  also  now  sports 
live  flowers,  growing  out  of  the  top  of 
trash  bins  at  the  comers  of  Vicksburg  and 
Sanchez  streets.  The  flowering  plants 
have  been  placed  inside  the  wire  con¬ 


Acura  BMW  Buick  Chevrolet  Chrysler  Dodge  Ford  GMC 


tainers  that  were  once  designed  for  recy¬ 
clable  materials — and  the  setup  is  on  a 
trial  basis. 

The  plantings  drew  a  mild  complaint 
from  James  Keefer,  a  Guerrero  Street  res¬ 
ident  who  frequently  does  business  on 
24th  Street.  Keefer  says  the  containers 
prevent  scavengers  from  scrounging 
around  in  the  trash  bins  and  possibly  cre¬ 
ating  a  mess.  And  he  fears  that  owners 
would  not  properly  care  for  the  plants. 

“People  are  notoriously  bad  about  wa¬ 
tering  their  plants,”  says  Keefer.  “In¬ 
evitably,  someone  is  not  going  to  water 
them  and  they’re  going  to  die.  I  feel  sorry 
for  them.” 

Niemann  says  such  worries  are  un¬ 
founded.  The  city  no  longer  uses  those 
particular  bins  for  recyclable  collections, 
she  says,  and  the  association  has  a  con¬ 
tract  with  a  firm  to  water  plants  along 
24th  Street.  ■ 


185  Bayshore  Boulevard 
San  Francisco,  CA  94124 
www.automotionsf.com 


415.550.2400 


COMPLETE  AUTOMOTIVE  SERVICE  AND  REPAIR 

~  Foreign  &  Domestic  ~ 

*  Engine  Service  &  Repair 

•  Scheduled  Maintenance 

FAMILY  *  Computer  Diagnostics 

OWNED  !  Brakes'1965 
&  OPERATED  •  Tire  Center 


10%  OFF  LABOR  , 

1  bring  this  ad  on  appointment  day  I 
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Betty  Taisch 

Top  Producer 


It  takes  more  than  a  sign  to  sell  your  home. 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in 
today’s  active  market  -  plus  local,  nationwide,  and 
international  marketing.  Call  me  today  to  learn  more 
about  buying  or  selling  your  home 


CHS,  LTG,  PMN.CRB,  SRES,  EPRO 
International  President's 
Top  1%  Nationally 


COLOUUGU. 
BANKER  a 


(415)338-0121 

betty@taisch.com 

www.taisch.com 


3080  Marker  Street  -  $1,145,000 
Classic  Upper  Market  Triplex  located  in  a  desirable 
&  convenient  location,  Unit  l)  Full  upper  level 
2BR  flat  is  filled  with  light  from  numerous 
skylights  This  unit  includes  a  private  deck  & 
laundry  room  w/washer  &  dryer  hook  up.  Spacious 
living  room,  eat-in  kitchen  &  wonderful  views  of 
the  bay.  Perfect  for  owners  unit.  Unit  2)  Junior  1 
bed  apartment  w/private  rear  deck.  Unit  3)  Studio 
with  separate  kitchen. 


1351-1355  Harmon  Street  $1,125,000 
Wonderful  Victorian  mixed  use  building.  1st  floor: 
Commercial  store  front.  Hardwood  floors,  open 
floor  plan,  security  system,  high  ceilings  with  track 
lighting.  2nd  floor:  Original  4  room  flat,  now  with 
open  floor  plan  &  hardwood  floors,  "living  room" 
with  fireplace,  eat-in  kitchen  with  ceramic  tile  floor. 
&  dishwasher  Top  floor;  Wonderful,  bright,  loft  like 
space  w/some  partitions  &  hardwood  floors.  Nicely 
updated  kitchen  with  stainless  appliances. 


1 8  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  November  2006 


{Trust  Building  Tip  #92} 

Borrowed  clothes  should  never  be 
returned  to  their  owner  as  dirty  laundry. 


Happy  Thanksgiving 

FROM  THE  STAFF  OF 

NOE  VALLEY  DELI 

Celebrating  Our  27th  Year 

American  &  Middle  Eastern  Foods 

Featuring  for  your  Holiday  Pleasure: 

Homemade  Salads  Fresh  Roast  Turkey  %  Fresh  Falafel 
Grilled  Lamb  &  Chicken  Shawarma  Middle  Eastern  Vegetarian 
Party  Trays  and  Spanakopita  Trays  at  Special  Prices 

Now  Serving  Grilled  Cheese  Steaks  &  Burgers 

Catering  and  Ready-to-go-Service 
4007  24th  Street  •  Call  Karim:  415-824-8373 


San  Francisco:  415.641.4407 
Berkeley:  510.540.555 7 
Davis:  530.756.8048 
Sacramento:  916.448.7130 

rikidesign.com 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 


That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


BLiLDIM. 

TRUST  ok  uu 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 


z 

ZEPHYR 


4001  24th  St  at  Noe  St 
San  Francisco 
4  1  5-282-786  1 


INDULGE 

YOURSELF 

EXPERIENCE 

LOGICS 

1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco.  CA  94  1  14 

We  Bring  Out 
The  Best 
In  YOU 


•ATLAS  LANDSCAPES* 


Designers  &  Builders  of  extraordinary  gardens 
Under  the  masterful  eye  of  David  Graham 


Please  visit  us:  Atlands.com 
Phone  415-380-0604 


Decks 

Retaining  Walls 

Artistic  Fencing 

Water  Features 

Superb  Masonry 
Work 

Drainage  Issues 

Planting 

Lighting 

Hot  Tub 
Installation 


Landscape  &  General  Contractors 

Ca.  Lie.  #  562324 


Small  Spaces  a 
Specialty 
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After  a  long  career  in  the  tamale  business,  Bob  Johnson  stays  young  by  playing  chess,  visiting 
with  friends,  and  strolling  around  the  city’s  parks.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


The  TAMALE 
About  Town 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

The  car  sports  a  vanity  plate  that  reads 
TAMALE,  a  word  that  suits  Johnson  in 
more  ways  than  one. 

Yes,  Johnson  was  in  the  tamale  busi¬ 
ness.  His  father  opened  the  first  Johnson’s 
Tamale  Grotto  in  Sacramento,  but  relo¬ 
cated  to  San  Francisco  in  1912,  when 
Johnson  was  just  2  years  old.  Young  Bob 
grew  up  on  Capp  Street,  close  to  the  fam¬ 
ily’s  restaurant  at  20th  and  Mission. 
When  his  father  died  in  a  1918  automo¬ 
bile  accident,  Johnson’s  mother  contin¬ 
ued  to  operate  the  tamale  parlor. 

After  graduating  from  U.C.  Berkeley 
in  1933  and  doing  a  short  stint  for  the  city 
in  a  social  services  job,  the  younger  John¬ 
son  took  over  the  family  business.  He 
eventually  opened  a  tamale  restaurant  in 
the  Sunset  and  a  third  in  the  Westlake 
Shopping  Center.  The  Sunset  location,  on 
the  comer  of  Vicente  and  24th  Avenue, 
was  one  of  the  first  to  offer  home  deliv¬ 
ery  in  the  area. 

A  tangy  recipe  for  tamale  sauce  was  the 
main  reason  the  Grotto  thrived,  says 
Johnson.  “It  was  a  recipe  that  we  devel¬ 
oped  over  trial  and  error.  We  worked  on 
it  for  many  years  until  we  finally  got  it 
right!” 

In  1975,  Johnson  sold  the  business  and 
retired. 

Although  he  no  longer  cooks,  Johnson 
still  harbors  an  affection  for  good  food.  If 
you  rise  early,  you  might  run  into  him  at 
Herb’s  Fine  Foods  on  24th  Street,  where 
he  heads  each  morning  for  breakfast  with 
several  other  loyal  regulars. 

“Herb’s  is  like  a  second  home  to  me,” 
Johnson  says  in  earnest. 

He  also  enjoys  stopping  by  Martha’s 
Coffee,  Savor  Restaurant,  and  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Pizza,  and  strolling  down  24th  Street 
to  people- watch  and  look  at  the  shops’ 
window  displays — the  very  same  things 
he  enjoyed  doing  when  he  arrived  in  the 
neighborhood  so  many  years  ago. 


“It  was  the  main  shopping  area  in  those 
years.  [There  were]  families  walking 
along  with  dogs  on  leashes,”  he  says. 

Today,  the  street  has  much  the  same 
vibe,  except  for  one  thing.  So  many  solo 
dads  with  infants  and  dogs  in  tow  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  sign  of  the  times,  says  Johnson. 

Whether  he’s  roaming  inside  or  outside 
the  neighborhood,  Johnson  likes  to  take 
stock  of  the  city’s  architecture.  He  even 
knows  the  names  of  all  the  tall  buildings 
in  downtown  San  Francisco.  That  may 
not  sound  like  such  a  surprising  feat  when 
you  learn  that  Johnson  thought  nothing  of 
walking  from  his  family’s  restaurant  in 
the  Mission  to  the  Ferry  Building,  and 
then  along  the  Embarcadero  to  Fisher¬ 
man’s  Wharf  and  back,  while  he  was 
growing  up. 

“When  I  was  a  kid,  I  would  never  walk. 
I  would  always  run.  That’s  what  they  told 
me,”  he  says. 

These  days,  Johnson  often  drives 
around  town,  stopping  to  take  a  walk  at 
Ocean  Beach,  Golden  Gate  Park,  or  the 
Cliff  House.  While  at  home,  he  likes  to 
challenge  himself  to  a  game  of  chess  on 
his  electronic  chess  board.  Painted  mod¬ 
els  of  favorite  cars  line  the  shelves  in  his 


living  room,  and  a  framed  photo  of  a 
Lamborghini  hangs  in  his  kitchen. 

So  what’s  the  secret  to  his  longevity? 

“I  always  did  exercise.  I  ate  right,  and 
I  gave  up  smoking  when  I  entered  the 
Army,”  he  says.  “I  guess  I  have  good 
genes.” 

From  his  corner  apartment  on  his 
building’s  second  floor,  which  boasts 
180-degree  views  of  the  eastern 


cityscape,  Johnson  has  witnessed  the  sur¬ 
rounding  neighborhood  emerge  from  a 
quiet  swathe  of  overgrown  empty  lots  and 
family  farms  into  one  of  the  most  desir¬ 
able  residential  areas  in  the  city.  He  has 
watched  as  skyscrapers  appeared  and 
eventually  came  to  dominate  the  down¬ 
town  skyline.  He  has  lived  in  San  Francis¬ 
co  through  the  1939  World’s  Fair  (which 
he  attended  at  least  three  times  a  week  for 
the  entire  year  it  ran),  the  Beat  Era,  the 
swinging  ’60s,  the  shocking  murders  of 
Harvey  Milk  and  George  Moscone,  the 
Loma  Prieta  Earthquake,  and  most  re¬ 
cently,  the  dot-com  boom  and  bust. 

San  Francisco  may  have  grown  and 
changed  over  the  past  100  years,  but 
Johnson  says  there  is  one  thing  that  has 
stayed  the  same  about  life  in  the  City  by 
the  Bay. 

“You  can  be  yourself.  You  can  do  what 
you  want  to  do.  You’re  free,”  he  says.  ■ 

Bob  Johnson  is  just  one  of  hundreds  of 
longtime  residents  who  are  the  key  to  pre¬ 
serving  Noe  Valley's  past.  In  November, 
the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  will  celebrate 
Noe  Valley  History  Month  by  gathering  to 
share  old  photographs,  music,  and  mem¬ 
ories.  The  history  celebration  will  be  held 
on  Thursday,  Nov.  9,  from  7:30  to  9  p.m.,- 
at  St.  Philip’s  Parish  Hall  at  Diamond 
and  Elizabeth  streets. 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 


Thinking  of  Redecorating? 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Organic 


Garden 


Artistry 


1 7  year's  experience 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


Coming  Soon 
to  the  Heart  of  the  City 


Coldwell  Banker  Market  Street 


Trust  a  Company  with  10  Years  Experience 


We  come  to  you  and  handle  everything! 
From  design  to  product  selection  to  final 
installation.  We  value  the  Sun  and  your 
Views!  Drapery’  Works!  specializes 
in  AH  window  coverings  including: 

*  Roman  Shades 

*  Custom  Draperies  &  Sheers 

*  Solar  Screens 

*  Silhouette#  Window  Treatments 

*  Custom  Bedding 

*  Luminette#  Privacy  Sheers 

*  Balloon  Shades  &  Tailored  Romans 

*  Wood  Blinds 

*  Fabric  Valances 
•And  more .... 


Jolynn  Rodriguez 
Owner 


\\ff  i  imu*  to  \on 


A  Drapery  Works! 

111  415-330-9130 

Serving  San  Francisco  and  the  Bay  Area 


Mention 
this  Ad 
And  Receive 
20%  OFF 


Light  Enhances  Everything! 


In  commemoration  of  100  years  of  service  to 
San  Francisco  home  buyers  ana  sellers  and  as  a  proud 
symbol  of  our  continued  commitment  to  the  people  of 
this  fine  city,  we  are  pleased  to  announce  the  grand 
opening  of  our  fifth  San  Francisco  office. 

Opening  December  2006 

For  expert  representation  of  your  real  estate  needs  or 
to  discuss  a  career  with  this  exciting  new  office,  contact 
San  Francisco's  real  estate  leader: 


EST.  1906 


Rick  Turley 

Managing  Broker 

415.338.0111 


Coidweii  Banker  Market  Street 

2355  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 


COLDUJeU. 
BANKER  □ 


RESIDENT!  U  BROKERAGE 
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GMAC  Real  Estate 

Dennis  Otto 

415-345-2570 

dotto@pacunion.com 


DENNIS  OTTO 


Trusted  Advisor 
Skilled  Negotiator 
Expert  Facilitator 


4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  ★  $34  for  3  courses 


EST:  1990 

JANET  MOYER 


Landscaping 


1031  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
jmoyerlandscaping.com 
415.821.3760 

Landscape  Contractor  License  853919 
Pest  Control  License  23632 


"After  working  with  Lisa  only  a  few 
times,  I  felt  comfortable  running 
again  and  over  time  I  think  I  even 
improved  my  speed.  I  believe  that 
working  with  Lisa  helps  me  continue 
to  participate  in  this  game  I  love." 

-  Cheers,  Sunita  Rao 
SF  Vikings  (40  and  Over) 


wmntM « 


Chiropractic  Sports  Medicine 


Active  Release  Techniques 


Massage  Therapy 


Complete  Chiropractic  Care 


Rolfing 


Progressive  Rehabilitation 


Motion  X-ray 


Architecture 

Landscape 

Interior 

Graphics 

Media 


no  charge  for  first  consultation,  permit  expediting  available 


New 

Remodel 

Addition 


San  Francisco 

tfoe  Valley  Jewelry 


tfof  for  any  b<My 


wa  t/2 
zvfk  Sfreef 
</IS-206-070</ 
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A  Baker’s  Dozen:  In  12  years  on  24th  Street,  Noe  Valley  Bakery  owners  Mary  and  Michael  Gassen  have  treated  their  devoted  clientele  to 
every  kind  of  pastry  imaginable — from  pumpkin  cookies  to  challah  bread  to  their  own  brand  of  “Most-est”  cupcakes.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Noe  Valley  Bakery 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

“This  is  definitely  one  of  them.” 

Though  best  known  for  its  blueberry- 
pecan  scones,  cakes,  and  chocolate-chip 
cookies,  the  Noe  Valley  Bakery  also 
makes  15  to  20  different  kinds  of  breads, 
close  to  30  kinds  of  scones  and  breakfast 
pastries,  and  another  30  kinds  of  cookies, 
tarts,  cakes,  and  desserts.  “Ours  is  an  old- 
fashioned  American  full-line  bakery,” 
says  Mary  Gassen,  45,  Michael’s  wife 
and  partner  in  the  business. 

It’s  not  a  French  bakery  like  Tartine  or 
the  boulangeries  popping  up  all  over  the 
city,  but  a  bakery  that  warms  the  hearts 
and  stomachs  of  adults  and  children  alike. 
“Every  neighborhood  needs  one  of 
these,”  says  Mary.  “You're  not  necessar¬ 
ily  going  to  drive  across  town  for  a  crois¬ 
sant  and  a  cup  of  coffee,  so  you  need  one 
in  your  neighborhood.” 

But  San  Francisco  Chronicle  writer 
Joel  Selvin  has  driven  across  town  for 
breakfast  this  Monday  morning.  He  says, 
“I  drive  all  the  way  from  Potrero  Hill  to 
buy  croissants.  And  my  wife  is  a  fan  of 
their  cinnamon  twist.” 

Whether  or  not  Selvin  is  an  anomaly, 
Mary  Gassen  believes  that  people  are 
traveling  across  town  to  pick  up  the  bak¬ 
ery’s  signature  cakes.  That’s  because  cus¬ 
tomers  can  custom-design  their  cakes 
first,  online.  “It  started  out  with  an  idea 
of  mine  to  have  a  little  fun  thing  on  our 
web  site  where  you  could  click  on  it  with 
your  daughter  and  do  her  [birthday] 
cake,”  Mary  explains.  Now,  customers 
can  not  only  select  their  cake’s  base,  ic¬ 
ing,  and  decorations,  but  they  can  write 
their  own  message,  draw  a  picture,  or 
scan  in  a  photo  that  will  be  reproduced  in 
food  coloring  on  edible  rice  paper. 

“The  more  choices  we  give  them  to  add 
on,  the  more  they  love  it,”  says  Mary. 

Making  it  personal  is  what  it’s  all  about 
at  this  bakery.  And  making  it  easy,  too. 
This  year,  the  owners  created  a  new  line 
called  Bake  At  Home.  The  bakery’s  re¬ 
frigerated  display  case  now  offers  frozen 
dough — for  cookies,  scones,  and  pie 
crusts — that  customers  can  take  home 
and  bake  themselves.  Mary  says  she  and 
Michael  plan  to  add  more  items  for  the 
holidays,  including  cheese  straws  and 
other  hors  d’oeuvres. 

Says  neighborhood  regular  Francesca 
DeStefano,  “I  love  the  way  they  allow 
you  to  express  your  enthusiasm  for  every 
holiday  or  possible  seasonal  excuse  to  eat 
things.” 

The  bakery  kicked  off  its  busiest  sea¬ 
son  of  the  year  at  the  end  of  September 
with  Rosh  Hashanah.  For  this  holiday,  the 
Gassens  make  a  special  round  challah 
bread,  honey  cake,  and  prune  hamantashen 
cookies,  in  addition  to  their  usual  rugelach. 

Since  then,  Michael  has  rolled  out  the 
fall  specialties:  pumpkin  cheesecake,  tiny 
pumpkin  teacakes,  and  of  course,  pump¬ 
kin  cookies.  “It's  a  thing  of  beauty,”  he 
says.  “It’s  a  soft  cookie  with  golden  raisins 
and  walnuts,  a  little  bit  of  spice  and  cin¬ 
namon.  It’s  our  number-one  fall  item. 
We’ll  make  15,000  between  now  and 
Christmas.” 

For  Thanksgiving  itself,  the  bakery 
makes  900  pies,  5,000  rolls,  and  300  to 
400  loaves  of  bread.  “It's  staggering  how 
much  we  do  out  of  this  1 ,500-square-foot 
place,”  Michael  says.  And  at  Christmas 
he  makes  buche  de  Noel  and  Christmas 
stollen,  for  which  he  candies  the  fruit 
himself. 

Michael  is  not  a  schooled  baker,  but  an 


experienced  one.  He’s  second  to  last  in  a 
line  of  six  children  that  his  mother  raised 
on  her  own  in  Richmond,  Calif.  Michael 
attended  a  private  high  school  there,  so  he 
worked  to  pay  tuition.  As  a  sophomore, 
he  started  mopping  floors  in  a  bakery.  By 
the  time  he  graduated,  he  was  assistant 
baker. 

Mary  is  a  classically  schooled  chef,  but 
admits,  “I  can’t  bake  my  way  out  of  a  pa¬ 
per  bag."  So  Michael  runs  the  bakery,  and 
she  runs  the  business. 

They  bought  the  bakery  in  October 
1994,  three  days  before  their  wedding.  “It 
was  a  little  stressful,"  Michael  remem¬ 


bers.  They  closed  the  doors  a  week  before 
Christmas,  and  “the  neighborhood  just 
about  had  a  collective  heart  attack,  but  we 
had  to  clean  and  remodel  because  it  was 
a  nightmare  in  here.” 

They  knocked  out  the  front  wall  that 
separated  the  front  of  the  store  from  the 
kitchen,  so  that  customers  could  see  the 
bakers  at  work.  And  they  cleaned  like  no¬ 
body's  business.  They  bought  new  equip¬ 
ment  and  supplies  and  opened  in  Febru¬ 
ary  1995. 

Prior  to  their  ownership,  a  bakery  had 
been  in  operation  at  that  location  since 
1908.  For  many  years  it  operated  as 


Plate’s  Bakery,  named  for  owners  Henry 
and  Dora  Plate.  In  1967,  the  business 
passed  to  German  immigrants  Erich  and 
Marianne  Eberle.  The  Eberles  still  own 
the  building  today. 

When  the  Gassens  took  over,  they  also 
launched  a  wholesale  operation.  They 
had  a  6,000-square-foot  production  fa¬ 
cility  off  Bayshore  Boulevard,  100  em¬ 
ployees,  four  to  five  delivery  trucks,  and 
a  storefront  in  Albany.  But  business  did¬ 
n’t  go  as  well  as  they’d  hoped.  In  2004, 
they  decided  to  quit  the  wholesale  busi¬ 
ness  entirely  and  operate  solely  as  a  small 
bakery  with  25  employees. 

“That  was  the  hardest  decision  of  our 
entire  lives,”  Mary  says.  "Thank  God  we 
got  out  of  that,”  Michael  adds.  “That  was 
insane.”  The  only  place  they  sell  their 
baked  goods  outside  of  Noe  Valley  now 
is  the  Ferry  Plaza  Farmers  Market  on  Sat¬ 
urdays. 

Lately,  business  is  good  and  life  is  eas¬ 
ier.  For  the  first  time  since  they  started, 
the  Gassens  took  off  30  days  in  a  row  this 
summer.  They  also  are  both  working  part- 
time,  generally  speaking.  Most  days, 
Michael  comes  in  at  8,  not  4,  and  he  of¬ 
ten  plays  golf  on  Thursdays.  Mary  works 
at  home  in  Mill  Valley  as  mother  to  their 
9-year-old  daughter,  Anna  Maria,  and  7- 
year-old  son.  Jack. 

Don't  be  fooled  into  thinking  they’re 
slacking  off,  however.  “My  philosophy 
on  running  a  business  is  to  keep  it  fresh 
and  interesting,”  says  Mary.  One  way  she 
and  her  husband  do  that  is  by  rolling  out 
new  items  at  the  bakery.  Have  you  no¬ 
ticed  their  Most-est  cupcakes  and  their 
NoeOs  (like  Oreos)?  Also,  in  addition  to 
new  holiday  hors  d'oeuvres  for  Bake  At 
Home,  look  for  whole-grain  bread  and 
pain  demi  in  the  coming  months,  she  says. 

The  couple  are  entrepreneurs  at  heart, 
Michael  says,  so  they’re  always  looking 
for  ways  to  continue  having  fun.  And 
they've  got  an  idea  they  can’t  resist.  They 
plan  to  open  an  old-fashioned  sweet  shop, 
rich  with  retro  candies,  toys,  comic 
books,  and  a  fountain.  We  city  dwellers 
will  have  to  cross  the  Golden  Gate  for  this 
treat,  though,  because  they  plan  to  open 
it  in  Mill  Valley. 

But  do  not  fear  the  loss  of  a  local  in¬ 
stitution.  The  Gassens  just  signed  a  new 
14-year  lease  for  the  Noe  Valley  Bakery 
and  Bread  Company  on  24th  Street.  ■ 

Kate  Volkman  is  writing  a  series  of  arti¬ 
cles  on  longtime  businesses  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  She  also  helps  families  and  compa¬ 
nies  record  and  preserve  their  history. 


Erich  and  Marianne  Eberle  still  own  the  building,  but  they  once  operated  the  family  bakery  at 
4073  24th  Street — for  more  than  25  years,  in  fact.  Here,  they  show  off  a  drawing  of  the  old 
Plate's  Bakery,  named  for  founding  owners  Henry  and  Dora  Plate.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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BLISS  BAR 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 

0  4026  24th  St.  § 

2  z 

«  415-826-6200 


www.blissbarsf.com 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts ,  demand  the  very  best! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  1,000  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 

Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.NoeValleyOnline.com 
a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 

Sue  Bowie  (415)  642-4000 

Top  1%  Nationally  suebowie@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


CAS 

Construction 

Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 


IL 


Serving  the  Bay  Area 
Since  1988 


Quit 

SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 

24  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 
Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


Art  Glass  ♦  Furniture  •  Plaster  Ornament  *  Textiles  •  Wallpaper  •  Tile 


A  resource  for  period 
design,  products,  & 
specialized  skills. 

RTISTIC 
LICENSE 


www.artisticlicense.org 
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Architecture  •  Construction  •  Interior  &  Color  Design  •  Painted  Finishes 


"Good  service ,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance 

Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 
California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor, 

State  Farm  is  there.  ® 

STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 


Open  Adoption 

Pregnant?  Adopting? 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 

Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 
415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb  s  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  *  415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Home  Sellers  Start 
Settling  for  Less 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Noe  Valley  homebuyers  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  retreating  housing  market 
to  purchase  real  estate  at  less  than  full 
price  in  September — the  first  time  that 
has  happened  in  years. 

Ten  single-family  houses  closed  es¬ 
crow  during  the  first  month  of  fall,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  which 
provides  monthly  sales  data  to  the  Voice. 
That  compared  with  15  sales  in  August 
and  6  transactions  in  September  of  2005. 

Home  shoppers  paid  an  average  of  99 
percent  of  the  asking  price — a  far  cry 
from  the  115  percent  they  ponied  up  a 
year  ago. 

Picky  buyers  also  took  longer  to  close 
the  deal.  The  average  buyer  in  September 
closed  escrow  in  45  days,  compared  to  40 


days  in  August  and  41  days  a  year  ago. 

Randall  Kostick,  Zephyr’s  general 
sales  manager,  said  two  homes  in  partic¬ 
ular  were  responsible  for  the  reduction  in 
the  average  sales  price  and  the  lengthier 
sales  period. 

Kostick  said  one  home  in  the  $2  mil¬ 
lion  range  sold  for  5  percent  below  the 
asking  price  and  was  on  the  market  for 
97  days.  And  buyers  closed  escrow  on  a 
$1.1  million  home,  after  87  days  on  the 
market,  for  14  percent  below  its  initial 
price  tag. 

The  lower  sales  figures  and  long  waits 
were  examples  of  “both  sellers  and  real¬ 
tors  not  taking  into  account  that  the  mar¬ 
ket  is  not  what  it  was  a  year  ago,”  Kostick 
said.  “If  you  overprice  your  home  or 
don't  price  it  correctly,  it  just  sits  there.” 

The  most  expensive  home  sold  in  Sep¬ 
tember  was  in  the  500  block  of  Eureka 
Street,  between  22nd  and  23rd  streets. 
Buyers  paid  $2.3  million  for  the  three- 
bedroom,  372-bath  home  with  2,700 
square  feet  of  living  space. 

Five  condominiums  changed  hands 
during  September,  compared  with  12  in 
August  and  5  in  September  a  year  earlier. 

The  costliest,  at  $1,225,000,  was  a 
three-bedroom,  2  72-bath,  2,000-square- 
foot  unit  in  the  500  block  of  29th  Street, 
between  Noe  and  Castro  streets.  ■ 


A  Snapshot  of  Noe  Valley  Rents** 

Type  of  Unit 

Number  in 
Sample 

Range  of  Rents 
October  2006 

Average 

October  2006 

Average 

A  Year  Ago 

Studio 

5 

$  950 -$1,425 

$1,200 /mo. 

$1,082 /mo. 

1 -bedroom 

4 

$1,400 -$1,900 

$1,649 /mo. 

$1,692 /mo. 

2-bedroom 

17 

$2,150 -$3,200 

$2,605 /mo. 

$2,213 /mo. 

3-bedroom 

4 

$2,700  -  $3,700 

$3,319 /mo. 

$3,269  /  mo. 

4+-bedroom 

2 

$6,000  -  $6,000 

$6,000  /  mo. 

— 

**  Survey  based  on  a  sample  of  32  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on  Craigslisl.com  from  Oct.  13  to 

22,  2006.  nw  nm 

Total  Sales 

No. 

Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 

Low  High  Average 

Price  ($)  Price  ($)  Price  ($) 

Avg.  Days 
on  Market 

Sale  Price  As 
%  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

Sept.  2006 

10 

$947,000 

$2,311,000 

$1,378,900 

45 

99% 

Aug.  2006 

15 

$657,000 

$2,800,000 

$1,597,000 

40 

102% 

Sept.  2005 

6 

$825,000 

$1,325,000 

$1,103,501 

41 

115% 

Condominiums 

Sept.  2006 

5 

$615,000 

$1,225,000 

$825,600 

37 

102% 

Aug.  2006 

12 

$635,000 

$1,200,000 

$866,258 

44 

103% 

Sept.  2005 

6 

$750,000 

$1,179,000 

$924,167 

15 

1 1 1  % 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

Sept.  2006 

2 

$1,070,000 

$1,150,000 

$1,110,000 

35 

106% 

Aug.  2006 

7 

$865,000 

$1,750,000 

$1,401,143 

52 

105% 

Sept.  2005 

2 

$1,100,000 

$1,200,007 

$1,150,004 

23 

119% 

5-t-  unit  buildings 

Sept.  2006 

1 

$2,350,000 

$2,350,000 

$2,350,000 

27 

94% 

Aug.  2006 

1 

$1,530,000 

$1,530,000 

$1,530,000 

84 

97% 

Sept.  2005 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

*  Sales  figures  include  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  completed  during  the  month.  In  this  survey.  Noe 

Valley  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 

thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  (www.zephyrsf.com)  for  supplying  the  sales  data. 

NW  11/06 

PA  UL  BENSON  PAINTING  INC. 

We  specialize  in  the  exclusive  use  of 
low-toxic  and  low-odor  paints. 


Paul  Benson 

Piiintin^  Inc. 


•  No  lingering  odors 

•  Low  environmental  impact 

•  Beautiful,  durable  finishes 


Ask  about  our  Interior  Winter  Discounts. 

25  Years  of  Excellent  Service  at  Reasonable  Prices  \  j  \ 
(415)  453-1212  www.paulbensonpainting.com  CA  Lie.  #527083 
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IS  YOUR  HOUSE  ANCHORED  AND  BRACED? 


Contractors  Earthquake  Retrofit 
anchor  bolting 
cripple  wall  bracing 
framing  repairs 
water  heater  bracing 
seismic  valves  for  gas  lines 


Full  Seismic  Upgrades 

soft  story  reinforcements 
shear  walls  and  moment  frames 
foundation  replacement  and  repair 
engineered  plans 

Call  for  Free  Evaluation 

KEN  KELTON  CONSTRUCTION 

415.333.1140 

CA  Contractors  License  #  324498 

Structural  Alterations  to  Older  San  Francisco  Homes 
Since  1977 


Free  Home  Buying  Seminar 


z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Suzanne  Frank  Jennifer  A. 
695-0552x131  695-0552  x  181 

www.suzannefrank.com www.jaksf.eom 


Whether  you're  buying  your  first  home  or  looking  to  sell  your  current  home 
and  purchase  a  replacement  property,  we  have  the  systems  in  place  to  make 
the  process  as  simple  as  possible. 


First  and  Third  Saturday  of  Every  Month 
from  1 0:00  am  to  1 2:00  pm 
at  Zephyr  Real  Estate  -  4040  24th  St. 

If  you  would  like  more  information 
or  to  reserve  a  seat 
please  call:  695-8805  x  281 . 
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Find  the  loan  that  fits. 

Mortgages 
Home  Equity  Lines 
Prequalification 


Professional: 

Experienced: 

Local: 

Competitive: 


Calls  returned  &  questions  answered 
18  years  in  real  estate, 

Dartmouth  BA,  Duke  MBA 
Noe  Valley  Homeowner 
Access  rates  from  all  major  lenders 
including  Wells  Fargo,  Washington 
Mutual  &  Citibank. 


Who  to  Call  at  City  Hall 

For  Problems  or  Help  With... 

Burned-Out  Streetlights  Streel  Lighting  and  Repair . 415-554-0730 

Graffiti . 4 1 5-24 1 -WASH 

Illegal  Dumping  (litter,  dog  poop) . 415-28-CLEAN  (282-5326) 

Potholes  i>oiliolcs(wci.sf.ca.us . 415-695-2 100  (695-2020  alter  5  p.m.) 

Sewer  Odor  24-Hour  Odor  Hotline . 415-695-2096 

Tree  Hazards  and  Trimming  Bureau  of  Street  Environmental  Services 

www.d.sfca.iixlsfilpwltrces . 41 5-695-20 1 7 

Lost  or  Injured  Animals  Animal  Care  and  Control . 415-554-9405 

Traffic  Signals  Out  . 41 5-550-2736 

Missing  or  Damaged  Street  Signs  . 41 5-554-9780 

Abandoned  Vehicles  .  41 5-553-98 1 7 

Aggressive  Panhandling  . 415-553-0123 

Illegal  Parking  DPT  Dispatch . * .  415-553-1200 

Detox  Mobile  Assistance  Patrol  (MAP)  . 415-431-7400 

Homeless  Outreach  (Ben  Amyes,  District  8  team  leader) . 415-558-1285 

Utility  Undergrounding  Department  of  Public  Works  undernrounding@sfgov.org  .  415-554-4860 
Whistleblower  Hotline . 415-554-2489 

Other  Handy  Numbers 

24th  Street  Community  Benefit  District  (CBD)  Dispatch . 415-559-8492 

Mayor's  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services . 415-558-71 1 1 

District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty . 415-554-6968 

"Most  people  assume  the  fights  are  going  to  he  the  left  versus  the  right,  hut  it  always  is 
the  reasonable  versus  the  jerks." 

— Jimmy  Wales,  founder  of  Wikipedia  (2(X)6) 

THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


Christopher  Baker 


JVM  Lending 
41  5.307.5626 
ChrisB@JVMLending.com 


Ca  Lie.  #01308305 


B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GENEBAL  CONTBACTOB 


New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 


Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542  License  #706747 

bryanbirmingham@speakeasy.net  Quality  construction  since  1985 


^  e’vje  vocation' 


Microsoft* 


Certified 

Professional 


Systems  Engineer 


ojOn/Off  Site  Service 
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Paxton  Gate 

Exceptional  Gardens 

Design  and  Construction  since  1992 

We  specialize  in  making  creative  use  of  any  outdoor  space. 
Our  master  stoneworkers  construct  fountains,  patfis,  ponds 
&  retaining  walls.  Fine  construction  of  trellises,  arbors, 
decks  &  furniture  coupled  witk  unique  plant  selection  can 
turn  your  outdoor  space,  wketker  large  or 
small,  into  an  wonderful  extension  of  your 
kome.  We  also  offer  irrigation,  lighting, 
maintenance  and  arborist  services. 


Visit  our  showroom  and  retail  store  at 
824  Valencia  St.,  1  og  on  to  paxtongate.com 
or  call  us  at  41 5-824- 1 872. 

LIC  #825875 


real  people 
real  service 
real  style 
real  knowledge 
real  mission 
real  estate 
real  vanguard 

VANGUARD  PROPERTIES 

always  in  the  forefront... 


Iuis@vanguardsf.com 

www.vanguardsf.com 


Always  there  for  you 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Armed  Incidents  Put  Residents  on  High  Alert 

By  Erin  O’Briant 

An  employee  of  the  Last  Laugh  Coffee  House  at  Dolores  and  Valley  streets 
was  closing  up,  as  usual,  at  about  8  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  4,  when  two 
gunmen  took  him  by  surprise. 

“There  were  two  African-American  men  wearing  hoodies,”  says  Bill 
Schwartz,  who  co-owns  the  coffee  shop  with  his  wife,  Kristen.  “They  had  [the 
employee]  go  to  the  ground  face  down,  and  they  asked  him  where  the  money 
was.  He  told  them  and  they  took  the  money.  Then  they  had  him  crawl  to  the 
bathroom  and  count  to  50.” 

Schwartz  declined  to  reveal  his  employee’s  name,  but  said  the  suspects  made 
off  with  about  $1,200.  The  employee  later  told  Schwartz  that  the  gun  the  men 
used  might  have  been  a  Colt  revolver.  Schwartz  suspects  the  men  may  have 
scoped  out  his  establishment  in  advance. 

"The  police  searched  for  prints  and  couldn't  get  anything  off  the  area,” 
Schwartz  continued.  "I  didn’t  have  video  surveillance.” 

Schwartz  and  his  employee  aren’t  the  only  people  living  and  working  in  Noe 
Valley  who  have  been  frightened  by  armed  robbers  in  recent  months.  At  least 
nine  robberies  were  reported  during  the  month  of  September,  and  all  but  two  of 
the  cases  involved  a  knife  or  a  gun.  Fifteen  burglaries  of  stores  and  residences 
were  also  reported  during  the  month. 

On  Friday,  Sept.  8,  an  attempted  street  robbery  took  place  at  Duncan  and 
Sanchez  streets  at  about  8:30  p.m.  Two  suspects  with  pocket  knives  attempted  to 
rob  a  victim,  who  successfully  ran  away.  On  Thursday,  Sept.  19,  a  man 
approached  a  male  victim,  held  a  knife  to  the  victim’s  abdomen,  and  demanded 
his  money  at  Dolores  and  23rd  streets.  On  Wednesday,  Sept.  20,  in  the  3800 
block  of  26th  Street,  a  male  suspect  approached  another  man,  pulled  out  a  gun, 
and  demanded  the  victim’s  bag.  Suspects  armed  with  knives  also  preyed  on  vic¬ 
tims  at  23rd  and  Noe  streets,  Clipper  and  Church  streets,  and  Fair  Oaks  and  23rd 
streets  during  September.  Guns  were  involved  in  a  street  robbery  on  Cesar 
Chavez  between  Noe  and  Sanchez  streets  and  in  another  on  Noe  Street  between 
Duncan  and  27th  streets. 

With  so  many  armed  incidents,  Officer  Lorraine  Lombardo  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Police  Department’s  Mission  Station  suggests  residents  take  additional 
safety  measures. 

She  recommends  carrying  a  whistle  when  walking  at  night  and  staying  alert 
to  possible  crime.  “Look  ahead,  and  if  you  see  anyone  suspicious,  cross  the 
street,”  Lombardo  says.  “Don’t  confront  them.  Keep  space  around  you.” 

Another  good  habit  is  to  keep  all  valuables  out  of  sight.  “I’ve  been  telling 
women  for  a  long  time  to  get  rid  of  the  purses  and  go  with  the  fanny  packs,” 
says  Lombardo.  “If  you  are  on  your  way  back  from  the  laundry,  don’t  have  your 
coin  purse  in  your  hand.  Put  it  away.” 

When  at  home,  keep  the  doors  locked.  “People  are  not  locking  their  dead¬ 
bolts,  and  they  need  to  do  that,”  she  says.  “It’s  not  that  hard  to  get  in  a  door 
unless  it’s  double-locked.” 

Since  his  store  was  burglarized,  Schwartz  has  a  new  outlook  on  safety.  “I’m 
in  the  process  of  installing  TV  monitoring,”  he  says.  He’s  also  planning  to  put 
automatic  lights  near  the  entrance  to  Last  Laugh,  and  employees  no  longer  close 
up  alone.  Standing  at  the  door  of  his  cafe,  Schwartz  keeps  a  close  watch  on  cars 
that  slow  down  near  his  comer.  Ultimately,  though,  he  and  his  staff  are  moving 
on.  “We’re  all  surviving,”  he  says.  “We’re  doing  just  fine.” 


Police  Beat  is  a  review  of  crime  incidents  in 
Noe  Valley  occurring  in  the  most  recent  month 
for  which  vi  e  have  statistics.  The  area  covered 
is  bordered  by  Grand  View.  21st,  Fair  Oaks, 
and  30th  streets.  The  September  2006  crime 
information  was  culled  from  police  newslet¬ 
ters  and  incident  reports  filed  by  both  Mission 
and  Ingleside  Police  Stations. 

Rise  in  Vandalism 

By  Erin  O’Briant 

Narcotics  incidents  dropped  consider¬ 
ably  during  the  month  of  September 
after  a  banner  month  for  drug-related  ar¬ 
rests  in  August.  Cases  of  larceny  and  theft 
decreased  slightly,  while  vehicle  thefts 
and  break-ins  continued  to  trouble  local 
car  owners.  Armed  robberies  continued 
in  the  neighborhood  throughout  Septem¬ 
ber,  and  a  local  worker  was  held  at  gun¬ 
point  in  a  Noe  Valley  coffee  shop  in  early 
October  (see  story  at  right).  Vandalism 
incidents  nearly  doubled  from  August,  up 
to  12  incidents  reported  in  September. 

Vandals  struck  in  several  parts  of  Noe 
Valley.  One  or  more  suspects  vandalized 
vehicles  on  Monday,  Sept.  1 1 ,  on  24th 
Street  between  Sanchez  and  Noe  streets. 
Suspects  also  vandalized  vehicles  at 
Sanchez  and  25th  streets  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  1 6,  and  at  Noe  and  Jersey  streets  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  19.  At  24th  and  Church 
streets,  a  vandalism  incident  reported  Sat¬ 
urday,  Sept.  23,  included  broken  win¬ 
dows.  A  graffiti  incident  was  reported  the 
same  day  at  30th  and  Castro  streets. 

A  bit  of  good  news  was  that  officers  on 
patrol  in  Noe  Valley  stopped  one  would- 
be  vandal  in  his  tracks.  Two  police  officers 
spotted  the  suspect  peering  into  vehicles 
in  the  1 900  block  of  Diamond  Street  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  26,  at  about  5:30  a.m. 
They  questioned  him  and  found  he  had 
multiple  felony  warrants  for  burglary, 
possession  of  burglar  tools,  and  narcotics 
paraphernalia.  The  man  was  arrested. 

Other  Interesting  Arrests 

Only  two  drug-related  incidents  hap¬ 
pened  in  September.  In  one  case,  a  per¬ 
son  was  arrested  for  possession  of  crack 
cocaine  and  possession  of  narcotics  para¬ 
phernalia.  In  another,  a  person  from  out¬ 
side  the  neighborhood  was  stopped  in  the 


first  block  of  27th  Street  the  evening  of 
Saturday,  Sept.  9,  for  an  equipment  vio¬ 
lation.  Officers  determined  that  the 
woman  was  on  parole  and  had  a  crack 


pipe  in  her  possession.  She  was  also  unin¬ 
sured;  her  vehicle  was  towed. 

A  woman  was  cited  for  brandishing  a 
knife  in  the  2700  block  of  Diamond  Street 


on  Thursday,  Sept.  28,  at  about  7:30  a.m. 
Officers  responded  to  a  call  about  a  per¬ 
son  with  a  knife,  and  determined  that,  as 
a  result  of  a  rental  dispute,  the  suspect  had 
brandished  a  knife  at  an  elderly  woman. 

Patrol  officers  made  a  carjacking  arrest 
at  26th  and  Church  streets  on  Tuesday, 
Sept.  1 2,  at  about  9:30  p.m.  Officers  saw 
a  speeding  vehicle  whose  description 
matched  one  that  had  been  stolen  in  a  car¬ 
jacking.  They  followed,  and  eventually 
the  vehicle  came  to  a  stop  when  the  dri¬ 
ver  ran  into  a  parked  automobile.  Nu¬ 
merous  police  chased  the  suspects  by 
foot  and  brought  them  into  custody.  ■ 

The  Voice  thanks  Noe  Valley  Police  Officer 
Andrew  Macllrath  for  his  help  in  providing  in¬ 
formation  for  this  month's  Police  Beat. 


How  to  Contact  the  SFPD 

8 


The  public  is  invited  to  attend  police- 
community  meetings  held  monthly  at 
the  Ingleside  and  Mission  Police  Sta¬ 
tions.  Ingleside  meetings  take  place  on 
the  third  Tuesday  of  the  month,  7  p.m.,  j 
at  Ingleside  Station,  1  Sgt.  John  Young 
Lane,  off  the  2000  block  of  San  Jose  Av¬ 
enue.  Mission  community  meetings  are  | 
held  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  the  month, 

6  p.m.,  at  Mission  Station,  630  Valen¬ 
cia  Street  near  17th  Street. 

Noe  Valleyans  who  live  north  of  Ce¬ 
sar  Chavez  Street  (within  the  bounds  of 
the  Mission  Police  District)  may  contact  § 
Mission  Station  by  calling  558-5400  or  li¬ 
e-mailing  SFPDMissionStarion@ci.sf  ' 
.ca.us.  To  report  anonymously  on  drugs, 
gangs,  or  other  crimes,  call  Mission 
Station’s  hotline  at  575-4444. 

Residents  and  merchants  in  Upper 
Noe  Valley — south  of  Cesar  Chavez  1 
Street — may  contact  Ingleside  police  I 
by  calling  404-4000  or  e-mailing  SFPD  1 
lnglesideStation@ci.sf. ca.us.  The  In¬ 
gleside  anonymous  tip  line  is  587-8984. 

For  citywide  online  reporting  of  I 
crimes  such  as  vandalism,  vehicle  tam¬ 
pering,  vehicle  burglary,  lost  property, 
and  harassing  phone  calls,  go  to  kw. 
sfgov.org/sitelpolice. 

To  sign  up  for  Ingleside  Station’s 
daily  crime  e-newsletter,  e-mail  Ingle¬ 
side  Capt.  Paul  Chignell  at  Paul.CItignell 
@sfgov.org.  To  request  the  Mission  e- 
newsletter,  write  Capt.  John  Goldberg  at 
SFPDMissionStation@ci.sf .ca.us. 


To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call 
911.  To  report  a  non-emergency  event 
or  problem,  call  553-0123 


Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 

Wl 


custom  design,  build  &  installation 


license  no.  802371  415.699.6209 

Member:  CLCA  www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 


Are  your  mortgage  payments  rising? 
Now  may  be  the  time  to  refinance. 

■  Best  rates 

■  Fixed  &  ARMs 

■  Purchase  or  refinance 

Contact 
Linda  Zhou: 

415-370-8668 
linda@lindazhou.net 
www.iindazhou.net 

Venstar 

License  #01400745  D.R  E. 


Financial 


■  Fast  processing 

■  Noe  Valley  expert 
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Got  a  little  A.R.M.  pain? 

Is  your  Adj  ustable 
Mortgage  Rate  rolling  over? 

Call  me  for  a  rate  quote  on  a  new 
fixed  or  variable  rate  mortgage. 


Professional: 

Experienced: 

Local: 

Competitive: 


Calls  returned  &  questions  answered 
18  years  in  real  estate,- 
Dartmouth  BA,  Duke  MBA 
Noe  Valley  Homeowner 
Access  rates  from  all  major  lenders 
including  Wells  Fargo,  Washington 
Mutual  &  Citibank. 


Christopher  Baker 

JVM  Lending 
415.307.5626 
ChrisB@JVMLending.com 


Ca  Lie.  #01308305 


PALM  SPRINGS? 

Call  on  San  Francisco’s  most 
trusted  Realtor  in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 

Prudential 

California  Realty 


{KitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Design  and  Cabinetry 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.550.7701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


ii 

;  j 

\ 

■  ITSifeVT  Tv  Li 

KrofbMafd  corian®  granite  zodiaq 

Cabinetry 


Rated  ★★★  Michael  Bauer,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Desserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

TRY  OUR  THREE  COURSE 
$28  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 

737  Diamond  St.  at  24th  St.  4I5-282-49h9 

Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 

SF  Chronicle  Top  ioo  Bay  Area  Restaurants  for  2003  &.  2004 


Peggy  Handler,  MFT 

Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 

Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 
Se  Habla  Espanol 


WHETHER  YOU  ARE  ON  A  HILL  OR  IN  THE  VALLEY 
FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  HendeC  Handle  It 


Daniel  Hendel}  Real  Estate  Agent 

Top  Producer  -  President's  ECite  -  Top  4  %  Internationally 

(415) 338-0221 

www.danhendel.com 


Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 
Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 


COLDUieU. 
BANKjSR  □ 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


Coldweli  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 
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Good  Sports  Laughing  for  20  Years 

By  Laura  McHale  Holland 

One  autumn  evening  in  1986.  William  Hall  was  making  dinner  at  his  Noe 
Valley  home  with  Rebecca  Stockley,  who  had  directed  Hall,  an  actor  and 
co-founder  of  the  Commedia  Dell'Arte  troupe  I  Fratelli  Bologna  (the  Bologna 
Brothers),  in  several  local  plays.  She  told  Hall  she'd  been  doing  improv  work 
and  writing  stories  lately.  Intrigued,  Hall  asked  what  her  stories  were  about.  She 
asked  him  to  guess.  “Space  aliens”  is  what  popped  out  of  his  mouth.  Stockley 
said  he  was  right  and  encouraged  him  to  guess  more.  While  they  sliced,  stirred, 
and  sauteed.  Hall  guessed  the  entire  story.  Then  Stockley  confessed  she  had  cre¬ 
ated  a  framework  within  which  Hall  had  improvised  the  tale.  “I  was  amazed  that 
there  was  a  story  inside  of  me  that  could  come  out  without  any  sort  of  conscious 
thought,”  Hall  recalls. 

Stockley  and  Hall  gathered  a  group  of  friends  for  a  two-day  workshop  in  which 
Stockley  introduced  them  to  the  “theatresports”  style  of  improvisation,  pioneered 
by  Keith  Johnstone.  It  culminated  in  a  public  performance  that  met  with  raucous 
laughter  from  an  enthusiastic  audience. 

A  handful  of  instigators  soon  formed  Bay  Area  Theatresports,  now  called 
BATS  Improv.  Today,  the  company  calls  the  Bayfront  Theater  at  Fort  Mason 
home.  It  has  a  stage  company  as  well  as  staff  handling  management,  artistic  di¬ 
rection,  and  education.  Each  year,  it  has  a  summer  school  intensive  that  attracts 
students  from  around  the  world. 

In  theatre  sports,  two  teams  of  improvisers  compete,  and  judges  rate  them  by 
holding  up  numbers,  Olympic-style.  Players  who  say  things  that  are  too  outra¬ 
geous  for  polite  society  wear  bags  over  their  heads  for  a  time.  This  way,  “you 
can  be  spontaneous,”  Hall  says.  “If  you  accidentally  offend  the  audience,  you'll 
be  absolved  because  you  get  penalized  for  it." 

Several  original  members  remain  in  BATS’  comedic  orbit,  including  Hall.  He 
still  lives  in  Noe  Valley,  as  do  members  Rafe  Chase,  Regina  Saisi,  and  Tim  Orr. 
BATS  is  celebrating  its  20th  anniversary  this  month,  with  shows  on  Fridays  and 
Saturdays  at  8  p.m.  through  Nov.  18. 

The  events  on  Nov.  4  and  5  will  include  guests  from  Seattle  Theatresports/Un- 
expected  Productions.  The  special  20th  Anniversary  Show,  commemorating  the 
first  BATS  performance,  will  be  Nov.  10;  the  Alumni  Theatresports  Extravaganza 
will  be  Nov.  11.  Guest  competitors  on  Nov.  17  and  18  will  be  the  Los  Angeles 
Theatresports/Impro  Theatre.  Tickets  are  $  1 8  in  advance,  $20  at  the  door,  except 
for  the  20th  Anniversary  Show,  which  will  be  $25/$30.  For  more  details,  tick¬ 
ets,  and  directions,  visit  www.impror.org. 


SHORT 

TAKES 


Happy  160th  Birthday,  Noe  Valley 

Ring  in  the  neighborhood’s  160th  year 
with  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley's  annual 
November  celebration  of  Noe  Valley  His¬ 
tory  Month.  According  to  Friends  Presi¬ 
dent  Richard  May,  this  year’s  theme  is 
“Happy  Birthday,  Noe  Valley!”  and  a  fit¬ 
tingly  festive  event  has  been  scheduled 
for  Thursday,  Nov.  9,  from  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
at  the  St.  Philip’s  Church  Parish  Hall. 

The  Noe  Valley  Bakery  is  donating  a 
birthday  cake  for  the  occasion,  and  the 
Friends  will  serve  snacks  and  party  punch 
from  local  restaurants.  Wine  and  water 
will  be  available  for  a  suggested  dona¬ 
tion.  Local  author  and  historian  Bill 
Yenne  will  be  on  hand  to  autograph  his 
recent  books,  including  one  on  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  Paul  Kantus,  a  Noe  Valley  archivist, 
will  present  samples  from  his  collection 
of  neighborhood  historical  photos.  Long¬ 
time  neighborhood  residents  Claire  Pilcher 
and  Eleanore  Gerhardt  will  discuss  the 
modem  history  of  Noe  Valley,  which 
takes  its  name  from  Jose  de  Jesus  Noe, 
who  was  granted  land  covering  about  half 
of  present-day  San  Francisco  in  1 846. 

May  suggests  that  some  party-goers 
may  want  to  buy  a  “birthday  present”  for 
Noe  Valley  by  making  a  contribution  to  a 
neighborhood  need.  Representatives 
from  several  organizations,  including  the 
30th  Street  Senior  Center,  Friends  of  Noe 
Courts  Park,  the  Library  Campaign,  and 
the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  will  be  on  hand 
to  take  donations  or  sign  up  volunteers. 
The  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  will  sell  T- 
shirts  as  a  fundraiser. 

The  St.  Philip’s  Church  Parish  Hall  is 
located  on  Diamond  Street  between  24th 
Street  and  Elizabeth.  Parking  is  available 
in  the  church  lot  on  24th  Street  between 
Castro  and  Diamond  streets.  The  parking 
entrance  that  is  accessible  to  wheelchairs 
is  on  Elizabeth  Street  between  Castro  and 
Diamond  streets.  For  information,  e-mail 
May  at  ramhooks@pacbell.net. 

Wearable  and  Givable  Art 

Local  jewelry  maker  Gretchen  Schields, 
who’s  also  co-creator  of  the  PBS  ani¬ 
mated  series  Sagwa:  The  Chinese 
Siamese  Cat,  will  be  among  more  than 
150  artists  in  this  year’s  Celebration  of 
Craftswomen  Nov.  25-26  and  Dec.  2-3. 

“I’ll  have  a  couple  of  different  kinds  of 
jewelry  there,”  says  Schields,  including 
necklaces  made  from  Japanese  and  Chi¬ 
nese  textiles,  and  “fabulous  multiple  strands 
of  different-colored  pearls  that  are  very 
elaborate,  very  dramatic  signature  pieces.” 

The  event,  which  is  dubbed  the  largest 
holiday  fine  crafts  retail  fair  in  the  city, 
will  run  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  all  four  days,  at 
the  Herbst  Pavilion  at  Fort  Mason  Center 
at  Buchanan  Street  and  Marina  Boule¬ 
vard.  A  portion  of  the  proceeds  will  ben¬ 
efit  the  programs  of  the  San  Francisco 
Women’s  Building  on  18th  Street. 

For  more  information  about  the  fair, 
visit  www.celehrationofcraftswomen.org. 
To  learn  more  about  Schields’  artwork, 
visit  www.gretchen-schields.com. 

Musical  Musee  Benefits 
St.  Luke’s  Kids 

This  year,  the  annual  Musee  de  Noel 
fundraiser  for  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  bene¬ 
fits  some  of  the  emergency  room’s 
youngest  patients.  The  luncheon  and 
fashion  show,  scheduled  for  Wednesday, 
Nov.  15,  includes  a  silent  auction  and 
vendor  sales.  The  festivities  begin  at 
10:30  a.m.  at  the  Palace  Hotel  at  2  New 
Montgomery  Street  at  Market  Street  in 
downtown  San  Francisco.  Medical  direc¬ 
tor  of  St.  Luke’s  Emergency  Department 
and  Noe  Valley  resident  Marc  Snyder  and 


his  band,  Dr.  Jazz,  will  provide  live  music. 

With  funds  raised  from  the  event,  the 
St.  Luke’s  Hospital  Auxiliary  is  planning 
a  new  pediatric  treatment  room  that  will 
include  an  exam  table  in  the  form  of  a 
friendly  animal,  a  cartoon-character 
phone,  and  storybook  character  curtains 
to  camouflage  medical  equipment. 

For  Musee  tickets  and  information, 
contact  St.  Luke's  Hospital  Volunteer 
Services  at  64 1  -6490. 

Binder  Wraps  Up  the  Election 

David  Binder,  a  political  and  public 
opinion  analyst  with  more  than  20  years 
of  experience,  will  present  a  recap  of  the 
Nov.  7  California  and  national  elections 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Democratic  Club.  The  election  analysis 
will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  Wednesday,  Nov. 
15,  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  near  23rd  Street.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  free  and  open  to  the  public. 

Binder  has  appeared  as  a  public  opin¬ 
ion  and  political  analyst  for  the  CBS 
Evening  News,  The  News  Hour  with  Jim 
Lehrer,  and  California  This  Week.  He  has 
served  as  a  political  analyst  for  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  KPIX-TV  and  is  a  frequent  com¬ 
mentator  on  San  Francisco’s  ABC,  NBC, 
and  Fox  television  stations. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  Democra¬ 
tic  Club,  call  641-5838. 

Take  a  Shot  Against  Flu 

Flu  season  has  already  started,  so  if 
you've  been  lucky  enough  to  avoid  it  thus 
far,  now  is  a  good  time  to  get  a  flu  shot. 
The  United  Way  of  the  Bay  Area  is  co¬ 
sponsoring  flu  shot  clinics  in  and  around 
San  Francisco,  many  at  local  drugstores. 

Although  there  is  no  flu  vaccine  event 
scheduled  in  Noe  Valley  during  Novem¬ 
ber,  two  nearby  events  are  accessible  to 
Noe  Valley  residents.  One  flu  vaccine 
clinic  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  7, 
from  9  a.m.  until  noon  at  the  Walgreen 
Drug  Store  in  the  Diamond  Heights 
Shopping  Center. 

If  the  Castro  is  easier  to  get  to,  try  vis¬ 
iting  the  Walgreen’s  at  498  Castro  Street 
at  1 8th  Street  for  a  flu  shot  clinic  on  Tues¬ 
day,  Nov.  14,  from  6  to  9  p.m.  The  shot 
costs  $25  and  is  available  to  all  ages.  For 
more  information  about  flu  shot  loca¬ 
tions,  times,  and  fees,  call  the  United  Way 
Helplink  at  21 1  in  San  Francisco  or  800- 
273-6222  in  other  Bay  Area  counties. 

Advocate  for  Abused  Kids 

The  San  Francisco  chapter  of  Court 
Appointed  Special  Advocates  (CASA)  is 
in  need  of  volunteers  throughout  the  city 
to  help  abused  or  neglected  children  nav¬ 
igate  through  the  foster  care  system.  A 
CASA  volunteer  usually  takes  responsi¬ 
bility  for  one  child  and  mentors  him  or  her 
through  the  courts,  visiting  the  child 
weekly,  exploring  his  or  her  options,  and 
writing  recommendations  forjudges.  The 
mentoring  program  takes  8  to  16  hours 
per  month,  and  a  background  check  and 
an  18-month  commitment  are  required. 
For  more  information,  call  Kelley  Mullin 
at  399-6132  or  visit  www.sfcasa.org. 

Ruth  Asawa  Retrospective 
at  the  deYoung 

The  first  major  retrospective  of  innov¬ 
ative  sculptor  Ruth  Asawa’s  work  begins 
Saturday,  Nov.  1 8,  and  continues  through 
Sunday,  Jan.  28,  at  San  Francisco’s  de 
Young  Museum.  The  exhibition,  titled 
Ruth  Asawa:  Contours  in  the  Air,  show¬ 
cases  Asawa’s  work  from  her  student 
drawings  and  paintings  through  52  sculp¬ 
tures  and  44  works  on  paper.  Fifty-minute 
docent  tours  of  the  Asawa  exhibit  take 
place  daily  at  1 1 :30  a.m.  and  1 :30  p.m.  for 
the  duration  of  the  exhibit. 

Asawa,  a  longtime  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent,  is  well  known  for  her  gifts  to  the 
neighborhood,  particularly  the  Alvarado 
Arts  Workshop  at  Alvarado  School, 
which  she  co-founded  with  art  historian 


Sally  Woodbridge  in  the  late  1960s. 

Fans  of  Asawa's  work  can  learn  more 
about  her  at  a  two-hour  lecture  by  Daniell 
Cornell,  curator  of  American  Art  at  the 
Fine  Arts  Museums  of  San  Francisco. 
The  lecture  is  scheduled  for  Thursday, 
Nov.  9,  from  1  to  3  p.m.  in  the  museum’s 
Koret  Auditorium.  Admission  is  $3  for 
members  and  $4  for  non-members  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  general  admission  to  the  mu¬ 
seum.  No  reservations  are  needed. 

The  de  Young  is  located  on  Tea  Garden 
Drive  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  about  the  lecture  or  docent 
tours,  call  Holly  Turney  at  750-3638.  To 
learn  more  about  the  de  Young,  visit 
www.thinker.org  or  call  863-3330. 

Strangers  Author  a  Familiar  Face 

Mystery  writer  Mark  Coggins  is  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  his  book-signing  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mystery  Bookstore  at  1  p.m.  on 
Saturday.  Nov.  25.  "They've  always  been 
very  supportive  of  me  and  my  books,”  he 
says.  Besides,  he  used  to  live  just  a  few 
blocks  from  the  store. 

Coggins'  new  novel.  Candy  from 
Strangers,  has  recently  been  published  by 
Bleak  House  Books,  and  the  signing  on 
the  25th  is  one  of  a  string  of  similar  book 
events  this  fall.  The  novel’s  plot  centers 
on  the  mysterious  disappearance  of  a 
young  art  student  who  solicits  money 
from  admirers  via  the  Internet.  Private 
eye  August  Riordan,  also  the  star  sleuth 
in  Coggins'  first  mystery  novel.  The  Im¬ 
mortal  Game,  investigates. 

Coggins,  who  lived  on  Valley  Street  for 
several  years  before  leaving  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  in  2002,  says  Candy  from 
Strangers  includes  several  Noe  Valley-in¬ 
spired  scenes.  “I  think  my  old  friends  and 
neighbors.. .will  get  a  kick  out  of  seeing 
the  people  and  places  from  Noe  Valley 
portrayed  in  a  novel,”  he  notes.  Part  of 
Coggins’  heart  is  still  in  Noe  Valley,  and 
so  is  his  mail:  he  keeps  a  box  at  the  post 
office  on  24th  Street  near  Castro  Street. 

The  Mystery  Bookstore  is  located  at 


4175  24th  Street  near  Diamond  Street. 
For  information  on  Coggins’  other  sign¬ 
ings,  visit  www.immortalgame.com. 

Songs  and  Memories  at  Brava 

Iconic  singers  Janis  Ian  and  Holly  Near 
kick  off  the  month  at  Brava!  For  Women 
in  the  Arts,  located  at  2781  24th  Street 
near  Bryant  Street.  Ian  performs  on  Fri¬ 
day,  Nov.  3,  at  8  p.m.  and  Near  takes  the 
stage  at  the  same  time  the  following  night. 

Later  in  the  month,  Brava  features  a 
performance  titled  From  the  Bayou  to  the 
Bay:  Stories  of  Katrina  Survivors  in  Their 
Own  Words  on  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
Nov.  11  and  12,  at  8  p.m.  The  perfor¬ 
mance  was  culled  from  more  than  20  in¬ 
terviews  with  former  New  Orleans  resi¬ 
dents,  from  age  12  to  104,  who  are  now 
living  in  the  Bay  Area. 

That  event  is  free,  though  donations  to 
Katrina  survivors  will  be  accepted.  Tick¬ 
ets  for  the  Near  and  Ian  shows  are  $24  for 
mezzanine  seating  and  $28  for  the  main 
floor.  Discounts  are  available  for  seniors, 
students,  disabled  people,  and  neighbors. 

For  concert  tickets,  e-mail  Jeanne@ 
brava.org  or  call  647-2822,  ext.  4.  with 
your  name,  phone  number,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  seats  needed.  For  more  information 
about  Brava,  visit  www.hrava.org. 

Please  RSVP 

•  The  nonprofit  Retired  Senior  Volunteer 
Program  (RSVP)  is  looking  for  men  and 
women  55  and  older  to  join  its  team  of 
volunteers  in  San  Francisco's  public 
schools.  Volunteers  can  work  with  kids  in 
kindergarten  through  high  school,  and 
choose  from  a  variety  of  options,  includ¬ 
ing  after-school  tutoring.  RSVP  espe¬ 
cially  seeks  bilingual  volunteers. 

RSVP  San  Francisco  currently  has  800 
volunteers  serving  in  over  100  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  nonprofit  organizations.  To  sign  up, 
call  731-3335  or  go  to  www.rsvpsf.org. 

The  Short  Takes  are  compiled  and  written  by 
Erin  O'Briant. 


28  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  November  2006 


INTIMATE,  SIMPLE  AND 
UNDENIABLY  GLOBAL 


|  menus  and  more  visit  pomelosf.com 

outer  noe  valley 

1793  church  street  san  francisco  ca  94131  /  415  285  2257 
brunch:  Saturday  and  Sunday  10:00  -  2:30 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 

inner  sunset 

92  judah  street  san  francisco  ca  94122  /  415  731  6175 
lunch:  monday  to  friday  11:30-  2:00 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 

pomelo 

JL  REFRESHINGLY  GLOBAL 


Come  work  out  in  the  fresh  morning  air 
and  enjoy  personal  attention  at  group  rates. 
Meet  us  at  the  stairs  on  Dolores  at  19th. 


Sessions  start  at  6  am  &  7  am  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday. 
Monthly  $125.00  Drop-in  $15.00 


Greg  Bianchi,  MSS 
Certified  Personal  Trainer 

(415)218-7045 

bianchifit@gmail.com 


SUE  GREEN 


DESIGNS 


Interior  Design 

■  Kitchens 

■  Bathrooms 

■  Space  Planning 

548  Alvarado  Street  ■  San  Francisco  941 1 4 

415  695-1360 

email:  sue_green99@hotmail.com 
website:  www.suegreendesigns.com 


A  Creative, 

Supportive  Environment 


Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-4 


3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 

415-621-6642 


www.imagiknit.com 


personal  training 

A 

and  yoga  studio 

TT: 

website  kiki-yo.com 

phone  (415)  587-5454 

605  B  Chenery  Street 

Now  Offering  Pre  &  Post  Natal 

near  Glen  Park  Village,  SF 

*  Iyengar  *  Yin  ★  Hatha  Flow  * 

Personal  Training 

*  Workshops  *  Pilates  Mat  *  Belly  Dancing  *  KiKi  for  Kids 

415.641.1138 

1360  Church  St.  between  Clipper  and  26th  St. 
Open  6  days  a  week  -  closed  Monday 


www.episodesalon.com 

Getting  Personal  with  your 
hair  is  our  job 


We  Use 
Vidal  Sassoon 
Techniques 

Specializing  in 
Japanese  Thermal 
Reconditioning 
and 

Highlights 
&  Lowlights 
NOW  AVAILABLE 
Facials,  Massage 
&  Nails 


Mention  this  Ad 


for  20%  Off  All  Services 
New  Clients  Only 


urgaiuc 

herbs  and  extra 
vitamins  &  suppler 
natural  body  cs 
homeopathy 
flower  essences 
aromatherapy 
unique  plant-inspired  gifts 

11:00  a.m.-6:30  p.m. 

Every  Day 

1173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
415-821-0997 

;rbalists  on  staff 
■8  offered 
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STORE 

TREK 


Store  Trek  is  a  regular  feature  of  the  Voice 
profiling  new  shops  and  cafes  in  Noe 
Valley.  This  month,  we  introduce  a  designer 
clothing  outlet  on  24th  Street  and  an  Italian 
restaurant  that  is  part  of  a  food  renaissance 
on  Church  Street. 

Pescheria 

1708  Church  Street  near  29th  Street 
415-647-3200 

A  new  restaurant  specializing  in  Italian 
seafood  opened  to  great  fanfare  Sept.  26, 
in  the  spot  formerly  filled  by  the  Greek 
restaurant  Yianni’s  on  Church  Street. 

Pescheria  (pronounced  “pesker-EE- 
ya”),  which  means  “fish  market”  in  Ital¬ 
ian,  is  the  most  recent  venture  of  chef 
Joseph  Manzare — who  also  owns  Globe, 
Zuppa,  and  Tres  Agaves — and  business 
partner  Eddie  Maiello. 

Joining  the  pair  is  veteran  restaurant 
manager  Mario  Nocifera,  who  comes  to 
Pescheria  from  Restaurant  Michael  Mina 
on  Union  Square.  Chef  Manzare  was  out 
of  town  when  we  visited  last  month,  so 
Nocifera  offered  to  give  the  Voice  a  tour. 

To  evoke  a  Mediterranean  seaside  cafe, 
the  owners  have  put  in  a  stone  floor  and 
painted  the  restaurant’s  walls  marine 
blue,  green,  and  sunny  yellow.  They’ve 
also  installed  a  full-service  restaurant  bar, 
which  doubles  as  an  oyster  bar. 

Pescheria’s  front  dining  room  seats  45, 
but  a  few  more  patrons  can  dine  on  the 
back  patio.  “It’s  an  urban  garden,”  says 
Nocifera,  with  a  thatched  roof  and  small 
outdoor  tables  warmed  by  heat  lamps.  He 
promises  that  diners  will  be  comfortable 
outside  even  on  chilly  days. 

Nocifera  also  assures  us  we’ll  love  the 
food.  To  perfect  the  menu,  he  says,  “Joe 
[Manzare]  traveled  the  entire  Italian 
coastline.  He  was  inspired  by  all  the  fish 
markets  in  all  the  little  villages.”  That 
means  the  dishes  are  very  fresh  and  sim¬ 
ply  prepared.  “We  let  the  ingredients 
speak  for  themselves.” 

To  start,  there  are  antipasti  ($8  to  $  1 1 ) 
such  as  the  steamer  clams  or  the  heirloom 
tomato  salad.  Nocifera  also  recommends 
the  creamy  polenta  with  Dungeness  crab 
and  garlic  chives  ($8).  “It’s  very  light. 
People  really  enjoy  it,”  he  says. 

Another  signature  dish  is  the  “Bronx- 
Italian”  baked  stuffed  clams  sprinkled 
with  bread  crumbs  ($8).  Asked  what  the 
Bronx  influence  might  be,  Nocifera 
laughs,  “It’s  because  Joe  and  Eddie  are 


Your  Urban 
Neighborhood 
Specialist 


Debra  Gurriere 

REALTOR® 

41 5.901 .0255  ext  159 

dgurriere@zephyrsf.com 


Mark  Tennison  tends  the  raw  bar  at 
Pescheria,  a  new  Italian  seafood  restaurant 
on  Church  Street.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


from  the  Bronx.” 

Entrees  include  seared  scallops  with  a 
celery  root  puree,  fennel,  and  olive  tape- 
nade  ($19)  and  halibut  baked  in  cartocio , 
with  black  salt,  porcini  butter,  and  leeks 
($19).  “The  way  the  halibut  cooks  in  the 
parchment,  everything  just  blends  per¬ 
fectly,”  says  Nocifera.  You  can  also  find 
petrale  sole,  salmon,  and  lobster,  along 
with  a  selection  of  pastas. 

Room  for  dessert?  Try  the  flourless 
chocolate  cake  or  a  light  pear  tart  (both  $6). 

Pescheria’s  wine  list  boasts  approxi¬ 
mately  70  varietals,  including  red,  white, 
bubbly,  and  sweet.  Bottles  range  from 
$26  to  $100,  and  a  dozen  of  those  are 
available  by  the  glass  ($8  to  $12). 

If  wine  isn’t  your  style,  you  can  order 
a  cocktail  from  the  bar.  “We  have  a  really 
good  cocktail  list,  all  with  a  classical  Ital¬ 
ian  twist,”  says  Nocifera.  He  is  proud  of 
the  Aqua  Tonica  Americana  (Compari, 
sweet  vermouth,  and  soda)  and  the  Mar¬ 
tini  de  Capri.  All  cocktails  are  $9. 

Why  did  they  choose  Church  Street  for 
their  new  restaurant?  “We’re  here  to  take 
care  of  our  neighbors,”  Nocifera  says, 
with  a  touch  of  his  own  small-village  fla¬ 
vor.  Then  he  adds,  “This  neighborhood 
feels  really  good.  We’re  excited  to  be  part 
of  the  growing  importance  of  restaurants 
here  in  Outer  Noe.” 

Pescheria  takes  reservations  for  dinner, 
but  only  for  the  main  dining  room.  That 
way,  they  can  keep  seats  in  the  patio  or  at 
the  bar  open  for  hungry  passersby. 

The  restaurant  is  open  for  dinner  Tues¬ 
day  through  Saturday,  5:30  to  9:30  p.m.;  a 
half  an  hour  later  on  Friday  and  Saturday. 

— Heidi  Anderson 


SchweD 

CONSTRUCTION 


Serving  San  Francisco 
for  over  25  Years 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 
Major  Reconstruction 
Foundations  —  Additions 
Kitchens  —  Baths 

General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 
WWW.SCHWED.NET 

415-285-8207 


member: 


/  Li  % 

s  BBB  > 
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Nisa 

3789  24th  Street  near  Church  Street 

415-920-9149 

www.nisasf.com 

There  must  be  something  about  the  lit¬ 
tle  retail  spot  at  3789  24th  Street  that  at¬ 
tracts  vintage-fashion  devotees.  Even 
though  Nisa,  the  address’s  newest  cloth¬ 
ing  boutique  for  women,  carries  new 
clothes,  the  designs  are  inspired  by  vin¬ 
tage  fashions.  In  July,  the  shop  replaced 
Guys  and  Dolls,  a  longtime  neighborhood 
vintage  clothier,  which  moved  to  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  24th  and  Castro  streets  and  trans¬ 
formed  into  Vendima. 

Nisa  is  owned  by  four  friends,  Shinobu 
Sering,  Umay  Mohammed,  Ivy  Chan, 
and  Marie  Biscarra.  Together,  they  design 
the  clothes  and  carry  them  under  the  Nisa 
label.  For  the  fall,  shoppers  will  find 
pieces  like  fleecy,  puffy  “frilly”  vests  in 
lavender  or  olive  green  ($158),  sturdy 
“structured”  skirts  made  of  a  canvas-like 
material  ($88),  and  soft,  violet  wool 
sweaters  ($80).  Most  items  are  in  the  $40 
to  $200  range,  and  there’s  also  a  sales 
rack  of  items  from  the  spring  and  summer 
lines  with  50  percent  markdowns. 

Vintage  fans  may  recall  that  Guys  and 
Dolls  had  a  funky  leopard-print  carpet. 
Nisa’s  owners  have  replaced  that  with 
wood  floors,  painted  the  walls  a  warm, 
creamy  white,  and  put  in  two  dressing  ar¬ 
eas  and  fixtures.  The  effect  brings  light 
and  airiness  to  the  small  space. 

Biscarra  says  she  and  her  partners  feel 
lucky  to  have  scored  the  Noe  Valley  lo¬ 
cation.  “It’s  close  to  our  main  office  on 
19th  and  Guerrero,  so  it’s  really  conven¬ 
ient  for  us,”  says  B  iscarra,  explaining  that 
she  and  her  partners  still  work  on  their  de¬ 
sign  creations  there. 

“Nisa  is  primarily  a  wholesale  busi¬ 
ness,”  she  says.  “We  sell  nationwide  and 
internationally.” 

Local  shops  that  carry  their  line  include 


Manager  Lea  Taloma  holds  one  of  the 
popular  items  at  Nisa,  a  boutique  offering 
designer  clothing  with  a  vintage  flair. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 

Pixie  Boutique  on  Grant  Avenue,  Girl- 
stuff  on  Polk  Street,  and  Behind  the  Post 
Office  in  the  Haight.  Stores  in  cities  like 
New  York,  Seattle,  and  Los  Angeles  also 
sell  Nisa  clothing. 

Their  customer  base  is  primarily 
women  ages  18  to  50,  who  “have  a  love 
for  long-lasting,  fashionable  pieces.”  It’s 
no  surprise  then  that  nisa  is  the  Arabic 
word  for  woman. 

Nisa  is  open  Tuesday  through  Friday 
from  1 1  a.m.  to  7  p.m.;  Saturday  from  10 
a.m.  to  7  p.m.;  and  Sunday  from  noon  to 
6  p.m. 

— Olivia  Boler 


^  Chez  Touchatt,  mft,  lcsw  * 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Individual  and  Couple  Therapy 

415.821.6039 

mft.  16090  Noe  Valley  Office  lcswi3829 


Jennifer  Katz,  MS,  CCC/SLP 

1104  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco 
415.920.9984  |  JK@communicate-slp.com 
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Coast-to- Coast  American  Cuisine 


Delicious  Sat-Sun  Brunches  9:00AM-2:00PM 
Cozy  Dinners  Wed-Sat  Nights  5:30-9:30PM 
Sunday  is  Kids  Night  Open  5:00-9:00PM 
Private  Booths  .  Patio  Tables  .  take  Home 


4123  24th  St.  -  San  Francisco  94114 
(Noe  Valley  Between  Castro  &  Diamond  Streets) 


Bring  this  ad  and  mention 
Chef  Deano's  name  to  get 
$5.00  OFF  YOUR  DINNER  ENTREE 


one  ad  per  Table  One  Dinner  Entree  Please 


.5.00  OFF] 
Dinner  i 


WWW.KOOKEZ.COM 


Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Quality  residential  architecture  and  design 


Doug  Shoemaker  ALA,  Licensed  Architect  smce  1 980 

415. 648. 1208,  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 


Elegant  Haight  Ashbury  Victorian  Duplex 


•  O'  Greenberg's  Pub  • 


Celebrating  our  2 2nd  year  as  "The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street" 


Featuring 
Direct  TV  on 
six  TVs 
including  two 
Big  Screens 

See  all  NFL 
Games 


Two 

Dart  Rooms 


Fifteen 
beers  on  tap 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  corner  of 
415-695-9216 


and  Dolores) 


Stephanie  Ahlberg 
(415)  321-4232 

#/  Top  Producer  for  2005! 


■  HILL&Ca 

_ »  E  A  lESTAT  Ej 

2107  Union  •  1880  Lombard 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 


Ideal  for  owner-occupancy 
&  /  or  as  income  property! 
2  spacious  flats,  garden  & 
patio,  storage  &  large  2-3 
car  garage.  Near  GG  Park! 

BOTH  FLATS  - 

■  3  Bedrooms 

■  1.25  Baths 

■  Private  Entrance 

■  Formal  Entry 

■  Fonnal  Living  Room 

■  Formal  Dining  Room 

■  Spacious  Kitchen 

■  Laundry  Room 
UPPER  FLAT  - 

■  Fainting  Room 

Offered  at  $1,817,500 


Jennifer  Smith 
(415)  321-4237 


Sue  saved  our  sanity! 


Another  in  a  series... 


Make  the  best  choice... 
call  Sue  Borsian. 


Sue  Borsian 
REALTOR® 

415.695.0552  ext  179 


Zephyr  Real  Estate 
4040  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 


z 

ZEPHYR 


were  outgrowing  our  current  house 
•re  faced  with  having  to  decide  on 

eling  our  current  house  or  buying  a 

'as  a  no  brainer.  You  found  us  the  per- 
3me  in  our  very  own  neighborhood, 
inks  Sue!! 

Pablo.  Lynda  &  Diego  Roesch 


4050  24th  Street  ~  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-2665  ~  selectaautobody.com 


SERVING 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
SINCE  1977 
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www.FredandMarilyn.com 


Fred  Villanova 

Senior  Marketing  Representative 

415.345.3158 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


www.pacunion.com 


Marilyn  Picariello 

Senior  Marketing  Representative 

415.345.3104 
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•  NOVEMBER  2006  • 


Nov.  1:  JOHN  NICHOLS  discusses  his  new 
book  The  Genius  of  Impeachment,  in  a  free 
event  co-sponsored  by  New  College  and 
Modern  Times  Bookstore.  7  pm.  New  Col¬ 
lege  Cultural  Center,  766  Valencia  St.  437- 
3425. 

Nov.  1-29:  The  S.F.  Library's  Noe  Valley 
BOOKMOBILE  is  open  Mon.  &  Wed.,  10:30 
am-1  pm.  665  Elizabeth  between  Caslro  and 
Diamond.  557-4353. 

Nov.  1-30:  Myriad  musicians  play  Afro- 
Cuban  salsa,  Latin  funk,  samba,  hip-hop, 
and  reggae  nightly  at  the  ELBO  ROOM.  9  pm. 
647  Valencia  St.  552-7788;  mw.elbo.com. 

Nov.  1-30:  The  Noe  Valley  SENIOR  CEN¬ 
TER  serves  hot  lunches  for  people  over  60, 
on  weekdays  at  12:30  pm  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  648-1030. 

Nov.  1-30:  After-school  ART  CLASSES  at 
Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  Include  mask,  cos¬ 
tume,  and  jewelry  creation  for  kids  ages  5  to 
10.  Tues.  &  Thurs.,  3:30-5:30  pm.  348 
Precita  Ave.  285-2311. 

Nov.  1-30:  The  NOE  STROLLS  "playgroup 
on  wheels”  departs  Holey  Bagel  on  Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays  at  11  am.  3872  24th  St. 
www.noestroils.com. 

Nov.  1-30:  Chris  Sequeira  leads  classes  in 
TAI  CHI.  Mon.  &  Tues.,  6  pm,  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  For  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  10:15  am  Wed.  &  Fri.  classes,  call 
773-81 85  or  650-756-6857. 

Nov.  1-30:  HOMEWORK  HELP  for  kids  in 
grades  K-7  is  offered  by  the  Mission  Library. 
Tues.,  Wed.  &  Thurs.,  4-6  pm.  300  Bartlett 
St.  557-4277;  wm.stpl.org. 

Nov.  2:  The  S.F.  DAY  OF  THE  DEAD  proces¬ 
sion  through  the  Mission  begins  at  7  pm 
from  24th  and  Bryant;  altars  will  be  on  dis¬ 
play  at  Galleria  de  la  Raza/Studio  24, 2857 
24th  St.  595-5558;  wm.dayofthedeadst.org. 

Nov.  2,  9, 16  &  30:  BILINGUAL  LAPSITS 
for  babies  and  toddlers  begin  at  11  am,  and 
STORY  TIME  for  preschoolers  starts  at  10:10 
am.  Mission  Library,  300  Bartlett  St.  557- 
4277;  wm.sfpl.org. 


Nov.  2-4,  9-11  &  16-18:  AtmosTheatre 
performs  two  plays  by  JOHN  PATRICK 
SHANLEY,  with  optional  hair-washing  at 
intermission.  8:30  pm.  Every  6  Weeks  Hair 
Salon,  323  Noe  St.  626-3343; 
wm.atmoslheatre.org. 

Nov.  2-19:  El  Teatro  de  la  Esperanza  hosts 
the  premiere  of  Tailor  from  Chihuahua,  by 
CHICANO  PLAYWRIGHT  Roy  Conboy. 
Thurs.-Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  2  pm.  2940  16th  St. 
240-9594 ;  wm.  collegeofcreativearts.  org 


Maria  Ross  and  Mauricio  Villalobos  perform 
in  Women  of  Manhattan,  one  of  two  John 
Patrick  Shanley  plays  presented  by 
AtmosTheatre  Nov.  2-18.  Photo  by  Gina  Baleria 

Nov.  3:  Taste  wine  and  champagne  from 
Iron  Horse,  Taltarni,  Clover  Hill,  and  Gruet  at 
the  second  annual  “Sparkle  San  Francisco" 
benefit  for  UNDER  ONE  ROOF,  which  funds 
33  AIDS  organizations.  6:30-10:30  pm.  St. 
Regis  Hotel,  125  3rd  St.  503-2300; 
wm.  underoneroof.  org. 

Nov.  3:  SHANNON  DAY'S  performance, 
“Signora...  Your  Son  Is  Here"  benefits  the 
Rick  Middleton  Rooftop  Fund.  8  pm.  James 
Lick  Middle  School  Theater,  1220  Noe  Street. 
285-8295. 


Nov.  3:  Singer  JANIS  IAN  performs  a  con¬ 
cert,  "Folk  Is  the  New  Black."  8  pm.  Brava 
Theater,  2781  24th  St.  641-7657; 
mw.brava.org. 

Nov.  3, 10, 17  &  24:  San  Francisco  FOOD 
ADDICTS  in  Recovery  Anonymous  meets  on 
Fridays  at  7:30  am.  St.  Patrick's  Church,  756 
Mission  St.  800-600-6028;  wm.toodad- 
dicts.org. 

Nov.  4:  The  Garden  for  the  Environment 
sponsors  a  free  COMPOSTING  WORKSHOP 
10  am-noon.  Brooks  Park  Community  Gar¬ 
den,  Ramsell  and  Shields  sts.  731-5627. 

Nov.  4:  Luisah  Teish,  Thomas  Yu  Wang,  and 
Dr.  Mark  Plotkin  are  among  the  speakers  at 
PLANTS  &  MAGIC,  a  symposium  celebrating 
the  sacred  role  of  plants,  from  noon  to  9  pm 
at  the  Conservatory  of  Flowers.  Golden  Gate 
Park.  661-1316;  www.sfbotanicalgarden.org 

Nov.  4:  Artsake  gives  a  free  Sennelier  Oil 
PASTELS  Workshop,  led  bySavoir  Faire 
product  expert  Charlotte  Hampton,  starting- at 
2  p.m.  3961  24th  St.  695-0506. 

Nov.  4:  LUIS  ALBERTO  URREA  reads 
The  Hummingbird's  Daughter  "en  Espanol." 
3-5  pm.  Mission  Library,  300  Bartlett  St. 
355-2800. 

Nov.  4:  “Sail  Away,"  a  gala  DINNER  DANCE 
and  auction,  benefits  St.  Paul's  Church.  6 
pm-midnight.  Patio  Espanol,  2850  Alemany 
Blvd.  648-7538;  wm.stpaulsl.org. 

Nov.  4:  An  ART  WITH  ELDERS  exhibit  fea¬ 
tures  works  by  residents  of  30  long-term 
care  facilities.  Artists  reception,  6:30-8:30 
pm.  Moscone  Center,  Howard  between  3rd  & 
4th.  441-2649;  info@eldergivers.org. 

Nov.  4;  Singer/songwriter  HOLLY  NEAR 
performs  her  music  in  "Show  Up."  8  pm. 
Brava  Theater,  2781  24th  St,  641-7657; 
www.brava.org. 

Nov.  4:  Noe  Valley  MUSIC  SERIES  presents 
Jeffrey  Halford  &  The  Healers, -Jim  Brunberg 
from  Box  Set,  and  Nashville  songwriter  Chris 
Donohoe.  8:1 5  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 

1021  Sanchez  St.,  454-5238;  wm.noeval- 
leymusicseries.com. 


Nov.  4  &  5:  JENNIFER  BERRY  performs 
Big  Pharma,  a  look  at  the  rise  of  the  antide¬ 
pressant  drug  industry.  Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  7 
pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  St.  641-0235; 
wm.themarsh.org. 

Nov.  4  &  18:  Bring  the  kids  to  a  Saturday 
plant  and  INSECT  WALK  in  the  Presidio. 
9:30-1 1am.  Call  561-4323  for  location  to 
meet;  wm.presidio.gov. 

Nov.  4, 18  &  25:  Saturday  WORKSHOPS 
at  the  Randall  Museum  include  family 
ceramics  at  10:30  am,  and  an  art  and  science 
workshop  at  1  pm.  199  Museum  Way. 
554.9600;  wm.randallmuseum.org. 

Nov.  4-18:  BATS  improvisational  comedy 
celebrates  its  20th  anniversary  with  shows 
shows  on  three  weekends.  8  pm.  Bayfront 
Theater  at  Fort  Mason.  474-8935; 
wm.improv.org. 

Nov.  5:  Get  ready  for  winter  sports  with  a 
PILATES  workshop.  10-11  am.  Spring 
Pilates  Studio,  1414  Castro  Street,  Suite  D. 
282-8850;  wm.springpilales.com. 

Nov.  5:  Rocket  Dog  Rescue  will  be  petting 
needy  DOGS  in  front  of  Zephyr  Real  Estate 
from  noon  to  4  pm.  4040  24th  St.  642-4786. 

Nov.  5:  Decorate  an  altar,  create  colorful 
masks,  and  enjoy  the  music  by  Los  Boleros 
at  the  Dfa  de  los  Muertos  FAMILY  FESTIVAL, 
a  benefit  for  the  Randall  Museum’s  New  Tod¬ 
dler  Treehouse.  1-5  pm.  199  Museum  Way. 
554-9681;  wm.randaiimuseum.org. 

Nov.  5  &  19:  Join  a  docent-led  free  FAMILY 
WALK  around  the  San  Francisco  Botanical 
Garden.  1 1  am.  Golden  Gate  Park,  9th  Ave.  at 
Lincoln  Way.  661-1316;  wm.sfbotanical- 
garden.org. 

Nov.  5-28:  The  Kadampa  Buddhist  Temple 
schedules  introductory  BUDDHIST  MEDITA¬ 
TION  classes  on  Tuesdays  from  7  to  8:30 
pm,  and  Sundays  from  10  to  11:30  am.  3324 
17th  St.  503-1187. 

Nov.  6:  Poets  JIMMY  HAMMON  and  JESSE 
MCWHALEY  read  from  their  work.  7:30  pm. 
Bird  &  Beckett  Books  &  Records,  2788  Dia¬ 
mond  St.  586-3733. 


Nov.  7:  Polls  are  open  from  7  am  to  8  pm 
on  ELECTION  DAY,  so  get  out  and  VOTE. 
554-4375. 

Nov.  7:  The  Walgreen's  in  the  Diamond 
Heights  Shopping  Center  offers  a  FLU  SHOT 
clinic  from  9  am  to  noon,  co-sponsored  by 
the  United  Way.  5260  Diamond  Heights  Blvd. 
Call  211  for  info;  wm.maximflu.com. 

Nov.  7:  The  SPCA  offers  a  free  PET  LOSS 
support  group.  7:30-9  pm.  2500  16th  St. 
554-3050. 

Nov.  7, 14,  21  &  28:  The  Glen  Park 
Library  hosts  a  FAMILY  STORYTIME  for 
preschoolers.  10:30  am.  653  Chenery  Street. 
557-4277. 

Nov.  7,  21  &  28:  Share  songs  and  stories 
at  the  infant/toddler  LAPSIT  at  10:30  am,  and 
the  STORY  TIME  for  preschoolers  at  3:30 
pm.  Eureka  Valley— Harvey  Milk  Library,  3555 
16th  St.  355-5616. 

Nov.  8:  STORYTELLER  Patricia  Bulitt 
explains  “How  My  Grandmother  Found  a 
Story  in  a  Plate."  6:30  pm.  Mission  Library, 
300  Bartlett  St.  557-4277;  www.stpi.org. 

Nov.  9:  Renowned  Noe  Valley  artist  RUTH 
ASAWA's  three-dimensional  work  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  a  lecture,  “The  Sculpture  of  Ruth 
Asawa."  1  pm  at  the  de  Young  Museum, 
Golden  Gate  Park.  863-3330; 
mw.thinker.org. 

Nov.  9:  St.  Luke's  Hospital  holds  a 
VOLUNTEER  orientation  the  second 
Thursday  of  the  month.  3-5  pm.  3555  Cesar 
Chavez  St.  641-6538. 

Nov.  9:  Happy  160th  BIRTHDAY,  Noe  Valley! 
Celebrate  Noe  Valley  History  Month  with  the 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley;  cake  will  be  served. 
7:30-9  pm,  St.  Philip's  Church  Parish  Hall, 
Diamond  &  Elizabeth;  rambooks@pacbell.net. 

Nov.  10:  Absolute  Time  Play  Festival  pre¬ 
sents  a  STAGED  READING  of  The  Garden  of 
Dromore  by  James  McLindon,  7:30  pm. 
NOHspace,  2840  Mariposa  Street.  401-9768. 

Nov.  10  &  11:  The  Marsh  Theater  presents 
ED  HOLMES  in  "Sub  Human:  True  Tales  from 
Beneath  the  Sea."  8  pm.  1072  Valencia  St. 
826-5750;  mw.lhemarsh.org. 


LAW  OFFICES 


Comprehensive  Estate  Planning 
Fast  and  efficient  Probates  and  Small  Estate  Administration 

‘Living'  Trusts,  Last  Wills  and  Testaments, 

Durable  Powers  of  Attorney  for  Healthcare  and  Assets  Management 

PROTECT  YOUR  LOVED  ONES 
PRESERVE  YOUR  ASSETS 
AVOID  THE  COSTS  OF  PROBATE 

Call  for  a  free  Estate  Preparation  Guide  and 
to  schedule  a  free  initial  consultation 


ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

Attorney -at-Law 

1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 
(415)  641-8687 

Practicing  Law  since  1978 

Serving  Noe  Valley  and  the  greater  San  Francisco  area 
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•  CALENDAR • 


Nov.  11:  The  Legion  ol  Honor  celebrates 
VETERANS  DAY  with  free  museum  admis¬ 
sion  and  an  afternoon  concert  for  all  military 
personnel  and  veterans.  Alma  Spreckels' 

Book  of  Gold  will  be  on  display.  9:30  am-5 
pm.  Golden  Gate  Park.  750-3614, 
www.thinker.org. 

Nov.  11:  "Big  Deal  Art  Sale"  is  a  benefit  for 
VISUAL  AID.  3-8  pm.  SOMArts.  934  Brannan 
St.  552-1770;  www.somarts.org. 

Nov.  11:  Author  Dan  Hallford  signs  his 
books'  UPPER  NOE  (see  this  month's  Last 
Page)  and  Pelican  Bay  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mystery  Bookstore,  4175  24th  Street.  2  pm. 
282-7444. 

Nov.  11  Clarinetist  and  composer  BETH 
CUSTER  &  Ensemble  bring  jazz,  classical, 
and  pop  music  to  the  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  8:15  pm. 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  454-5238;  www.noeval- 
leymusicseries.com. 

Nov.  11  &  12:  Former  residents  of  New 
Orleans,  age  12  to  104,  tell  tales  in  “From 
the  Bayou  to  the  Bay:  Stories  of  KATRINA 
SURVIVORS  in  Their  Own  Words."  Brava 
Theater.  8  pm.  2781  24th  St.  641-7657, 

Nov.  12:  The  Ancient  Art  Council  presents  a 
SLIDE  LECTURE  by  geographer  Gray 
Brechin,  author  of  Imperial  San  Francisco: 
Urban  Power,  Earthly  Ruin.  2  pm.  De  Young 
Museum,  Golden  Gate  Park.  750-3686. 

Nov.  12:  Yvonne  Cannon  reads  and  signs 
her  new  book  of  POETRY,  When  This  You 
See.  7  pm.  Browser  Books,  2195  Fillmore  St. 
567-8027, 

Nov.  13:  The  ODD  MONDAYS  Series  intro¬ 
duces  East  and  West  Coast  poets  Margot 
Farrington  and  Noe  Valley's  own  Kim  Shuck. 
7  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St. 
821-2090. 

Nov.  14:  Learn  how  to  present  a  case  in 
SMALL  CLAIMS  COURT  at  a  free  workshop. 
6  pm.  New  College  of  California  School  of 
Law,  50  Fell  St.  241-1300. 

Nov.  14  A  FLU  SHOT  clinic  is  scheduled 
from  6  to  9  pm  at  the  Walgreen's  on  Castro  at 
18th  Street,  www.maximllu.com. 


Nov.  14,  21  &  28:  Librarians  from  the  Noe 
Valley  Library  present  LAPSITS  for  babies 
and  toddlers  at  10:15  am,  and  preschool 
STORY  TIME  at  11  am.  Bethany  UMC,  1268 
Sanchez  St.  647-8393. 

Nov.  15:  The  annual  Musee  de  Noel 
FUNDRAISER  for  St.  Luke's  Hospital 
includes  a  luncheon,  a  fashion  show,  and  a 
silent  auction.  10:30  am.  Palace  Hotel,  2 
New  Montgomery  St.  641-6490. 

Nov.  15:  Political  analyst  DAVID  BINDER 
reviews  the  Nov.  7  election  results  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Democratic  Club.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  641-5838. 

Nov.  16:  Learn  the  basics  of  silkscreen 
POSTER-MAKING  in  a  monthlong  course. 
Thurs.,  6  pm;  Sat.,  2  pm,  3543  18th  SI.  821- 
7282;  slprintcollective@gmail.com. 

Nov.  16  &  Dec.  12:  The  Noe  Valley  Asso¬ 
ciation  hosts  two  PUBLIC  FORUMS  to  exam¬ 
ine  long-range  plans  for  Noe  Valley's  com¬ 
mercial  corridor.  7:30  pm.  St.  Philip's  Church 
Meeting  Hall,  725  Diamond  St.  282-9918. 

Nov.  16-18,  23-25  &  30:  Randy  Ruther¬ 
ford  performs  “This  May  Feel  a  Little  Funny.” 
8  pm.  THE  MARSH  Studio  Theater,  1072 
Valencia  St.  826-5750;  www.themarsh.org 

Nov.  18-Jan.  28:  A  retrospective  of  artist 
RUTH  ASAWA's  work,  “Contours  in  the  Air," 
is  on  display  at  the  de  Young  Museum  in 
Golden  Gate  Park.  863-3330; 
www.thinker.org. 

Nov.  1 8:  Find  that  elusive  bicycle 
whatchamacallit  at  the  VELO  SWAP.  8  am-5 
pm.  Concourse  Exhibition  Center,  7th  & 
Brannan;  www.slbike.org. 

Nov.  18:  The  Older  Women's  League  (OWL) 
sponsors  a  STRESS  WORKSHOP  for  mid-life 
and  older  women  by  Melanie  Grossman, 
Ph.D,  10  am-noon.  Flood  Building,  870 
Market  St.  989-4422;  www.owlsf.org. 

Nov.  18:  GEOFF  and  DANIEL  HOYLE  per¬ 
form  “No  Blood  for  Hoyle,"  an  evening  of 
new  and  classic  skits,  observations,  and 
political  comedy.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238;  noeval- 
leymusicseries.com. 


Nov.  18-30:  Explore  the  lives  ot  HONEY 
BEES  at  a  free  interactive  exhibit,  “Journey 
into  the  Hive."  Tues.-Sat ,  10  am-5  pm.  Ran¬ 
dall  Museum,  199  Museum  Way.  554-9600, 
www.  randat  /museum,  org. 

Nov.  19:  Noe  Valley  CHAMBER  MUSIC'S 
Emerging  Artists  Concert  features  pianist 
Carlos  Avila,  guitarist  Brian  Dowdy,  and 
flutist  Jeremiah  Bills  from  the  San  Francisco 
Conservatory  ol  Music.  4  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry.  1021  Sanchez  Street.  648- 
5226.www.nvcm.org. 


The  Triskela  Celtic  Harp  Trio  performs  a  free 
concert  Nov.  14,  at  6  pm,  at  the  Festival  of 
Harps  at  the  Main  Library. 


Nov.  19:  Occasional  Sunday  Evening  MEDI¬ 
TATIONS  features  “Loving  Kindness  Medita¬ 
tion  Suggestions  for  Beginners"  at  7  pm,  a 
silent  meditation  at  7:30  pm,  a  video  of 
David  Spero's  enlightenment  gatherings  at  8 
pm,  and  sonic  meditation  “to  the  caressing 
sound  of  ocean  waves"  at  8:30  pm.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.; 
rabar@mindspring.  com. 

Nov.  25:  MYSTERY  writer/former  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  resident  Mark  Coggins  signs  his  new 
novel,  Candy  from  Strangers.  1  pm.  San 
Francisco  Mystery  Bookstore,  4175  24th  St. 
282-7444. 


Nov.  25-26  &  Dec.  2-3:  More'than  150 
ARTISTS  display  their  fine  crafts  at  the  Cele¬ 
bration  of  Craftswomen,  an  event  that  bene¬ 
fits  the  San  Francisco  Women’s  Building. 

Fort  Mason  Center,  431-1180,  ext.  15, 
www.  celebrationolcraltswomen.  org. 

Nov.  26:  The  Academy  of  Sciences'  annual 
run  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  WILD  5K/10K  race, 
encourages  zany  costumes.  For  an  entry 
form  call  759-2690  or  visit  www.calacad- 
emy.org 

Nov.  27:  Actress  JOAN  CHEN  introduces  a 
free  screening  of  The  Blood  of  Yingzhou  Dis¬ 
trict.  a  documentary  about  children  with 
AIDS  in  rural  China;  sushi  and  wine  recep¬ 
tion  follows.  6  pm.  The  Screening  Room, 
Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts,  701  Mission 
Street.  421-8707. 

Nov.  27:  Selected  films  from  the  SPIRITUAL 
CINEMA  Series  will  be  shown  at  the  ODD 
MONDAYS  series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
7  pm.  1021  Sanchez  St.  821-2090. 

Nov.28:  Michelle  Tea  continues  the  RADAR 
SALON  series  with  writer/fiddler/magazine 
editor  Melody  Allegra  Berger  and  Boston- 
based  writer  and  artist  Sara  Seinberg.  7-8:30 
pm.  Eureka  Valley— Harvey  Milk  Library,  3555 
16th  St.  355-5616, 

Nov.  28:  Learn  about  San  Francisco  HIS¬ 
TORY  at  a  lecture  by  John  Ralston.  7  pm. 
Mission  High  Auditorium,  16th  &  Church. 
750-9986;  www.sanfranciscohistory.org. 

Nov.  28:  Susan  Griffin,  Andrew  Leland,  and 
Paul  Flores  present  the  annual  Jackson  Phe¬ 
lan  Tanenbaum  LITERARY  AWARDS.  7:30 
pm.  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia  St. 
626-2787;  wwwtheinterseclion.  org. 

Nov.  29;  Get  the  facts  about  long-term 
CARE  INSURANCE  at  a  free  seminar.  6-7:30 
pm.  CPMC,  2100  Webster  St.,  #106. 923- 
SI  55;  www.cpmc.org 

Nov.  29:  The  S.F.  JEWISH  FILM  FESTIVAL 
screens  Dalia  Karpel's  documentary  about 
the  beginnings  of  the  contemporary  Israeli 
state.  7:30  pm.  The  Screening  Room,  Yerba 
Buena  Center  for  the  Arts,  701  Mission  St. 
978-2787. 


Nov.  29:  Learn  about  efforts  to  save  our 
native  species  at  a  free  lecture  on  FROG 
RESTORATION.  8  pm.  CounterPulse,  1310 
Mission  St.  626-2060;  www.shapingsf.org. 

Nov.  30.  A  gala  fundraiser  for  UCSF  AIDS 
HEALTH  PROJECT  features  Will  Durst  and 
Mark  Leno.  5:30-9:00  pm.  UCSF  Mission 
Bay,  Robertson  Auditorium,  1675  Owens  St. 
502-7276;  www.ucsl-ahp.org. 

Nov  30:  There  will  be  goldfish  crackers  for 
the  kids  and  wine  for  the  grown-ups  at 
PEEKABOUTIQUE's  Parents  Party  Night. 
5:30-8:30  pm.  1306  Castro  St.  641-6192. 

Dec.  1-3:  The  SWING  DANCE  Festival 
begins  with  1920s  “Frisky  Frolics"  and 
Charleston  lessons  on  Dec.  1 ,  at  the  Verdi 
Club,  2424  Mariposa  St.  Call  for  details  and 
other  events.  305-8242. 

Dec.  2:  Enjoy  a  glass  of  glogg  while  the 
kids  meet  Santa  at  the  23rd  annual  SWEDISH 
CHRISTMAS  FAIR.  9  am-4  pm.  St.  Mary's, 
1111  Gough  St.  www.sweasanfrancisco.org 

Dec.  3:  Thousands  of  items  for  BIKE  BUFFS 
and  pedal  pushers  will  be  for  sale  at  Winter- 
fest  Party  2006. 6-10:30  pm.  SOMArts 
Gallery,  Brannan  &  8th  sts.  www.slbike.org. 

Dec  3:  The  Winter  Holiday  POTTERY  & 
CRAFT  benefit  sale  features  hundreds  of 
unique,  handcrafted  Items.  11  am-5  pm. 
Sharon  Art  Studio,  Golden  Gate  Park  (next  to 
Children's  Playground).  753-7005; 
www.  sharonartstudio.  org. 


SEND  HOLIDAY  CARDS 

The  next  Noe  Valley  Voice,  our 
December/January  issue,  will  fly 
into  Noe  Valley  on  Dec.  1 .  So,  if 
you  have  calendar  items,  please 
send  them  by  Nov.  15.  E-mail 
calendar@noevalleyvoice.com. 
Or  you  can  write  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94114.  Noe  Valley  events  take 
priority,  but  we'll  try  to  squeeze  in 
as  many  other  Items  as  possible. 


toast 


eatery 

NOW  OPEN  FOR  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  &  DINNER 


1748  CHURCH  STREET  at  DAY 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94131 

415.  282.  4EAT 
TO  60  ORDERS  WELCOMED! 


Hearty  Breakfasts 

Gourmet  Bagels 

Juicy  Niman  Ranch  Burgers 

Cold  &  Hot  Specialty  Sandwiches 

Crisp  Fresh  Salads  with  House  Ms 

Savory  House  Made  Soups 

Succulent  Desserts 

Fair  Trade  Certified  Coffee  &  Te 

Beer,  Wine  &  Mimosas  ^ 


MENU  AVAILABLE  ONLINE  AT 
WWW. TOASTEATERY.COM 


BLACKLINE 

CONSTRUCTION 


THINK  I  BUILD  I  MODERN 


Blackline  Construction  specializes  in  building  modern  spaces 
in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area.  We  construct  residences  that 
are  elegant,  inviting  and  long  lasting.  During  our  projects,  we 
develop  collaborative  and  trust-based  partnerships  with  our 
clients  and  their  architects.  Our  expert  execution  of  your 
modern  design  completes  the  equation  that  defines  the 
beauty  of  your  space. 


(415)  412-2370 

License  #  783873 

WWW.BLACKLINECONSTRUCTION.COM 

info@blacklineconstruction.com 


34  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  November  2006 


more  than  th 

blue  bins  on  the  curb. 


letsgreenthisci 


Green  is  asking  what  if? 

It’s  making  energy  from  the  tides  in  our  ocean, 
and  the  wind  in  our  streets. 

Green  is  equal  parts  doing  and  dreaming. 

Green  is  saying  no  thanks 

to  the  daily  disposable  coffee  cup. 

It’s  accessorizing  a  stainless  steel  kitchen 
with  a  plastic  compost  bucket. 

Green  is  everyone  doing  their  part 


Green  is  getting  together  with  the  sun. 

It’s  forming  a  partnership  with  the  U  and  the  V. 
Green  is  solar  energy. 

Green  is  resisting  the  urge  to  drive  to  yoga. 

It’s  living  up  to  the  promise  of  our  bumper  stickers. 
Green  is  action  of  ail  sizes. 


Green  is  a  brand  new  day. 
And  it’s  waiting  to  be  seized. 
Green  is  you. 

Green  is  us. 

Green  is  now. 
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Guess  Where  Else  You’ll  Find  Hill  &  Co.! 


3899  24th  Street  /  Sanchez 
Noe  Valley 
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Exclusive  Agents 

Exclusive  Properties 
Exclusively  for  You 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


www.nui-co.com 


jr 


3899  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  |  415.824.1100 

1880  Lombard  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94123  j  415.921.6000 
2107  Union  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94123  |  415.921.6000 


ears 

of  Excellent 
Service 

1956-2006 
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St.  Paul’s  School 


Are  you  in  search  of  a  friendly,  warm 
learning  environment  for 
your  elementary  school  child? 

We  have  just  the  place  you’re  looking  for. 

We  are  a  Catholic  parish  school  that  serves  families  of  multi-ethnic 
and  social  backgrounds.  Although  we  have  been  educating 
grade  school  children  for  nearly  90  years,  we  are  in  a  new 
school  building  that  was  completed  in  January,  1999. 

Christian  community  is  a  priority  in  an  atmosphere  of  care  and 
concern  for  one  another.  We  are  situated  in  San  Francisco's 
Noe  Valley,  where  the  sun  shines  daily. 

Why  not  come  by  and  "check  us  out"? 


OPEN  HOUSE 
Nov.  15,  2006 
6:30  p.m. 

We  are  located  at  1690  Church  Street 
For  further  information,  call 

415-648-2055  or 

visit  our  website  at  www.stpaulsf.net 


preschool-eighth  grade 


The 

ScmFranciscoSchool 


Founded  1966 


A  small  independent  school 

SFS  cultivates  and  celebrates 
the  intellectual,  imaginative 
and  humanitarian  promise  of 
each  student  in  a  community 
that  practices  mutual  respect, 
embraces  diversity,  and  inspires 
a  passion  for  learning. 


300  Gaven  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94134 

(415)  239-5065 


We  expand  in  6th  gradel  Applications  are  always  welcome. 


WWW 


sfschool.org 
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Presents 

Great  Wooden  Toys 


PLAN 

TOYS 


y .  v 


Sustainable 
Chemical  Free 

make  an  appointment  to 
bring  your  outgrown  items 
for  cash  or  trade 

1306  Castro  St.  @  24th 
641-6192  ♦  Open  7  Days 


HOMEBIRTH  IN 
NOE  VALLEY 


Homebirth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


■  - 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 


A  HANDCRAFTED  GIFT 
IS  A  GIFT  OF  LOVE  ¥ 


Fri.,  Nov.  3rd 
5-9  PM 

Sat.,  Nov.  4,h 

10- 4  PM 

Sun.,  Nov.  5th 

11- 4  PM 


t  $  Shop  for  original 

V9  A 

handcrafted  items 
from  30  artists  and 
craftpersons 

*  MIRAL0MA 
tl  IMPROVEMENT  CLUB 

350  O'Shaughnessy 
at  Del  Vale 

San  Francisco 

Sorry,  No  Credit  Cards 
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Song  for  the  Sky.  A  cherub  weather  vane  points  his  trumpet  high  above  Noe  Street  near  Alvarado  Street.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


Mission 

Dolores 

SCHOOL 


3371 i6th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Providing  Quality  Catholic  Education 
Since  1866 


Accepting  applications  for  Fall  2006 
Grades  K  -  7 

Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 


r 

San  Francisco  Waldorf  School 
San  Francisco  Waldorf  High  School 


Weekly  Wednesday  morning  tours  of  our 
Nursery,  Kindergarten  and  Grade  School 

begin  September  27,  2006 
Welcome  to  Waldorf  Education:  An  Exploration 
October  14, 2006  or  November  18, 2006, 9:00am  to  12pm 
Childcare  available  (ages  4  and  up) 

Please  call  our  Grade  School  Admissions  Office 
to  schedule  a  tour  or  register  for  one  of  our  Saturday  events 
Lori  Grey,  415-931-2750  ext.  302 

High  School  Open  Houses 

October  21,  November  4  &  December  16 
Please  call  high  school  admission  office  for  an  appointment 
for  Open  Houses  and  class  visits. 

Miriam  Rosenberg,  415-431-2736  ext.  23 

www.sfwaldorf.org 

v _ _ _ y 


They  grow  up  so  quickly... 

Those  precious  early  years  you 
will  remember  forever  deserve 
photographs  you  will  treasure 
forever.  Suzanne  Sizer  has 
the  artistic  vision,  talent  and 
experience  to  capture  your 
family  with  elegance  and 
creativity.  To  schedule  a 
preview,  call  415.518.6537 
or  visit  www.suzannesizer.com 


the  photos  are  forever 


SUZANNES  ZER  |  photography 
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GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

GENERAL  &  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 


"I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I’m 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 

Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I've  always 
wanted... 

without  the  fear." 


Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  CLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 


GLEN 

PARK 

HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Spectra-Tone  Paints 

Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761 

685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


188*f! 


YOtJR  STORY  STARTS  HERE . . . 


A  paragraph 

MEN  .  WOMEN  .  KIDS 

CLOTHING  .  ACCESSORIES  .  HOUSEWARES 


Wmmgm 


654  CHENERY  STREET 

(2  blocks  fi-ata  Gi tm  Psck  SAP.r,  betWB^R  DiiObcnd  s  Cafi’cro } 

415.239.7800 

Hours:  Tues-Pri  11 : 30ptn-7pm  Sat-Sun  12pat-6pm 

www.paragraphsf .com 


Chenery  Park 

restaurant 


Tutsfoy  Night  U  Family  Night! 

CP  Kids 

683  Chenery  Street  In  Glen  Part  337-8537 

reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 
www.chenerypark.com 


a  BUY/SELL/TRADE  children’s  boutique 


Gently  used 
children's  clothing, 
toys,  DVDs,  maternity, 
and  carriers.  We  also 
feature  hip,  new  gifts 
for  the  urban  child. 


648  Chenery  in 
the  Glen  Park  Village 
415.239.9534 
glenparkbug@mac.com 


Electric 

(41 5)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


Bird  & 
Beckett  dl\ 
Books 

&  Records 


LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  of  Every  Month  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-3735  •  www.  hi  rd-heckett.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  941  31  -  in  Glen  Park 
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Three  Orders  of  Double  Happiness.  Twice  the  work,  twice  the  joy.These  Noe  parent  pairs  got  together  in  October  to  show  us  their  twins.  From  left,  they  are  Tom  and 
Layne  Walker  with  7-month-old  Taryn  and  Blythe,  Scott  Jenkins  and  Stephanie  Sheridan-Jenkins  with  8-month-old  Annika  and  Alexis,  David  and  Ingrid  Hyde  with  new  kids 
3-week-old  Tyler  and  Kristina.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


NOW  OPEN 

Comprehensive  Dental  Care  •  Porcelain  Veneers  •  Dental  Implants 
Tooth  Colored  Restorations  •  Crown  and  Bridge  •  Periodontal  Therapy 
ZOOM  In-Office  Whitening  •  Gentle,  Personalized  &  Affordable  Dentistry 


DENTAL 


General  and  Cosmetic  Dentistry 

ANISE  I  NASER,  DDS 

2790  DIAMOND  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 

(Located  one  block  from  Glen  Park  Bart  Station) 

CALL  FOR  AN  APPOINTMENT 
3  3  3  -  1  8  7  7 

$200  OFF  ZOOM  WHITENING 

VALID  THRU  DECEMBER  2006 


2920  Diamond  Street 


in  Glen  Park  across  from  BART 

(415)  333-6920 

enjoy  our  Outdoor  Garden  while  you  wait 


SPECIAL 

Manicure  &  Pedicure  $15 

Spa  Manicure  &  Pedicure  $18 

Free  Paraffin  Wax 

Expires  12/13/06  ! 

Manicure 

$7 

French  Manicure 

$9 

Pedicure 

$13 

Manicure  &  Pedicure 

$17 

Spa  Pedicure 

$16 

Spa  Manicure  &  Pedicure  $20 

Polish  Change 

$4 

Feet  or  Shoulder  Massages 

10  Minutes 

$8 

20  Minutes 

$16 

30  Minutes 

$23 

$30  Fill  $20 
$23  Fill  $15 


ACRYLIC  .... 

•  Silk  Full  Set 

•  Full  Set 

GEL . 

•Full  Set  $30  Fill  $20 

PINK  &  WHITE . 

•Full  Set  $35  Fill  $25 

•  Single  Tip  $3 

•  Take  Off  $5 


Waxing  •  Eyelashes  Tint  &  Curling 


Eyebrow  Arch 
Lip  Wax 
Underarms 
Bikini 

Full  Legs  &  Bikini 
Eyelashes  Tint 
Curling 

Eyelashes  Extension 


Open  Monday  -  Friday  9  to  7:30 
Saturday  9  to  7  •  Sunday  10  to  7 

Walk-ins  Welcome  •  Gift  Certificates  Available 


Come  &  Relax  with  Us 

Your  Satisfaction  is  Guaranteed! 
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Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
Tuition  Assistance 


rtn  nv/ujt 

Sat.  December  2 
11:00  -  2:00y 


1387  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

www.synergyschool.org 

(415)  567-6177 


Ladybug  Ladybug 

Greeting  cards  and  gifts 
Lovely  things  to  give  and  get 

3870  24th  Street 

(between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg) 

(415)  824-KISS 
ladybugladybug.com 


We  feature  many  lines 
including 
these  local  and 
independent  talents 

Baby  Jak 

Shouting  Violet 

Spotbear 

Productions 

Slug  Baby 

Lisa's  Garden 

Lotus 


Shanta 
Rivas 
D.D.S. 

COSMETIC  and 
GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

Children  and  Adults  welcomed 

801  Portola  Drive  #103 
San  Francisco,  CA  94127 

415-731-7700 


Reading  for  Rhetoric.  Lifelong  Noe  Valley  resident  Erica  Chesley  reads  Mazook’s  latest  musings  while  on  a  break  from  Freshman  Week  activities  at  her  new  home  away 
from  home,  Carleton  College  in  Minnesota.  _  Photo  by  (Mom)  Suzana  Seban 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 

Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants,  and  instrument  pi 


FOUNDED  IN  1973 


4066  24th  Street 
in  the  Heart 
of  Noe  Valley 
(415)  648-3954 
www.smallfrys. 


Open  every 
Children’s  sizes  0  to  7 


SMALL  FRYS 

Noe  Valley’s  Favorite  Children’s  Store 


415-596-0E99 

www.musictogethersf.com 


Clothes  unique 
as  your  baby 


“ FIVE  STARS  to  Director 
Paul  Godwin  and  his 
teachers!’  -  GoCityKids.com 


Fall  Session  runs  Sept  14th  -  Dec  9th 

Easy  Noe  Valley  location!  Try  a  free  demo!! 
Visit  the  website  or  call  to  get  started! 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 
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FLORENCES 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


Autumn  Memories 

More  than  any  other  holiday. 
Thanksgiving  has  always 
been  for  us  an  extra-strength, 
family-sized  celebration.  That’s  because 
my  mother-  and  father-in-law  were  mar¬ 
ried  on  Nov.  25,  1915.  One  year  later  to 
the  day,  their  first  son  (my  man  Leo 
Holub)  was  born.  Twenty-six  years  later 
to  the  day,  their  first  grandchild,  our  son 
Michael,  came  into  the  world.  Michael 
was  the  first  grandchild  in  both  of  our 
families  and  the  apple  of  everyone’s  eye.. 

Consequently,  Thanksgiving  in  our 
family  has  long  served  as  an  inspiration 
for  overindulgence  of  every  form  and 
fancy. 

We  occasionally  gathered  at  our 
Noe  Valley  home  to  celebrate,  but  more 
often  we  congregated  in  the  senior 
Holubs’  house  150  miles  away  in  the 
Sierra  Foothills.  The  white  colonial 
abode  they  built  in  the  1940s  stood  atop 
a  hill  overlooking  the  picturesque  early 
gold-mining  town  of  Grass  Valley. 
Fronting  the  house  grew  the  orchard 
that  Leo’s  mother,  “Gram,"  had  planted 
herself. 

Some  years,  there  were  red  apples 
and  pomegranates  hanging  from  the 
bare  branches  when  we  arrived.  Other 
years,  the  distant  panoramic  landscape 
was  dotted  with  beautiful  red  and  orange 
explosions  of  color — maple  trees 
touched  by  the  frost.  Often  the  ground 
was  frozen  and  made  crunching  sounds 
under  our  feet.  Outside  it  was  nippy,  but 
inside  it  was  comfortable  and  warm. 

For  days  preceding  the  feast.  Gram 
kept  the  oven  busy,  baking  apple, 
pumpkin,  and  mince  pies,  plus  a  variety 
of  cookies  and  three  cakes!  There  was 
always  one  lavishly  decorated  birthday 
cake  with  Michael’s  name  on  it,  another 
with  Leo’s,  and  a  third  honoring  Gram 
and  Gramp’s  wedding  anniversary — 
usually  a  tall  angel-food  cake.  But  they 
were  all  reduced  to  crumbs  before  we 
traveled  back  to  the  city,  where  the  boys 
attended  Fairmount  Elementary  School. 

When  Michael  was  8  years  old, 
his  teacher  called  me  in  for  a 
conference,  saying  that  the 
staff  had  been  alerted  to  look  out  for 
children  who  were  especially  quiet,  or 
who  did  not  participate  or  make  friends 
easily — traits  she  had  noticed  in  our 
son.  While  such  children  posed  no  dan¬ 
ger  to  those  around  them,  she  said,  in 
later  life  they  could  conceivably  be  a 
danger  to  themselves. 

Naturally,  I  went  to  a  therapist  she 
recommended,  who  listened  while  I 
related  the  family  history.  1  told  her  that 
Michael  had  been  a  happy,  healthy  child 
with  high  spirits,  until  he  came  down 
with  an  illness  at  about  2  years  of  age — 
a  traumatic  period  that  I  thought  was 
especially  relevant. 

That  was  in  1945,  when  I  went  into 
the  hospital  to  produce  a  playmate  for 
Michael.  Gram  came  to  the  city  to 
watch  her  grandson  while  I  was  gone. 
Three  days  later  when  I  came  home 
from  the  hospital,  eager  to  see  how  my 
son  had  managed  without  me,  I  was 
astounded  to  learn  that  Gram  had  inex¬ 
plicably  taken  him  to  Grass  Valley, 
away  from  everything  familiar  to  him. 

I  was  told  by  everyone  not  to  worry. 


that  Michael  was  enjoying  the  country 
sunshine  and  that  there  was  not  enough 
gas  for  the  long  trip  home  (because  of 
fuel  rationing  for  the  war  effort  in 
Europe  and  Japan). 

Nevertheless,  1  did  worry,  although  I 
was  kept  busy  with  our  fine  new  son, 

Jan.  It  was  months  before  Gram 
returned  with  Michael.  Only  then  did  I 
learn  the  full  truth,  which  had  been  kept 
from  me  in  order  to  prevent  any  distress 
that  might  have  inhibited  my  flow  of 
milk  while  nursing  Jan. 

Michael  had  fallen  from  our  living 
room  couch  and  broken  his  collarbone 
shortly  after  I'd  left  for  the  hospital.  At 
the  same  time,  he’d  come  down  with  a 
terrible  cold.  Gram  tried  to  get  a  doctor, 
but  most  physicians  were  overseas  tend¬ 
ing  the  troops.  The  few  left  behind  were 
overbooked.  In  desperation,  she  bun¬ 
dled  up  our  sick  little  boy  and  drove 
150  miles  to  her  personal  physician,  Dr. 
Hirsh,  in  Grass  Valley. 

The  good  doctor  immobilized 
Michael's  shoulder  and  arm,  then  diag¬ 
nosed  the  "cold”  as  lobar  pneumonia, 
which  was  usually  fatal  in  those  days. 
Fortunately,  he  prescribed  sulfa,  a  brand 
new  antibiotic  drug  that  Gram  adminis¬ 
tered  with  tender  loving  care  and  which 
probably  saved  Michael’s  life. 

By  the  time  Michael  returned,  how¬ 
ever,  he  had  developed  an  asthmatic 
condition  that  prompted  us  to  move  to  a 
drier  climate  in  Walnut  Creek  for  a  year. 
But  the  wheezing  worsened,  so  we 
moved  to  Grass  Valley  because  Gram 
was  convinced  that  he  was  unaffected 
there.  She  was  mistaken. 

The  asthma  continued,  so  we  called 
Dr.  Hirsh,  who  suggested  a  series  of 
allergy  “scratch”  tests,  although  he 
could  promise  no  certain  results.  One  of 
the  scratches  turned  an  angry  red,  reveal¬ 
ing  the  troublemaker  to  be  goose  feath¬ 
ers!  The  offending  source  was  the  soft 
eiderdown  pillow  that  Gram  had  given 
to  her  grandchild.  He  loved  the  pillow, 
and  had  it  with  him  wherever  we  lived. 

We  moved  back  to  San  Francisco 
after  dispatching  the  pillow  to  eider¬ 
down  heaven,  and  Michael  outgrew  his 
ailment.  But  he  never  regained  the 
happy  nature  he’d  had  as  a  toddler. 

At  Fairmount,  his  grades  were  only 
mediocre  for  a  child  as  bright  as  he  was. 


I  went  back  to  the  therapist,  who  lis¬ 
tened  to  me  for  three  months.  She 
finally  said  she  could  see  nothing  out  of 
the  ordinary,  and  so  suggested  setting 
up  a  few  sessions  with  Leo. 

Before  we  could  make  plans  for  that, 
however,  I  just  happened  to  visit  a 
friend  on  the  other  side  of  town  who 
was  plagued  by  a  constantly  barking 
dog  belonging  to  her  next-door  neigh¬ 
bor.  Our  friend  commented  that  the 
neighbor  was  a  psychiatrist  who  told 
other  people  how  to  raise  their  children 
and  yet  was  unable  to  discipline  her 
own  dog  properly! 

That  was  all  I  needed  to  hear.  I  aban¬ 
doned  the  idea  of  further  therapy,  espe¬ 
cially  since  our  son  had  begun  to  make 
great  progress  under  the  guidance  of 
two  gifted  teachers  at  school. 

Upon  graduation  from  the  eighth 
grade,  Michael  was  named  valedicto¬ 
rian,  as  well  as  the  recipient  of  the 
Student  Achievement  Award.  We  hap¬ 
pily  assumed  his  troubles  were  over, 
and  he  went  on  to  graduate  from  Lowell 
High  School,  as  did  his  brothers. 

All  our  sons  did  well,  bringing 
their  parents  and  grandparents 
great  joy  as  they  changed  and 

grew. 

But  one  thing  remained  unchanged 
over  the  years — our  Thanksgiving.  On 
that  day,  Gram  and  I  arose  at  daybreak 
and  busied  ourselves  in  the  kitchen — 
plucking,  cleaning,  and  stuffing  the 
enormous  bird.  When  it  was  finally 
placed  in  the  hot  oven,  we  attended  to 
the  peeling  of  many  potatoes  and  the 
chopping  of  all  the  vegetables. 

As  the  turkey  approached  readiness, 
everyone  pitched  in,  Michael  mashed 
the  potatoes,  Leo  carved  the  turkey,  and 
I  made  the  gravy,  while  Jan  kept  his  lit¬ 
tle  brother  Eric  amused  by  feeding  logs 
into  the  living  room  fireplace.  Gramp 
took  charge  of  the  beverages,  keeping 
everyone’s  glass  full,  especially  his 
own! 

Gram  set  a  fine  table  with  her  best 
linens,  china,  and  silverware,  and  after 
we  took  our  seats,  Gramp  offered  a  toast 
to  our  continued  health  and  happiness. 

It  was  always  a  warm  and  congenial 
occasion  that  left  us  with  bulging  tum¬ 
mies  and  full  hearts. 


Superior 

Service 

Guaranteed 


CELICA  SALON 

Your  Auto  Specialist  Since  1 979 


& 

BBB 

~T~ 


W@V®  [Msw&i  008 

1 633  Valencia  Street 

Full  Service  on  all  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  &  Imported  SUVs 


415-647-2355  •  Shuttle  to  BART  •  www.celicasalon.com  •  Mon  -  Fri  8am  -  6pm 


Toward  the  end  of  one  Thanksgiving 
in  the  ’60s,  as  we  sat  around  the  center 
counter  in  the  kitchen  feeling  warm  and 
well  fed,  I  made  a  sketch  to  capture  the 
pleasant  sight.  In  the  foreground  sat 
Michael,  Eric,  Leo,  Gram,  and  Gramp, 
conversing.  In  the  background  through 
the  window.  Jan  could  be  seen  walking 
in  the  orchard  with  his  little  red-haired 
girlfriend,  Marsha,  who  had  accompa¬ 
nied  us. 

We  were  completely  happy.  Life  had 
been  good  to  us. 

Then  the  conflict  in  Vietnam  esca¬ 
lated,  and  a  new  anxiety  took  hold.  As 
8-year-old  Eric  “demonstrated"  against 
the  war — following  the  lead  of  the 
legions  of  pacifists  in  San  Francisco — 
his  older  brothers  left  for  duty  overseas. 

First  Michael  joined  the  Navy  and 
was  assigned  to  a  floating  dry  dock  off 
the  island  of  Guam,  which  was  devas¬ 
tated  by  a  typhoon  while  he  was  there. 

His  was  a  dismal,  lonely  duty,  with 
nothing  to  do  but  drink  coffee  and 
smoke  cigarettes. 

Then  Jan  was  inducted  into  the 
Army.  He  was  bound  for  Vietnam,  but 
thankfully,  his  orders  were  reversed  as 
the  war  began  to  wind  down.  His  outfit 
was  sent  to  Germany  instead,  to  a  base 
where  the  Alps  were  within  hiking  dis¬ 
tance  and  the  joyful  Oktoberfests  were 
even  closer. 

Both  our  sons  came  home  unharmed. 

Upon  his  return,  Michael  moved  into 
an  apartment  with  two  school  friends 
we  knew  and  liked.  He  entered  San 
Francisco  State,  but  the  teachers  went 
on  strike,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  cross 
the  picket  line.  When  the  strike  ended 
and  he  finally  got  to  class,  Michael  had 
fallen  far  behind,  so  he  dropped  out. 
Unfortunately,  jobs  were  scarce.  Then 
he  went  through  an  unhappy  romance. 
Things  were  not  going  well  for  him. 

We  could  see  that  he  was  having 
trouble,  but  we  never  dreamed  how  seri¬ 
ous — not  until  the  sad  night  in  1968 
when  we  received  a  phone  call  from  a 
police  officer  who  had  to  inform  us  that 
our  son  had  taken  his  own  life.  Michael 
was  only  25  years  of  age. 

There  was  no  note. 

We  were  all  devastated,  but  managed 
to  comfort  and  never  to  blame  one 
another.  We  had  done  our  best. 

We  continued  to  observe  our 
Thanksgiving  holiday  for  as 
long  as  Gram  and  Gramp 
were  alive,  but  more  solemnly.  Today 
their  big  house  still  stands  on  the  hill¬ 
top,  but  our  son  Jan  lives  there  now.  We 
make  the  trip  as  often  as  we  can. 

In  my  April  1996  column,  1  men¬ 
tioned  a  proposal  to  install  a  bench  on 
the  hill  at  Sanchez  and  21st  streets  in 
honor  of  the  late  Audrey  Rogers,  a 
neighborhood  activist.  Later  that  year, 
Audrey’s  daughter,  Janice  Bracken, 
spoke  before  the  Dolores  Heights 
Improvement  Club.  She  asked  club 
members  to  give  their  approval  for  the 
bench  memorial,  to  be  located  in  a 
small  landscaped  area  off  the  sidewalk 
on  Sanchez  Street. 

There  are  a  few  hurdles  to  overcome, 
but  if  the  bench  is  deemed  acceptable 
(as  Janice  thinks  it  will  be),  Leo  and  I 
would  like  to  dedicate  a  tree  in  our 
son’s  memory. 

I  would  like  to  think  of  Michael  sit¬ 
ting  on  an  eiderdown  cloud,  watching 
the  growth  of  the  evergreen  tree  that 
was  planted  just  for  him.  And  to  com¬ 
plete  my  vision,  I  imagine  Gram  and 
Gramp  floating  by  with  an  enormous 
angel-food  cake.  ■ 

Editor's  Note:  An  Australian  lilly-pilly 
tree  was  planted  in  the  landscaped  area 
surrounding  the  Audrey  Rodgers 
Memorial  Bench  in  the  spring  of  1999. 
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YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 

SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  BREAKFAST  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 

SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 

@  ©  @  @  © 

SAVORY  &  SWEET  CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 
HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  PUMPKIN  SPICE  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN’S  MENU  AVAILABLE 
FREE  STROLLER  VALET 

@  @  @  @  @ 

ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  A.M.  / 10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  —  THURSDAY  •  8:00  A.M.  / 11:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 

3913  24TH  STREET  (NEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 


THE  BAY  SCHOOL 

OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 


A  NEW  HIGH  SCHOOL  WITH  A 

21st  CENTURY  VISION 


9  Challenging  college  preparatory  curriculum  for  grades  9-12 

*  Comprehensive  athletics  and  extra-curricular  programs 

•  Small  class  sizes,  distinguished  faculty,  diverse  school  community 

*  Tuition  assistance  available 

•  State-of-the-art  campus  located  in  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco 


FALL  2006  ADMISSIONS  OPEN  HOUSES 

Sunday  -  October  1st,  1-3:30  pm  *  Wednesday -October  18th,  7-9  pm 
Sunday -November  12th,  1-3:30  pm  •  Tuesday -December  5th,  7-9  pm 
Sunday -January  7th,  1-3:30  pm 

Join  us  for  a  tour  of  our  outstanding  new  campus  located  in  the  Presidio, 
meet  Bay  School  faculty  and  students,  attend  sample  classes,  and  find 
out  about  our  curriculum,  athletic  program,  and  extra-curricular  activities. 

For  Reservations  £  Information  Call  the  Admission  Office:  415.561.5800 


explore  the  Bay  School  online  at 

www.bayschoolsf.org 


Katherine  Michiels  Elementary  School 


•  K — 5th  Grade 

•  Small  Class  Size 

>  Learning  Differences 
Program 

>Slingerland  Tutoring 

>  Spanish  Language 


Now  Enrolling 
Financial  Aid  Available 


14151 821-1434  ext.  14 
1335  Guerrero  Street 
San  Francisco 
www.kmsofsf.org 


Saint  Philip  the  Apostle  School 


Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


Kindergarten  Open  Fdouse  November  1 5th,  2006 

School  tours  available,  by  appointment,  through 
November  and  December 

A 


neighborhood  school  offering 

•  Small  classes  in  K-8  with  a  low  student-teacher  ratio; 

•  Mobile  technology  laboratories; 

•  Creative  writing; 

•  On  site  reading  &■  behavioral  specialists; 

•  Individualized  lesson  plans  for  special  needs; 

•  A  wide  variety  of  after  school  activities  including 
study  hall,  language,  music,  dance  &-  sports  league. 

•  a.m.  &-  p.m.  extended  care; 

•  Served  by  Muni  bus  24,  35,  and  48 


To  request  information  or  schedule  a  tour, 
please  contact: 

Ms.  Patnzia  Guiotto,  Principal 
665,  Elizabeth  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94114 
(415)  824  8467 


www.saintphilipschool.com 
infot&www.  saintDhiliDschool.com 
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NINA’S 

NUGGETS 


Vicksburg  Street  resident  Nina  Youkelson 
sent  the  Voice  this  vignette,  culled  from  her 
37  years  as  director  of  the  Noe  Valley  Co-op 
Nursery  School  on  Sanchez  Street.  She  says 
she’s  accumulated  lots  of  stories,  and  hopes 
to  contribute  more  in  the  future. 

Sam  and  the  Bead 

By  Nina  Youkelson 

Sam  was  3  years  old,  and  was  hav¬ 
ing  a  hard  time  adjusting  to  nurs¬ 
ery  school.  So  was  his  mother. 

She  stayed  with  him  every  day,  eyeing 
the  other  parents  with  suspicion.  They 
would  never  understand  Sam’s  essential 
being  the  way  she  did.  They  would 
never  be  able  to  forgive  Sam  his  recalci¬ 
trant  fits  and  crying  jags  whenever  she 
even  mentioned  leaving  him  at  school. 
So  she  stayed  with  him. 

It  was  okay  with  me.  I  had  seen 
hundreds  of  mothers  hovering  over  their 
3-year-olds  who  were  having  a  hard 
time  adjusting  to  the  big  world  outside 
their  families. 


One  day,  a  bunch  of  kids  came  to  me 
thrilled  to  tell  me  that  Sam  and  his  mom 
were  in  the  bathroom  and  they  were 
both  crying.  I  realized  that  for  some 
time  1  had  heard  a  thin,  subliminal  wail 
like  an  ambulance  siren  mixed  in  with 
the  ordinary  happy  cacophony  of  a  day 
at  nursery  school. 

The  kids  eagerly 
led  me  to  the  bath¬ 
room,  where  I  beheld 
not  only  Sam  crying 
but  his  mother  as 
well.  On  Sam’s  index 
finger  was  a  large  red 
wooden  bead.  The 
bead  was  about  two  inches  long,  almost 
as  big  as  the  finger.  Only  the  tip  of 
Sam’s  finger  was  visible,  and  it  was 
swollen  and  red,  like  the  bead. 

Sam’s  mother,  through  her  tears,  told 
me  that  Sam  had  put  the  bead  on  his  fin¬ 
ger  and  couldn’t  get  it  off.  She  couldn’t 
get  it  off  either,  she  said,  even  though 
she  had  used  liquid  soap  and  vegetable 
oil,  all  that  was  available  at  the  school. 
They  were  in  the  bathroom  because 
someone  had  suggested  cold  water,  but 
Sam  refused  to  put  his  beaded  finger 
under  the  faucet.  “What  shall  we  do?” 
Sam’s  mother  tearfully  asked  me. 

I  knew  that  a  28-year-old  Sam  was 
not  going  to  sport  the  red  bead  on  his 
finger  as  he  walked  down  the  aisle  on 


his  wedding  day.  So,  holding  up  my 
own  index  finger  in  a  gesture  of  confi¬ 
dent  wisdom,  I  said,  “I’ll  call  the  Fire 
Department!” 

I  made  my  way  past  the  many  kids 
crowding  into  the  bathroom,  and 
marched  to  the  phone.  I  dialed  the  Fire 
Department’s  number,  and  to  my  aston¬ 
ishment  and  delight,  a 
human  being 
answered.  “Fire 
Department,”  he  said. 

“I  don’t  know  if 
you  guys  do  this,”  I 
said,  “but  I  am  the 
director  of  a  nursery 
school,  and  one  of  our  kids  has  a  big 
wooden  bead  stuck  on  his  finger  and  we 
can’t  get  it  off  no  matter  what  we  do 
and  he’s  crying  and  so  is  his  mother.  Do 
you  remove  beads  from  fingers?” 

There  was  a  silence  for  a  few  sec¬ 
onds,  then:  “Where  are  you?”  he  asked. 

I  told  him  and  he  said,  “We’ll  be  right 
there.” 

Two  minutes  later,  two  fire  engines, 
sirens  wailing,  pulled  up.  The  children 
who  were  in  the  yard  were  delirious 
with  joy  to  see  the  trucks,  and  when  six 
firemen  walked  into  the  school  in  full 
regalia,  boots  clanking,  black  coats 
swinging,  fire  hats  on  their  heads,  the 
kids  scrambled  to  follow  them. 

One  of  these  huge  wonderful  crea¬ 


tures  asked  me  loudly,  “Where’s  the  lit¬ 
tle  boy  with  the  bead  on  his  finger?” 

I  led  them  to  the  bathroom,  where 
Sam  and  his  mom  were  still  crying. 

Only  one  fireman  could  fit  in  the  bath¬ 
room,  a  small  space  now  packed  with 
kids  clustered  around  Sam  and  his 
mother. 

“I  have  just  the  thing,”  he  said, 
removing  from  his  enormous  pocket  a 
little  plastic  pillow  filled  with  a  color¬ 
less  liquid.  Pulling  off  a  corner  of  the 
pillow,  he  poured  the  liquid  into  the 
bead  and,  within  seconds,  slipped  the 
bead  off  Sam’s  finger. 

Sam  stopped  crying.  His  mom 
couldn't  stop  saying  “Thank  you!” 

The  beautiful  omnipotent  fireman  and 
his  buddies  then  clanked  their  way  out 
of  the  school,  got  back  in  their  trucks, 
turned  on  the  sirens,  and,  waving  to  all 
the  kids  waving  at  them,  drove  down 
the  street  and  disappeared  around  the 
corner.  ■ 


One  day,  a  bunch  of  kids 
came  to  me  thrilled  to  tell  me 
that  Sam  and  his  mom  were 
in  the  bathroom  and  they 
were  both  crying. 


Live  Oak  School  is  a  CAIS-accredited  independent  K-8  day  school 
in  the  Potrero  Hilt  neighborhood  of  San  Francisco.  Lower  and  middle 
school  tours  for  Fall  2006  admissions  begin  in  October.  Call  to  schedule! 

For  info  +  tour  dates  visit  Live  Oak  on  the  web  at  www.ilveoaksf.org 

1555  Mariposa  Street .  San  Francisco  .  CA  94107  .  T  (415)  861-8840 


once 


Toys,  Crafts,  Creative  Play 

Unique  Gifts  for  the  Holidays 

534-5  24th  Street  ♦  San  Prancisco  ♦  (445)321-1257 
1312  fourth  Street* Berkeley*  (510)S4f-l ?50 
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Saint  Philip  Preschool 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


For  more  information  please  contact: 
Mrs.  Hope  Peterson,  Director 
725,  Diamond  Street 
(415)  282-0141  ext.  230 

Hopepetersonpredir@sbcglobal.net 


PRESCHOOL  £r  PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
A  fun  quality,  developmental  &-  hands-on  Catholic  Preschool 
for  3-5  year  olds  with  an  exceptional  Pre  Kindergarten  Program 
for  ages  4  &-  Young  5’s 


Features:  High/Scope,  and  a  blend  of  Activity-Play-and  Child  Centered 
curricula  for  success  and  independent  learning. 

Daily  Preschool  exploration  6-  learning  centers  include:  Art,  Science  6- 
Cooking,  Writing  &-  Early  Math,  Language  and  additional  centers. 
Spacious  outdoor  play  yard  featuring  sand  and  wood  working  areas. 
Experienced,  credentialed  teaching  staff  with  low  child  to  teacher  ratio. 
Additional  enrichment  programs  are  part  of 
this  Early  Childhood  experience. 

A  must  see,  highly  rated  year-round  program. 


Please  join  us  for 

A  T raditional  Breakfast  With  Santa 
Saturday,  2nd  December,  2006 


The  ‘Rpofn  To  Grow 

is  a  small,  project  based  preschool 

that  seeks  to  recognize  and  nurture  each  child's  individual 
strengths  and  gifts 

We  offer... 

•  A  dedicated  &  diverse  teaching  staff  that  is  experienced,  creative 
and  enthusiastic.  1 :8  ratio  max. 

•  A  safe  and  supportive  environment  that  cultivates  exploration, 
individuality  and  autonomy. 

•  Experiential  and  contextual  learning  opportunities  through  self-expression, 
creative  arts,  literature,  music,  cooking,  gardening,  drama  and  musical 
movement. 

•  Indoor/outdoor  classroom. 

Now  accepting  applications  for  up  to  26  children  ages  2,9  through  5  years 
and  potty  trained.  The  2007-08  program  starts  September  1 . 

Call  for  an  appointment  to  tour  the  facility.  Your  children  are  welcome  and 
encouraged  to  join  you.  For  more  information  about  philosophy,  schedules, 
rates  and  to  view  photos  of  the  school,  visit  our  website. 


tke  room,  to  tfroa 

r  k  iv  s  c  i  f  o  o  l 


3786  Mission  Street  *  SF  *  941 1 0  •  41 5-826-9598  *  www.theroomtogrow.org 
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GET  YOUR  FLU  &  PNEUMONIA  SHOTS  HERE! 

Thursday,  November  9  from  4-7pm 
Saturday,  November  18  from  3-6pm 


Cold 
Flu  Days 

Visit  Pharmaca  Integrative  Pharmacy 
during  Cold  &  Flu  Days  to  learn  how 
to  stay  healthy  and  speed  healing. 


NOVEMBER  4-12 

::  FREE  PRODUCT  SAMPLING 

::  DISCOUNTS  ON  COLD  &  FLU 
PRODUCTS 

: :  ENTER  TO  WIN  GREAT  PRIZES 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

925  Cole  Street  I  41 5.661 .1 21 6 

www.pharmaca.com 


ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 

All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Year-round  enrollment  if  space  available 


Ginger  is  one  of  our  best  teachers. 

At  Children’s  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the 
room  and  inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our 
preschoolers  through  eighth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest 
outdoor  school  spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals 
and  an  enchanting  organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is  project-based,  integrated 
across  academic  disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept  of 
social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


Please  call  for  an  interview  appointment 

180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 
www.addaclevenger.org 

_ _ _ J 


333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 
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SCHOOL 

REPORT 


Kids  and  parents  are  working  hard  to 
make  the  grade — academically,  ar¬ 
tistically,  and  financially — at  three  pub¬ 
lic  schools  in  the  neighborhood.  Here’s 
the  latest  from  parents  and  volunteers  at 
James  Lick,  Alvarado,  and  Fairmount. 

JAMES  LICK 

m  5 1  bSSSSII  liwwrowwi  9MMI  «  m ;  mw8I  g ,  B|j| |  $  H  -  ^  %£■ 

Are  We  Rock  Stars  Yet? 

Blue  Bear  School  of  Music  recently 
sponsored  two  remarkable  field  trips  for 
James  Lick  students.  One  Saturday  in  late 
September,  a  group  of  Richard  Storbeck’s 
music  students  were  transported  by  char¬ 
tered  bus  to  Shoreline  Amphitheater  in 
Mountain  View  for  the  Download  Festi¬ 
val,  an  all-day  concert  featuring  Beck, 
Muse,  the  Yeah  Yeah  Yeahs,  and  many 
other  contemporary  groups. 

On  Oct.  6,  the  entire  school  traveled  to 
Golden  Gate  Park  for  the  opening  day  of 
the  2006  Hardly  Strictly  Bluegrass  Festi¬ 
val.  Both  trips  support  Blue  Bear’s  efforts 
to  acquaint  our  students  with  the  roots, 
history,  and  cultural  significance  of 
American  popular  music.  The  new  music 
program,  less  than  a  year  old,  has  already 
been  featured  on  radio  station  KFOG  and 
on  TV  Channel  7. 

When  James  Lick’s  rock  ensemble 
learned  they  were  invited  to  perform  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Harvest  Festival  only  a 
few  days  before  the  event,  they  immedi¬ 
ately  began  rehearsing  after  school.  But 
the  reality  for  our  young  musicians  was  a 
9:15  a.m.  sound  check  the  next  day,  and 
then  the  challenge  of  gathering  a  trickle 
of  early  shoppers  into  a  real  audience.  At 
10  the  next  morning,  the  kids  were  ready! 

The  band  broke  into  a  thumping 
rhythm  as  lead  singer  Briall  Dang  belted 
out  David  Bowie’s  Rebel,  Rebel:  “You’ve 
got  your  mother  in  a  whirl/She’s  not  sure 
if  you’re  a  boy  or  a  girl...,”  as  her  own 
proud  mom  and  prouder  grandpa — and  a 
growing  crowd — looked  on  approvingly. 

Girls  Explore  Careers  in 
Science  and  Math 

A  group  of  girls  from  James  Lick  will 
attend  the  Expanding  Your  Horizons  in 
Science  and  Mathematics  conference  at 
San  Francisco  State  University  on  Nov. 
4.  The  all-day  conference  is  designed  to 
nurture  girls’  interest  in  science  and  math 
courses  and  to  encourage  them  to  con¬ 
sider  career  options  such  as  engineering, 
computer  science,  and  physical  science. 
The  girls  will  participate  in  fun  and  chal¬ 
lenging  hands-on  activities  led  by  women 
mathematicians,  scientists,  and  engineers 
who  live  and  work  in  their  own  commu¬ 
nity.  The  girls  will  take  home  T-shirts  and 
other  souvenirs  to  remind  them  that 
studying  math  and  science  can  be  fun,  and 
that  it  is  important  for  them  to  study  as 
much  math  as  possible  in  high  school.  For 
more  information,  visit  www. expanding 
yourhorizons.org. 

Improv  Group  Headlines 
After-School  Benefit 

On  Friday,  Nov.  17,  a  family-appro¬ 
priate  evening  of  improvisational  enter¬ 
tainment  will  be  presented  by  5  Speed 
Overdrive,  an  improv  group  featuring 
Joel  Micucci  and  friends. 

Proceeds  will  benefit  the  school’s  af¬ 
ter-school  program.  Beyond  the  Bell, 
where  Micucci  teaches  improv  and  acting 
skills.  Doors  open  at  6:40  p.m.;  the  fun 
happens  from  7  to  S  p.m.  in  our  beautiful 
auditorium.  Sliding-scale  admission;  flat 
fee  for  families. 


Your  donation  enables  us  to  provide 
five  days  a  week  of  free  academic  support 
and  enrichment  activities  for  James  Lick 
students.  Students  from  Beyond  the  Bell 
will  showcase  the  skills  they've  learned 
in  their  first  eight-week  session  for  fifth- 
graders  at  nearby  elementary  schools  on 
Nov.  9. 

Merchant  Alliance  Rekindled 

This  month,  after  we  elect  a  new  stu¬ 
dent  council,  we  will  resume  our  outreach 
to  the  local  community  through  the  James 
Lick  Merchants  and  Community  Al¬ 
liance.  We'll  invite  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  our  neighbors,  and  local  mer¬ 
chants  to  attend  monthly  meetings  with 
our  student  council  representatives  to  dis¬ 
cuss  school  issues  and  their  impact  on  the 
community.  Contact  Beyond  the  Bell 
program  director  Lina  Hancock,  or  watch 
this  space,  for  more  information. 

Thank  You,  Hands  On 

Hands  On  Bay  Area  Volunteers  helped 
us  spruce  up  the  schoolyard  and  replant 
the  tubs  in  front  of  the  school  last  month. 
PTSA  member  Jewli  Judd,  who  coordi¬ 
nated  the  cleanup,  says  we  still  need  to 
sand  and  paint  the  lower  playground 
benches,  but  we  don’t  have  the  right 
sunders  for  the  job.  Jewli  has  added  that 
item  to  our  wish  list! 

Our  Boys’  Baseball  Team  had  a  great 
team  this  year,  finishing  their  season  in 
fourth  place  competing  against  some 
tough  teams,  with  a  record  of  four  wins, 
three  losses,  and  one  tie.  Congratulations 
to  the  kids  and  their  coaches,  Steve 
Johnides  and  Tom  Kroner. 

Principal’s  Chat  and  This  and  That 

Join  us  for  coffee  and  the  next  chat  with 
Principal  Carmelo  Sgarlato  on  Friday, 
Nov.  17,  at  8:30  a.m. 

Our  Open  House  in  mid-October  was 
attended  by  more  than  50  prospective 
families  who  expressed  interest  in  send¬ 
ing  their  kids  to  Lick.  School  tours  con¬ 
tinue  every  Thursday  morning  from  9  to 
10  a.m.  through  Dec.  14.  Drop  in:  no 
reservations  are  necessary. 

The  SFUSD  Public  School  Enroll¬ 
ment  Fair  will  take  place  Saturday,  Nov. 
18:  Come  to  the  Bill  Graham  Civic  Au¬ 
ditorium  and  meet  representatives  from 
every  public  school  in  the  city.  For  addi¬ 
tional  advice  on  selecting  a  school,  con¬ 
tact  Parents  for  Public  Schools,  415-468- 
7077,  or  www.ppssf.org. 

Saturday  Parking  in  December 

For  a  modest  donation,  you  can  park  in 
our  lot  while  you  shop  in  Noe  Valley — 
and  support  our  programs  at  the  same 
time! 

— Sue  C attache 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 

Gene  Barresi,  Principal 

625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 

415-695-5695 

www.alvaradoschool.net 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  Principal 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675 

School  Web  Site:  http://www. 

geocities.com/  jameslickptsa/ 
PTSA  Yahoo  Group  Web  Site: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/ 
group/JamesLick/ 


ALVARADO 

Kicking  It  at  the  First  Annual  Soccer 
Tournament 

The  crowds  went  wild  at  the  First  An¬ 
nual  Alvarado  Soccer  Tournament  and 
Picnic  held  in  Dolores  Park  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  15.  The  many  who  attended  were 
able  to  witness  soccer’s  future  stars  in  ac¬ 
tion.  There  were  many  great  offensive 
and  defensive  plays  as  Alvarado  students 
played  side-by-side  with  their  families  for 
the  title  of  Happiest  Soccer  Team  in  San 
Francisco.  The  potluck  picnic,  in  typical 
Alvarado  fashion,  was  well  supplied  with 
delicious  food  from  the  many  diverse  cul¬ 
tures  represented  by  Alvarado  families. 

More  After-School  Fun  and 
Education 

The  fall  semester  of  afternoon  enrich¬ 
ment  classes  began  in  mid-October.  The 
PTA  sponsors  a  wide  range  of  classes 
guaranteed  to  interest  everyone,  includ¬ 
ing  drama,  clay  modeling,  knitting,  chess, 
gardening,  yoga,  painting,  and  Poco  Loco 
drumming. 

The  fall  classes  take  place  after  school, 
one  afternoon  each  week,  until  Thanks¬ 
giving  break.  Many  of  the  enrichment 
classes  will  perform  at  Alvarado’s  Win¬ 
ter  Fair  in  early  December.  Many  thanks 
to  the  PTA  members  who  volunteered  to 
organize  and  teach!  Their  hard  work 
makes  these  classes  possible. 

PTA  Meetings  Hardly  Dull 

Last  month’s  PTA  meeting  focused  on 
the  importance  of  art  in  education  and  the 
various  art  programs  at  Alvarado.  Atten¬ 
dees  viewed  a  short  film  documentary  on 
artist  Ruth  Asawa’s  achievements  and  ac¬ 
tivism.  Asawa  has  a  special  place  at  Al¬ 
varado  since  she  co-founded  the  Al¬ 
varado  Arts  Workshop  back  in  1968, 
when  she  was  an  Alvarado  parent.  Her 
son  Paul  Lanier  later  returned  to  Alvarado 
to  teach  ceramics  for  many  years. 

The  current  art  program  includes  ce¬ 
ramics,  music,  visual  arts,  theater,  and 
dance,  and  all  five  of  the  art  teachers  were 
introduced  at  the  PTA  meeting.  As  a  spe¬ 
cial  bonus,  Genevieve  Feeley,  the  dance 
instructor,  gave  the  crowd  a  sample  of  her 
dancing  abilities  and  then  enticed  a  large 
portion  of  those  in  attendance  to  take  an 
impromptu  salsa  lesson.  The  cafeteria 
was  rocking! 

The  next  PTA  meeting,  on  Nov.  7,  will 
be  Middle  School  Night.  Representa¬ 
tives  from  many  of  San  Francisco’s  mid¬ 
dle  schools  will  be  in  attendance.  This  is 
a  must-attend  meeting  for  everyone  look¬ 
ing  to  place  their  child  in  middle  school 
within  the  next  year  or  two. 

La  Fiesta  del  Dia  de  los  Muertos 

Alvarado  typically  celebrates  the  Day 
of  the  Dead  by  creating  an  Altar  of  the 
Dead  on  the  gymnasium  stage.  The  entire 
stage  is  decked  out  in  the  traditional  Mex¬ 
ican  fashion,  and  the  result  is  impressive! 
Everyone  is  welcome  to  stop  by  and  ad¬ 
mire  all  the  handiwork  by  the  students 
and  teachers. 

If  I  Had  a  Hammer 

Alvarado’s  annual  Work  Day  is  just 
around  the  corner  on  Saturday,  Nov.  4. 
There  is  plenty  to  do  this  year  as  a  result 
of  Alvarado's  recent  construction  project. 
There  are  many  carpentry  and  painting 
projects  to  complete,  as  well  as  garden¬ 
ing  projects.  Your  help  is  needed  (and  ap¬ 
preciated).  even  if  you  can  only  come  for 
a  couple  of  hours. 

Doors  will  open  at  9  a.m.,  and  we  will 
be  busy  until  4  p.m.  Child  care  will  be 
provided  for  school-aged  children  on  the 
school’s  upper  play  yard.  Breakfast  and 
lunch  will  also  be  provided. 

Please  bring  your  tools,  ladders,  and 
shop  vacs,  especially  if  you  are  handy 


with  a  hammer.  You  can  find  the  signup 
sheet  in  the  main  hall,  close  to  the  office. 
See  you  then! 

— Dun  Willhite 

FAIRMOUNT 

Fairmount  Harvests  Happy  Kids 

Warm  weather  with  sunny  skies 
greeted  Fairmount’s  inaugural  Harvest 
Festival  on  Saturday,  Oct.  21.  School 
families  gathered  for  a  day  filled  with 
games,  including  the  renowned  obstacle 
course,  and  a  multicultural  feast  featuring 
homemade  papusas  prepared  by  parent 
Flor  Escobar. 

In  addition  to  parading  through  an  old- 
fashioned  cakewalk,  festival  goers  pur¬ 
chased  keys,  one  of  which  would  unlock 
a  secret  gourd.  The  lucky  person  with  the 
key  to  the  gourd  received  a  weekend  get¬ 
away  at  a  Russian  River  resort.  A  “Hairy 
Spray”  booth  was  a  particular  favorite  of 
the  kids,  resulting  in  wildly  streaked  chil¬ 
dren  cavorting  about  the  school  grounds. 

A  highlight  of  the  day  was  a  tour  of 
Fairmount’s  organic  garden,  lovingly 
tended  by  students  under  the  direction  of 
parent  Katie  Simmons. 

The  festival  and  fall  raffle,  sponsored 
by  the  PTA,  raised  over  $1 1,000  to  sup¬ 
port  student  after-school  programming 
and  projects  such  as  ballroom  dancing  for 
fourth-  and  fifth-grade  students. 

Library  Use  Keeps  Going  Up 

Fairmount  students  are  hitting  the  li¬ 
brary  using  a  "Letters  of  the  Week”  ap¬ 
proach.  Each  week,  they  are  allowed  to 
check  out  books  whose  authors'  last 
names  begin  with  certain  letters  of  the  al¬ 
phabet.  This  will  encourage  the  kids  to 
check  out  different  books,  as  well  as  help 
them  get  to  know  the  library  better.  The 
students  will  be  using  about  three  letters 
a  week  until  they  roll  through  the  entire 
alphabet. 

All  the  classes  are  being  read  the  pic¬ 
ture-book  selections  for  the  California 
Young  Reader  Medal.  The  students  will 
vote  for  their  favorite  book,  and  the  votes 
will  be  submitted  as  a  school  vote.  Go  to 
www.californiayoungreadermeclal.org  for 
more  information.  The  students  are  also 
beginning  a  book  club,  where  they’ll  read 
and  discuss  the  selections  for  grades  3  to  5. 

Also,  on  Nov.  3,  Fairmount  will  hold 
its  first  literacy  night.  The  special  guest 
speaker  will  be  noted  children's  author 
Jorge  Argueta  (A  Movie  in  My  Pillow). 

Short  Takes 

Fairmount  parents  have  been  working 
a  new  web  site.  Look  for  the  newly  de¬ 
signed  site  with  new  content  and  features 
opening  soon.  It’s  at  www.windesheim 
desigii.com/fdirmount/index2.html. 

You  are  welcome  to  visit  Fairmount 
every  Tuesday  morning.  Call  the  school 
to  reserve  a  space  (695-5669)  or  drop  in 
to  check  out  what’s  going  on  in  our  Span- 
ish-immersion  and  English  language 
classrooms. 

Save  the  date:  El  Rio  Night  is  coming 
up  on  Thursday,  Nov.  16.  5:30  to  9  p.m. 
This  annual  salsa  party,  at  El  Rio  bar  on 
Mission  Street,  raises  money  that  will  en¬ 
able  the  fourth-  and  fifth-grade  classes  to 
take  an  environmental  trip  to  Westminster 
Woods.  All  are  welcome  to  come  and  en¬ 
joy  a  great  night  out  with  Fairmount’s 
teachers  and  parents. 

— Tom  Ruiz 
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NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


Featuring  the  largest 
selection  of  dog  collars 
in  San  Francisco. 


CHECK-OUT  OUR  LOW  FOOD  PRICES! 


1451  Church  Street 
San  Francisco 

phone:  41 5  282  7385 
www.noevalleypet.com 


San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

600  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 

will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 

•  24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 

•  Complete  ICU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 

•  Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 

•  Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 


Daytime  Specialty  hours 
8  a.m.-6  p.m. 

Nighttime  Emergency  hours 
6  p.m.  -  8  a.m. 

Seven  Days  a  Week! 
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MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


This  month's  selection  of  new  library  books  features  an  early  memoir  by  Illinois  Sena¬ 
tor  Barack  Obama  and  a  guide  to  self-actualization  by  Kermit  the  Frog.  If  you  want  to 
find  out  whether  either  book  is  currently  available,  go  to  your  nearest  branch  or  visit 
the  San  Francisco  Library  online  at  www.sfpl.oi’’.  (Be  prepared  to  put  your  name  on  the  wait¬ 
ing  list — these  books  are  popular!)  Meanwhile,  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  at  451 
Jersey  Street  remains  closed  for  seismic  renovation.  For  information,  call  557-4353. 


LIBRARY  SELECTIONS 


Children’s  Fiction 

■  Eric  Carl’s  vibrant  collages  energize  the 
story  of  10  Little  Rubber  Ducks,  adrift  at 
sea,  who  bob  in  different  directions  and 
meet  diverse  creatures.  Ayes  3  to  6. 

■  Say  Hi!  Fly  Guy  to  a  clever  fly  who 
proves  he  is  eligible  to  enter  a  pet  show. 

Tedd  Arnold  won  a  Geisel  Honor  for  this 
beginning  reader.  Ayes  5  to  7. 

■  Julia  Alvarez  draws  on  her  Dominican 
Republic  heritage  to  weave  a  tale  of  family 
and  hardship  in  a  new  land,  in  A  Gift  of 
Gracias:  The  Legend  of  Altagracia.  Beatriz 
Vidal’s  detailed  gouache  paintings  illustrate 
this  enchanting  legend.  Ayes  5  to  8. 

■  The  girl  who  comes  in  through  the 
skylight  may  or  may  not  be  a  real  angel,  but 
she  definitely  likes  to  be  involved  in  the 
twins’  activities — sometimes  with  chaotic 
results — in  The  Girl  with  the  Broken  Wing 
by  Heather  Dyer,  illustrated  by  Peter  Bailey. 
Ages  8  to  10.  (Recommended  by  Noe  Valley 
branch  librarian  Carol  Small.) 

■  In  The  Ruins  of  Gorlan.  Will  hopes  to 
train  as  a  knight,  but  on  Choosing  Day  he  is 
apprenticed  to  a  mysterious  Ranger,  who 
employs  woodcraft  and  stealth  to  protect  the 
kingdom.  First  in  a  new  fantasy  series  by  an 
Australian  writer,  John  Flanagan.  Ayes  9  to 
12.  (Recommended  by  librarian  Sharon 
Dezurick  at  the  Glen  Park  Branch.) 

Children’s  Non-Fiction 

■  Donna  M.  Jackson  takes  you  behind  the 
scenes  into  one  of  the  country’s  leading 
veterinary  hospitals,  in  E.R.  Vets:  Life  in  an 
Animal  Emergency  Room.  Numerous  color 
photographs  show  the  doctors,  vet  techs,  and 
grief  counselors,  and  the  patients  and  people 
they  help.  Ayes  10  to  14. 

— Children's  annotations  by  Pam  Ow. 
Children’s  Librarian  at  the  Eureka 
Valley-Harvey  Milk  Library,  with  help  from 
librarians  Carol  Small  and  Sharon  Dezurick 

Adult  Fiction 

■  Mitch  Albom,  best-selling  author  of  The 
Five  People  You  Meet  in  Heaven,  addresses 
the  idea  of  second  chances  in  life  in  his 
latest  book.  For  One  More  Day. 

■  Moral  Disorder,  Margaret  Atwood’s  novel 
told  in  short  stories,  chronicles  60  years  in 
the  lives  of  a  troubled  Canadian  family. 

■  Paint  It  Black  is  the  second  novel  by 
Janet  Fitch  (White  Oleander )  about  the 
harmful  effects  of  a  difficult  narcissistic 
mother  on  an  only  child. 


r““ 


Adult  Non-Fiction 

■  Kermit  the  Frog  shares  the  wisdom  he’s 
acquired  over  the  past  50  years  in  Before 
You  Leap:  A  Frog's  Eye  View  of  Life's 
Greatest  Lessons. 

■  State  of  Denial,  the  third  in  journalist  Bob 
Woodward's  in-depth  series  on  the  Bush 
White  House,  focuses  on  the  war  in  Iraq. 

■  Cary  J.  Griffith  contrasts  two  stories  of 
danger  and  survival  in  the  northern 
Minnesota  woods  in  Lost  in  the  Wild. 

■  Dreams  from  My  Father:  A  Story  of  Race 
and  Inheritance  is  Illinois  Senator  Barack 
Obama’s  first  book  exploring  his  identity  as 
the  son  of  a  white  American  mother  and  a 
black  African  father. 

■  A  Good  Dog:  The  Story  of  Orson,  Who 
Changed  My  Life,  by  Jon  Katz,  tells  the  tale 
of  a  hyperactive  border  collie  who  brought 
the  author  back  in  touch  with  nature. 

— Adult  annotations  by  Karol  Barske  and 
Sally  Smith  of  the  Voice  staff 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Tea  and  Sandwiches 

■  On  Tuesday,  Nov.  28,  author  Michelle  Tea 
will  host  an  evening  of  literary  conversation 
with  special  guests  Melody  Allegra  Berger, 
editor  of  the  teen  zine  The  F-Word.  and  Sara 
Steinberg,  a  Boston-based  writer  and  artist. 
The  event  will  be  held  at  the  Eureka  Valley 
Library,  at  I  Jose  Sarria  Court  ( 16th  near 
Market),  from  7  to  8:30  p.m  Tea  sandwiches 
will  be  provided. 

Lapsits,  Story  Time,  and  More 

■  Come  enjoy  stories,  songs,  and  fingerplays 
with  your  baby  or  toddler,  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Library's  Tuesday  lapsits,  held  at  10:15  a.m. 
on  Nov.  14,  21 ,  and  28,  at  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church,  1268  Sanchez  Street 
(corner  of  Clipper).  Bethany  will  also  host 
preschool  story  time  on  the  same  dates  in 
November  but  starting  at  1 1  a.m.  This  is  the 
read-aloud  program  for  children  ages  3  to  5. 

■  During  November,  the  Mission,  Glen 
Park,  Bernal  Heights,  and  Eureka  Valley 
branches  also  offer  story  times  and  lapsits, 
plus  a  variety  of  reading,  art,  music,  and 
lecture  programs.  For  a  complete  schedule 
of  San  Francisco  Public  Library  events,  for 
children  and  adults,  go  to  www.sfpl.org. 

■  As  usual,  the  Noe  Valley  Bookmobile  will 
be  parked  at  665  Elizabeth  Street  near 
Diamond  Street  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays  from  10:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 


■  Soft  highlights  Bold  lowlights 
’  Japanese  Thermal 

Reconditioning  Straighte 

■  Curly  hair  experts  available 

Color  or  Straighten* 

for  new  clients  only 


Two  locations 
to  serve  you 

1 599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656  | 
and 

| 

21 1  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703  j 

Open  7  Days  \ 

www.hairplay.com 
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1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 

415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 
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Noe  Valley  Thriller 
Candy  from  Strangers 

A  book  from  a  nationally  known  author  in  a 
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"[A]  gripping  ...  hard-boiled  exploit...  Riordan's  street  smarts  and 
witty  asides  will  make  him  a  familiar— and  welcome— figure  to  fans 
of  Robert  Parker's  Boston  PI,  Spenser."  —Publishers  Weekly 

"This  third  outing  for  ...  Riordan  proves  him  a  worthy  successor  to 
the  iconic  Sam  Spade...  [A]  volume  that  fits  comfortably  alongside 
those  of  Hammett  and  Chandler.  Heartily  recommended." 

—Library  Journal 

"A  mystery  that  puts  on  paper  the  problems  modern  society  has 
with  a  need  for  instant  gratification  and  a  social  structure  more 
and  more  based  on  computer  screens  and  keyboards.  Coggins 
makes  human  and  real  what  is  to  many  just  a  story  in  the  news. 

And  he  does  it  with  humor,  skill  and  depth."  —Crimespree  Magazine 

"I've  been  waiting  a  long  time  for  a  fresh  look  at  the  private  eye 
story.  Mark  Coggins  has  delivered  it  here  ...  It's  original,  it's  smart 
and  it  was  good  to  the  last  page."  —Michael  Connelly 

' _  visit  the  author  at  www.markcoggins.com 


Signing  Saturday,  November  25,  1  pm  at  the  SF  Mystery  El 

Bookstore,  4175  24th  Street,  415-282-7444. 

BLCAK  HOUSE  ROOKS 
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SF  Hauling 

DEBRIS  REMOVAL  OF  ALL  KINDS  ** 
Dirt/Concrete  Removal 
Excavation/Demolition 
Residential/Commercial 
Basement/Garage/Yard  Clean-Up 
Competitive  Rates/Quality  Work 
Environmentally  Conscious 
Locally  Owned  and  Operated 
Insured/Friendly  Service 

sf_hauling@yahoo.com 
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f  AMES  LOCKSMITH  If 
cL  &  SECURITY  INC.  3 

^  3977  24th  Street 

f 
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San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial  “if 
Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  Hr.  Service 
Mobile  Service 

$>  (415)  282-7919  o 

<93  <0=>  '93 


! 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

415.282.5406 


North  Cal 
Roofing 
&  Siding 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  #757164 


PaRadigm 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


PLEASE  NOTE 

Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals  and 
companies  not  licensed  by 
the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


nIAaICY  BOWS 


Color  Consulting  &  Design 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Expert  Painting 

415-864-7400 

nancyburnscolor.com 
licensed  and  insured 


NOE  VALLEY 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  1 0  Years 
REASONABLE  PRICES  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident) 
at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

Stale  License  626953 


1 

j 

1 

Jorge  Meraz-Baca  •  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 

Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 
Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 
Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


Qardens 

Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space. 

Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods. 

lie.  #651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282-1612 


% 


ROBERT’S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

'NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL' 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


£ 


n 

tndow  Cleaning) 

nm 


y  y  24  YEARS  NOE  VALLEY 

Barry  Solomon  415  641.5224 


A  FULL 
SERVILE 
COMPAN  V 
Lie  n  2 18804 


^.V  C.0 H EiV  IHC 

PLUMBING  SINCE 

m 

ww-w.brightplumbing.com 


MAJOR 

CREDIT 

CARDS 

ACCEPTED 


(415)671-1500 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


LOU'S  EXPRESS  CO. 
Cleanup  &  Hauling 

Basement,  Garages,  Attics,  Etc. 
Trash,  Junk,  Garbage 
Appliances,  Stoves, 

Carpet  Removal  Services, 
Carpet  padding  &  Nailstrips 

Call  Lou  415-225-4637 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  *  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 


Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


Complete  kitchen  and 
bathroom  remodeling, 
interior  and  exterior 
painting,  plumbing, 
electrical,  tiling,  drywall, 
stairs,  windows,  doors, 
decks  and  fences. 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION, INC 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


ROOF  LEAKS? 

WATER  DAMAGE? 


GUTTERS, 
SIDING)^  x, 
WINDOWS’, ! 
DOORS? 


For  a  complete 
inspection 
call:  The 
Robert  Gill  Co. 
Toll  free  -24/7 


A  San  Francisco 
service  since 
1974 
CA  General 
Contractor  Lie. 
#  302079 


877-904-2581 


J0H  P0QO 

Reliable,  Punctual,  Experienced 

HANDYMAN 


>  window  repairs 

•  lock  replacement 

•  electrical  problems 

•  leaky  faucets  &  toilets 


■  light  fixtures 
>  furniture  assembly 

•  hot  water  heaters 

•  PET  LOVER 


Call  me  (650)  303-8171 


Yoel's 

Haultng 

•  Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  821-3752 


We  truly  have 
the  client  at  heart! 


CA  Lie.  #  833578 
Member 

Better  Business  Bureau 
and  P.D.C.A. 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 


Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 


Tlfef 


3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


LANDSCAPE 
CONTRACTOR 

Experienced,  Licensed 
Decks,  Fences,  Patios, 
Lawns,  Planting,  Irrigation, 
Lighting,  Maintenance. 

CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE! 

CAFFREY  LANDSCAPES  •  415-279-8469 


E  A  Electric 

Electric  Contracting  services 

Lighting  Consultation  Available 

Lie.  #593027 

(415)  457-0432  •  902-4046 

E  A  Electric  is  an  active  supporter  of 
Bay  Area  Non-Violent  Communication 

See  www.cnvc.org 


HOME  REPAIRS 

FAST  RESPONSE  •  START  TO  FINISH 

HOUSE  CALLS  •  VICTORIAN  SPECIALIST 
WALLS  •  DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS 
PLASTER  SHEETROCK  •  PREP  &  PAINT 
TILING  •  FINISH  PLUMB  &  ELECTRICAL 

-  BY  OLIVIER  - 

TEL:  415-786-4534  •  FAX:  650-355-8370 


_ 
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ALM#ST  INSTANT  INTGRWRS 

Relax  in  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(41S)  824-4440  zing@mindspring.com 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 

4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


SUSAN  FRANKEL,  MFT 

Psychotherapy  A  Life  Coaching 

Specializing  in  adolescents,  couples 
and  parenting  throughout  the  life 
cycle.  Developmental  ly  appropriate 
parenting  consultations. 

“Practical  Solutions  for  Everyday  Life" 

415  282-5242  MFC23930 


Jody  Reiss,  LCSW 

Pyschotherapy 

A  safe  place  to  talk  about 
life  transition,  relationship  turmoil, 
emotional  upheaval,  existential  crisis, 
...or  simple,  everyday  concerns. 

415.401.9482 

LCS  15289 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


d  Serving 

x  the  Ba y  Area 

^Gourmet 

A  Vegetarian  Pfersonal  chef  Service 

Using  local  seasonal  organic  ing-edients, 
CherDeb  Janes  will  cook  in  go ur  kitchen 
robustly  flavorful  vegetarian  meals,  leaving 
them  packaged  for  your  convenience. 

J\0-J&5-\063  •  wv^.^rrJengpurmetcJTef.corn 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events 

1199  Sanchez  Street 
(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


ROBERTSON  Richard 

DESIGN  Robertson 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 

phone  415.596.7346 
fax  415.647.1389 

sales@designbyrobertson.com 
www.designbyrobertson.com 


piatkftrrh 

fiattsfrurtion 

a  full  service  construction  company 
“We  love  what  we  do-and  it  shows.” 

Jim  Blackford 

(415)  437-0850 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICE 


DEREK 
ROCK 

ELECTRICAL  - 
RESIDENTIAL 
L1C. #805003 

No  Job  Too  Small  •  Free  Estimate 

Tel.  (415)  490-7475 


ELEC1 
SERVI 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


grassroots 

^  interior  design  studio 

space  planning 
color 
lighting 
furniture 

window  coverings 
bathrooms  and  kitchens 
drafting 

san  francisco  tel/fax  (4 1 5)  242-6 1 98 


rom  your  «-*  < 


Rosen  Method  Movement 

l\loe  Valley  Ministry 
Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 

Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 

http://home.earthlink.net/-tgrosen/rosenhome.html 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


M^Donneil 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


DESIGNS  l»  WENDY  l .  MILIEU 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


-  §  <  ■ 


STARLIGHT  ♦  STAR  BRIGHT 
DONATE  YOUR  CAR  TONIGHT 
888-942-WISH 

All  Donations  Benefit  Kids  of 
Cops  Killed  on  Duty 


Ducks  In  i\  “Row 

Professional  Organizing 


Get  Your  Ducks  In  A  Row! 

Organizing  your  home  can  be  easy.. 

www.theducksinarow.com 

415.971.3302 

*Free  Consultations 


HappyGrout 

Grout  “Beautifully”  Restored 
Franco  R.  Lucchesi 

Grout  &  Caulk  Restoration 
Change  Grout  Color  &  Seal 
Expert  Tile  Cleaning  /  Repair 
Bathrooms,  Kitchens,  Floors 
Residential  &  Commercial 
All  Work  Guaranteed! 

415-806-2746 
www.HappyGrout.com 
franco@HappyGrout.com 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 

75  Minutes 
$70 


For  More  Info 
415.845.0678 


Piano  Lessons 

Children  or  Adults 
Your  Home  or  My  Studio 

David  Manley 

(415)  641-1106 
dmanley@speakeasy.net 
http://www.speakeasy.org/--dmanley 


PURPLE  IRIS 

Jill  A.  Sweringen  L.Ac 
Barb  Schoeffel  MFT 

Acupuncture,  Physical  Therapy 
Shiatsu,  Holistic  Healing 

1404  Church  St.  @  26th 
415-642-7442  purpleiris.net 


Rick  Collins 

Macintosh  Help 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring 
Tune -Ups /Upgrades 
macseruicer.com 

(415) 821-1792 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 
Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,  ADTR  •  LCS  15026 


GRACE  M.  SANTANA 
PLUMBING  CONTRACTOR 
LIC.  #525396  graceh20@earthlink.net 

Mobile: 

(415)  350-6574 
Office: 

(415)  641-4740 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


Alycia  Freeman 


415-726-0156 

atfix@pacbell.net 

www.fixredesign.com 
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Redecorations  and  Repairs — Tap  into  a  low-cost 
service  with  long-term  practice  in  short-notice  re¬ 
sponse  to  those  unfinished  jobs  in  your  residence 
that  the  contractors  (or  your  partner)  don't  seem  to 
want  to  touch  in  time.  Seamless  plaster/sheetrock 
work,  paint  prep/matching,  along  with  the  full  com¬ 
plement  of  handyman  repair  skills,  can  be  made 
available  to  you  after  an  immediate  free  walk¬ 
through.  All  work  is  done  on  a  time-and-expenses 
basis  with  repeat  business  references.  Call  for  im¬ 
mediate  attention.  415-786-4534. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable  ad¬ 
vice.  Business,  academic,  tape  and  CD  transcrip¬ 
tion,  legal:  resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing. 
Fax  machine.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat,  cho¬ 
lesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  certifi¬ 
cates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane.  4 1 5- 
826-2 133:  www.pealaiisine.com. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modern  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery,  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris.  415-587-3416. 

Affordable,  Experienced  Therapist.  1  have  1 8 
years  broad  experience.  Interactive,  intelligent, 
playful,  direct  style.  Adults. couples. children,  fam¬ 
ilies.  LGBTQ.  Castro  at  24th  Street.  Carla  Durkin. 
415-255-6394. 

Dailv/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it  s  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV.  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pels,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433  or  (cell)  41 5-2 1 5-26 1 7. 

Somatic  (Body-Oriented)  Counseling.  Have  you 
done  a  lot  of  work  on  yourself  but  still  find  it  hard 
to  do  things  differently?  This  experiential  work, 
based  in  mindfulness,  has  the  potential  to  actualize 
the  changes  you  want!  Call  Denise,  certified  Hako- 
mi  therapist.  415-641-9633. 

Handyman — 756-9896.  Basic  electrical,  building 
maintenance,  carpentry,  custom  cabinetry  and 
woodwork,  decks,  doors,  dry-rot  damage,  fences, 
garbage  disposals,  locks,  molding,  painting,  plumb¬ 
ing.  sheetrock.  siding,  stairs,  tile,  toilets. 

Adriano’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning:  We  love  clean¬ 
ing  your  patio,  garage,  home,  building,  storage  area, 
and  more.  Need  to  make  space  in  your  garage  or 
storage  area?  We  will  organize  it  for  you!  Free  es¬ 
timates.  eight  years  of  service  in  the  Noe  Valley 
area.  Call  Adriano.  415-990-4062. 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 


40#  a  word! 


The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  the  month 
Write  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021  Sanchez 
Street,  San  Francisco.  CA  94114. 


CLASS  ADS 


Opals.  Rough  and  Cut  Stones.  Call  Michael.  415- 
826-1158. 

Spanish  Teacher/Tutor.  Experienced  teacher,  over 
1 4  years  teaching  Spanish  language  and  culture.  El¬ 
ementary  through  high  school.  All  levels.  Very  rea¬ 
sonable  rates.  Call  415-401-8352.  Sra.  Navas. 

Integral  Yoga  Workshops  and  Course  Classes. 

We  have  numerous  workshops  and  course  classes 
covering  topics  such  as  stress  management,  medi¬ 
tation.  yoga  philosophy,  pranayama.  Hatha  Yoga, 
relaxation,  and  laughing  meditation.  $11  to  $15  for 
workshops.  $44  to  $66  for  course  classes.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute.  770  Dolores  Street.  821-1117. 

Vacation  Room  Rental — Upper  Noe  Valley. 

Clean,  safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family. 
Sue.  4 1 5-82 1  -4890.  or  emarsh5  IOS@aol.com. 

Massage/Therapeutic  Bodywork — Healing,  bal¬ 
ancing.  relaxing.  Zen  shiatsu,  pregnancy  shiatsu. 
craniosacral  therapy.  Reiki.  Here  in  Noe  Valley.  Six¬ 
ty  minutes  for  $65:  90  minutes  for  $90.  Tifphanie 
Turner.  CMT.  415-205-53.36.  Receive  $10  off  first 
session  with  this  ad. 


Your  Trees  Are  Part  of  Your  Investment  and  part 
of  your  habitat.  They  deserve  expert,  quality  care. 
Beautiful  work  and  personal  tree  service  by  an  ISA- 
certified  arborist.  Free  estimates.  Licensed  and  in¬ 
sured.  Call  Martin  Amest  at  415-882-1109.  Cali¬ 
fornia  license  #829012. 

Conversations  w  ith  Art.  Bring  a  special  object,  an 
art  piece,  and/or  a  question,  or  just  bring  yourself. 
Third  Thursdays.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  821-3456. 

IHSS  Care  Giver  needed  by  European  fibro¬ 
myalgia  sufferer.  Ray.  415-970-0770. 

Home  Business  Opportunity.  High  cost  of  living 
in  the  Bay  Area  getting  to  you?  www.income-atlvi- 
sars.com. 

Transpersonal  Psychotherapist  for  individuals 
and  couples.  Holistic  orientation  utilizing  Eastern 
and  Western  influences.  Explore  relationships,  self¬ 
esteem.  creativity,  and  spirituality.  Noe  Valley. 
Dean  Abramson.  L.M.F.T..  415-267-4848. 

Tax  Preparation  and  planning,  specializing  in  self- 
employed  individuals.  Enrolled  agent  licensed  to 
represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Ten  percent  dis¬ 
count  on  2005  tax  return  with  this  ad.  4 1 5-695- 1819. 
Gretchen  Beck.  E.A. 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I'm  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.A.  in  Creative  Writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR,  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  stories, 
etc.  415-867-1582  or  ojboter@mimisprinx.com. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time’s  better 
spent !  www.mysnulxbiitlclv.org.  Jane  Radcliffe,  415- 
586-4577. 


Repairs  with  a  Woman’s  Touch.  Handywoman 
Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and  outside  problems 
you  aren't  getting  to  and  wish  you  could.  Get  reli¬ 
able.  friendly,  and  creative  help  now.  Picture-hang¬ 
ing,  window  repairs,  lock  replacement,  door  ad¬ 
justments,  furniture  assembly,  baby-proofing,  minor 
plumbing,  and  electrical.  Call  Julie  Panger.  Repairs 
with  a  Woman's  Touch,  415-517-4013. 

ZeZe  Housecleaning.  Housecleaning  and  organiz¬ 
ing  services.  Great  references  and  professional 
work.  Responsibility  and  dedication  you  can  see. 
Call  us  for  a  free  estimate.  ZeZe:  650-243-181 1  cell: 
650-758-4871  home;  e-mail  :ez eparreira@hot- 
maii.com. 

Living  Tai  Chi  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation,  Qigong. 
Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive.  Monday 
and  Tuesday.  6  p.m..  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  1021 
Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment.  10:15  a.m. 
Please  call  for  location.  $5  introduction  (Mondays 
excluded).  Chris  Sequeira.  practicing  since  1973. 650- 
756-6857:  4 1 5-773-8 1 85:  wvew.livinxtaiehisf.com. 

Greater  Success  and  Satisfaction.  I  offer  short- 
and  long-term  psychotherapy  to  help  you  feel 
greater  success  and  satisfaction  in  your  life.  Rela¬ 
tionships.  life  changes,  career,  creativity,  sexuality, 
loss.  I  work  with  individuals  and  couples.  On  24th 
Street.  Katrina  Child.  M.F.T..  license  #3635: 
www.kairinachikl.com;  415-255-3279. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calistoga/St. 
Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(max).  Decks  with  views  of  stream,  woods,  and 
meadow.  Fireplace  wood  supplied:  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream.  Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend. 
$375.  Seven  nights.  $600.  Discount  for  repeat 
guests.  Additional  nights  after  the  first  seven  are  $80 
per  night,  or  four  weeks  for  $2,000.  415-647-3052. 
Photos,  http:/ /home. eorihlink.net/~sprinxmonnt/ . 

Office  Support  Plus.  Business/home  office/out¬ 
sourcing.  415-239-0561. 

Beyond  Coaching.  Discover/renew  your  life  jour¬ 
ney:  the  unique  purpose  you  can  express  with  in¬ 
tegrity.  passion,  and  courage.  Make  difficult  transi¬ 
tions.  overcome  obstacles  to  core  spiritual  values. 
Licensed  psychotherapist  practicing  29  years.  I  of¬ 
fer:  bioenergetics  for  body-based  emotional  healing. 
EMDR.  hypnosis.  Transpersonal  for  the  real  world. 
Experienced  as  work  coach  and  dealing  with  a  wide 
range  of  family  and  organizational  dysfunction.  Af¬ 
fordable.  Judy  Wyatt,  license  #MFTI925I.  415- 
282-8930. 

Compassionate  Organizing  and  Clearing  of  your 
departed  one's  home.  Is  the  idea  of  cleaning  out  a 
departed  one’s  home  overwhelming?  As  an  RN  with 
experience  in  the  grief  process.  I  understand  the  im¬ 
portance  of  bringing  dignity,  honor,  and  compassion 
to  the  act  of  clearing  your  loved  one's  home.  Work¬ 
ing  closely  with  family  for  guidance.  I  will  ensure 
that  items  are  taken  care  of  through  private  sales, 
non-profit  donation,  and  respectful  removal.  Feel 
free  to  call  me  for  a  consultation.  Mary  415-824- 
4436. 

Experienced  Architect  will  help  you  realize  the 
best  potential  for  your  residential  building  when  re¬ 
modeling  or  expanding.  Licensed  architect  for  over 
29  years.  Free  initial  consultation  on  any  project. 
Call  Mike  Hager  at  415-285-7409. 


Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue. 
4 1 5-82 1  -4890  or  emarsh5iOS@aoi.com. 

PC  Tutoring:  Introduction  to  Windows,  Word,  Ex¬ 
cel,  PowerPoint,  and  Publisher  by  a  very  patient 
community  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  I  'h  hours 
for  $45.  820-1670;  cfebeom@xmail.com. 


Beautiful  Garden  Flat,  Short-Term  Rental.  All 

amenities.  One-bedroom  flat  suitable  for  one  or  two 
people.  Very  quiet,  private,  overlooking  lovely  gar¬ 
den.  Tastefully  furnished,  completely  self-con¬ 
tained.  with  own  entry,  phone,  etc.  Two  DSL  con¬ 
nections.  Even  a  good  spinet  piano!  Minimum  stay 
of  two  weeks:  prefer  longer.  Call  415-821-4872, 
visit  www.sanfraneiseo-vietorian.com,  or  e-mail 
Wotan2n@aoi.com.  $2,600  per  month,  all-inclu¬ 
sive,  or  $850  weekly  if  less  than  a  month. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Twenty- 
two  years  in  Noe  Valley.  Pruning,  cleanups,  main¬ 
tenance.  lawns,  flagstone  patios,  irrigation,  planting. 
Call  Jorge  at  415-826-7840  for  free  estimates.  Re¬ 
member.  this  is  pruning  time. 

Professional  Cleaner  Serving  Noe  Valley  for  20+ 
years.  I  don't  cut  comers,  I  clean  (hem.  Systematic 
and  consistent,  high  quality  with  excellent  refer¬ 
ences  to  back  that  up.  One-time,  weekly,  bi-week¬ 
ly,  move  in  or  out.  Call  today,  free  estimates.  Deana. 
510-547-2469. 

Carpentry — Design.  20+  Years  Experience.  In¬ 
door/outdoor  trellis.  Retrofit,  bathrooms,  decks. 
Finish  carpentry,  additions.  Windows.  Great  refer¬ 
ences.  415-200-7642.  Jeffrey. 

Low  Voltage!  Systems.  Telephone/voicemail  sys¬ 
tems.  Intercom  and  door-entry  systems.  Video  se¬ 
curity  systems,  home  entertainment,  cabling  and 
jacks  for  telephones.  Cat  5/6  computer,  sound, 
video.  Business  and  residential.  Humane  rates.  Li¬ 
cense  #796389.  Kenr@allwiretl.net.  468-9400. 

Computer  Repairs,  maintenance,  user  education 
(tutoring),  and  migration  (switching  ISPs).  Hard¬ 
ware  and  software:  installation,  configuration,  and 
upgrades.  Broadband  installation  and  network 
(wired  and  wireless)  setup.  Virus,  Trojan,  and  spy¬ 
ware  removal  (flat  rate  guaranteed).  Competitive 
rates,  house  calls,  small  to  large  jobs,  and  can  work 
with  non-technical  individuals.  References.  John. 
415-586-2333. 


The  Voice  Web  Site 

has  news  and  photos  from  the 
current  issue,  and  searchable 
archives  dating  back  to  1996. 
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(Formerly  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast) 

Serving  Noe  Valley  -  and  very  soon  - 
other  surrounding  neighborhoods 

After  twenty  years  of  providing  a  warm  and  unique  lodging 
experience  for  residents  andxdsitors  to  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley, 
Noes  Nest  is  now  expanding  our  services  and  is  pleased  to  be  offering 
a  variety  of  new  accommodation  options  in  one  of 
the  city’s  finest  and  friendliest  neighborhoods. 

YV  e  will  maintain  our  “local  family  and  friends”  connection 
while  offering  a  variety  of  comfortable  accommodations  in  both  bed  & 
breakfasts  or  apartments  for  short  or  long  term  stays. 

Vacation  travelers,  as  well  as  business  and 
corporate  visitors  will  enjoy  our  “home  away  from  home” 
alternative  >o  the  impersonal  hotel  experience. 

Call 

415-821-0751 

lor  Reservations 


"\ 


lea  Room  8c  Antiques 


Take  Time  for  Teal 

Please  note  our  new  hours: 

Wed.  -  Sun.  11  a.m.  —  6 p.m. 


1 


zzzxsz;. 


1351  Church  Street  at  Clipper 
415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  *  Catering  Available 
Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 

V-  -  -  _ _ _  J 
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CLASS  ADS 


Family  Portrait  Photographer.  Just  moved  to  the 
neighborhood.  Thirty  years  experience  with  chil¬ 
dren.  Formal  studio  or  environmental  settings.  415- 
970-0490. 

Catsitting  in  Noe  Valley  or  adjacent  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Conscientious,  responsible,  tuned  in  to  ani¬ 
mals  (and  people);  retired  Noe  Valley  resident. 
Lucy,  415-282-3676. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  lilm.  B.A.  Berklee.  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable,  www.kennedymusicstudio.com. 
Mark,  282-8244. 

Garden  Consultations:  Want  to  do  it  yourself  but 
don't  know  how?  With  25-plus  years  experience,  I 
can  answer  questions  and  point  you  in  the  right  di¬ 
rection.  Design  from  scratch,  renovate,  reduce 
maintenance,  learn  organic  techniques,  etc.  I'll  help 
you  make  wise,  economical  choices  that  yield  beau¬ 
tiful  results.  Call  415-252-0566. 

Peaceful  Kingdom  Petsitting:  Offering  gentle,  al¬ 
ternative  care  for  your  beloved  pets,  and  peace  of 
mind  when  you  are  away.  Pet  medications  are  my 
specialty.  Serving  Noe  Valley  and  San  Francisco 
pets  for  over  10  years.  JoAnn,  415-920-1973. 

Loans4Less.com.  877-98 1  -5626.  Purchase  and  re¬ 
finance  home  loans. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  essays.  Write 
lastpaye@noevalleyvoice.com  or  send  manuscript, 
plus  name,  phone,  and  e-mail  to  Noe  Valley  Voice. 
1 02 1  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 4.  In¬ 
clude  SASE  if  you  need  materials  returned. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service,  where  quality, 
integrity,  and  customers  come  first.  Free  estimates 
for  residential/commercial.  415-668-8310. 


Childcare  Available.  Work-at-home  mom  with 
empty  nest  would  love  to  help  out  neighborhood 
moms.  Great  local  references.  415-970-0490. 

Health  Fitness  Group.  Welcome  to  our  support 
group.  Our  focus  is  taking  a  preventative  approach 
to  staying  physically  and  mentally  fit  and  helping 
others  do  the  same.  415-5 16-0570. 

Expert  Landscape  and  Garden  Services:  Tree 
planting,  pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design, 
renovation,  restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly 
scheduled  general  property  and  garden  mainte¬ 
nance.  Irrigation  and  lighting  systems  installation 
and  repair.  Yard  cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too 
big  or  too  small.  Strong  attention  to  detail  and  cus¬ 
tomer  service;  15  years  of  experience.  References 
available.  Call  David  at  415-846-7581;  http.il 
www.shapeoftheearth.com. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons  tai¬ 
lored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory,  clas¬ 
sical  or  popular  repertoire.  MIDI  lab.  Barbara  Ban- 
nett,  648-1007. 

Garage  Space  for  Rent.  $  175/month.  Sanchez 
(Jersey/25th),  limited  access.  Or  $225/month,  full 
access.  648-8614. 


Math  Plus  Fun  Minus  Tears.  Patient  tutoring  by 
retired  K-4  teacher.  Shelly,  648-8329. 

Need  Housecleaning?  Fifteen  years  cleaning  in 
Noe  Valley.  I  have  a  three-  or  four-hour  opening 
every  other  Thursday  at  $  1 8/hour.  If  that's  what  you 
need,  call  Stephanie  at  282-3176. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Per¬ 
fect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed  and  twin  sleeper  couch.  Fully  equipped 
kitchen.  Short-term  rental.  Minimum  two  nights. 
Non-smoking.  4 1 5-970-8 1 77.  www.hemyftuestsf.com. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business, 
home  office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines, 
DSL.ethemet.  too!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to  life! 
Separate  jacks  for  roommates.  On-time  appoint¬ 
ments!  Free  estimates.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Call 
641-8410.  E-mail  Chwiic@sfphoneftuy.com. 

Vanda's  Cleaning  Service.  Homes,  offices,  apart¬ 
ments.  Regular  service  or  one-time  cleaning  avail¬ 
able.  Professional  and  reasonably  priced.  Thorough, 
reliable,  and  efficient.  415-378-3734. 

Dal  Santo  Floor  Waxing  Co.  Wood  floors  and  vin¬ 
tage  tile.  25  years  in  business  in  Noe  Valley.  415- 
550-1142. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Learn  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Restorative  Yoga.  Neck  and 
Shoulders,  HIV,  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes 
daily.  $11  ($8  for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1 1 17. 

Paris  Pleasure!  One-Bedroom  Apartment  in  the 

heart  of  the  Marais  (Fourth  District)  sleeps  four. 
www.vrho.com/89l 08,  call  415-728-7975. 

Cleaning  and  Maintenance  Services.  Business, 
real  estate,  and  commercial  enterprises.  Move-in/ 
move-out.  Staging.  Organizational  consulting.  Ten 
years  of  professional  experience.  Bondable  with  ex¬ 
cellent  A-list  references.  Flexible  scheduling.  Pri¬ 
vate  and  confidential.  Efficient  and  dependable.  En¬ 
vironmentally  safe  products.  Free  estimate. 
415-623-4088. 

Experience  and  Learn  the  Ancient  Art  of  Spiri¬ 
tual  Healing.  R.  Michael  Houpt,  energetic  healer, 
traditional  Reiki  master,  psychic  reader,  intuitive 
massage.  Call  415-826-1158. 

I’d  Love  to  Help  You!  Experienced  professional 
driver  can  take  you  to  doctors’  appointments,  shop¬ 
ping,  errands.  Let  me  help  you.  Anywhere  you  want 
to  go.  Presently  driving  retired  woman  from  Her¬ 
itage  Retirement  Home.  Caring,  patient.  All  ages 
welcome.  Professional;  personal  references  avail¬ 
able.  Will  work  with  your  needs  and  time  frame.  $  1 8 
per  hour.  Marlene,  415-515-9248. 

Think  Thin  with  Hypnosis.  Discover  how  to 
change  your  relationship  with  food  and  gain  control 
of  detrimental  eating  habits  using  the  power  of  your 
subconscious  mind.  You  can  lose  that  excess  weight 
and  keep  it  off  by  reprogramming  your  mind  so  that 
it  works  with  you!  Call  Beverly  Williams,  Hyp¬ 
notherapist,  786-6078  or  648-7524. 

Clean  and  Natural:  Housecleaning  and  organizing 
service.  Only  use  non-toxic  products.  Since  1997. 
Free  estimate.  Call  Simone,  415-806-7877. 


Companion  Wanted  for  Active  96- Year-Old  Se¬ 
nior.  Prefer  male  with  ability  to  cook,  drive  a  vehi¬ 
cle,  and  assist  with  everyday  life.  Mornings  from 
6:30  to  10:30  to  start.  Close  in  Noe  neighborhood. 
Call  406-249-4778  for  confidential  interview. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  Closets?  As  featured 
on  HGTV  and  NPR  and  in  the  Chronicle.  ShipShape 
offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  cut  through  clutter,  defraz.zle  moves,  install  clos¬ 
ets.  and  restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  busy 
lives.  Home/Office/Packing/Closets  and  more.  Free 
phone  consult.  4 1 5-550-0658,  www.shipshape.com. 

Jazz  Guitar  Lessons/Improvisation  Theory.  Im¬ 
prove  technique  and  knowledge  of  guitar  finger¬ 
board  while  developing  your  own  style.  $45.  Bruno 
Pelletier-Bacquaert,  648-6992. 


Montessori  Program  for  Ages  3,  4,  5.  California- 
licensed  family  childcare  home,  two  Montessori 
teachers,  part-time  French  teacher,  12  maximum 
students,  nutritional  snacks,  and  hot.  organic  lunch¬ 
es.  Montessori  program,  8:30  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.;  af¬ 
ter-school  enrichment  classes  (including  younger 
elementary  students),  2:30  to  5:30  p.m.  Newly  ren¬ 
ovated,  upgraded  earthquake-secure  site.  Cole  Val¬ 
ley  at  1300  Shrader.  Letters  of  recommendation 
available.  Contact:  juhileemonlessoriintl@yahoo.com. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming 
studio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  and  breakfast 
choices.  Private  bath,  phone,  entrance  (level). 
Twentieth  and  Douglass  streets.  415-626-6497; 
JimDiDL@aol.com;  www.vacationrentals.com/va- 
cation-rentalsll0961.html. 

The  Writing  Tutors  offer  professional,  compas¬ 
sionate  tutoring  for  grades  6- 1 2  and  beyond.  Ex¬ 
pertise  includes  English  composition,  overcoming 
writing-related  anxiety,  school  entrance  essays,  per¬ 
sonal  statements,  literary  analysis,  reading  compre¬ 
hension,  creative  writing,  journalism,  college  prep, 
and  study  skills.  Math  tutoring  also  available.  Visit 
www.thewritingtutors.com  or  call  415-577-6257. 

Let  Me  Drive  You.  Doctor  appointments,  grocery 
shopping,  errands.  Personalized  service;  with  you 
at  all  times;  carry  packages  to  where  you  want  them. 
I’ve  been  doing  this  for  10  years,  have  many  happy 
clients,  and  would  like  to  help  you.  too!  $20/hour. 
Bill:  415-826-3613. 

Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 

Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  apartment  with 
private  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite 
TV,  phone,  Internet,  laundry.  Lovely  garden.  Rea¬ 
sonable  rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677;  do- 
loresstudio@yahoo.com. 

Noe  Valley  Dance  Space:  Dance  classes  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  adults,  offered  in  Ballet,  Modem,  Prenatal 
Ballet,  and  Jazz.  Drop-in  rates  and  class  packages 
available.  For  details,  e-mail  Laurapadierne@hot- 
mail.com.  Classes  held  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  Street. 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of 
words  by  40c  per  word,  and  send  us 
a  check  or  money  order  for  the  total 
amount.  (Note  that  a  phone  number, 
including  area  code,  counts  as  one 
word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and  check, 
made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  so 
that  we  receive  it  by  the  15th  of  the 
month  before  the  month  in  which 
you’d  like  to  advertise.  The  address  is 
Noe  Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1 02 1 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
941 14.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is  unable  to 
accept  Class  Ads  by  phone  or  e-mail.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice  publishes  10  months  a  year. 
(We’re  on  vacation  in  January  and 
August.)  If  you  place  the  same  class 
ad  in  10  issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a 
10  percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues: 

The  next  Voice  will  be  a  double  issue: 
the  December  2006/January  2007 
issue,  distributed  in  Noe  Valley  on  or 
before  Dec.  1 .  The  deadline  for 
Class  Ads  is  Nov.  15,  2006. 

Note:  The  Class  Ads  are  printed  in 
the  newspaper  and  then  displayed 
for  one  month  on  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com.  (The 
exception  is  the  upcoming  issue;  the 
classifieds  will  be  displayed  for  two 
months,  December  and  January.) 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will 
be  set  in  bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear 
sheets  will  be  provided  only  if  your 
order  is  accompanied  by  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope.  Thank 
you  for  your  support. 


Picture  Framing — Affordable  Framing — 50%  to 

70%  less  than  anyone  in  the  city.  Bernal  Heights. 
Phone  for  price  at  550-9248.  Douglas  Elliott,  mu¬ 
seum  standard  framing. 

Portland,  Ore.,  Real  Estate:  Former  Noe  Valley 
resident  will  find  your  perfect  Portland  home!  Call 
Greg  O'Leary,  Broker,  503-929-5601.  Bridgetown 
Realty,  3320  NE  Sandy  Boulevard,  Portland,  OR 
97232:  grego@hridgetownrealty.com. 


Happy  Holidays  Noe  Valley! 


Where  quality  and  service  are  the  difference 


Serving  Fine 

Italian  Cuisine 

In  Our  Dining  Room 

or  FREE  Fast  Delivery  to  your  Home,  Business  or  Hotel 
Call  ahead  for  Pickup: 

415.647.1664  •  fax  415.647.1683 

3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  San  Francisco 


A  Winning  Combination! 


Eileen  Permingham 


o 


Alice  Micklewright 


415.345.3186 


415.753.3081 


ebermingham@pacunion.com 


amicklewright@pacunion.com 


10-year  Noe  resident 
Seniors  Real  Estate  Specialist 
Upper  Noe  Neighbors  Board 
Church  Street  Business 

Friends  of  30th  Street/ 

On  Lok 


Over  20  years  in  real  estate 
Seniors  Real  Estate  Specialist 
PU  Community  Fund  Board 

Underground  Wiring 
Campaign 

Numerous  Noe 
Valley  Sales 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


Working  for  Our  Clients  and  Community 


52  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  November  2006 


♦  Natural,  Organic  Products 

♦  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

♦  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic 
and  Imported  Wines,  Beer  and  Spirits 

♦  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily 

♦  Vitamin  Selection 
♦  We  Carry  Rupam’s  Herbal  Products 
♦  Fresh  Flowers 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerrero  Street  at  26th  Street 

415-282-6274 

www.26thandGuerreroMarket.com 

Open  Every  Day! 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9pm 


Same  D, 

CABINETS 
FLOORS  l 
TRIM 

NO  DUST 
NO  MESS 
NO  ODOR 


Call  415394.779$ 

I  tmsvbatlmanda  15% 
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Revolutionary  Wood  Renewal^ 


fINISHING  I 

There's  no  longer  any 
reason  to  wait  to  renew 

Sthat  beautiful  wood 
in  your  home. 

Unlike  typical  wood 
|  refinishing,  the  NHance 
revolutionary  system  allows 
fw  a  dust  free  house  within 
24  hours,  no  mess. 

Enjoy  beautiful  cobinets, 
floors,  windowsills, 
dwork,  doors 
t  and  more  with  complete 
Customer  Satisfaction 
Guarantee. 

Renew  the  life 
of  your  wood  now 
with  NHance. 


Need  an  Extra  Pair  of 
Hands?  Call  the 
SF  Day  Labor  Program 


aOR 


vro  We  always  have 
^  ‘ O  workers  available  for 
moving,  house 
cleaning,  painting, 
gardening  &  more! 


We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  home- 
owners  and  businesses  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  or  on-going  jobs. 

Call  during  our  office  hours  to  hire 
workers  for  anytime!  Minimum  3  hrs./job. 

415-252-5375  or  252-5376 

M  -  F,  7  am  -  1  pm  &  Sat.  7  am  - 1 2  noon 

Women's  Collective  $1 2-$1 5/hr.  min. 
Day  Laborers  Workers  Assoc.  $15/hr.  min. 


Photography  by  Beverly  Tharp 
(415)  282-4913  •  www.beverlytharp.com 


All  Hail  the  Harvest  of  2006.  The  all-day  Noe  Valley  Harvest  Festival  transformed  three 
blocks  of  24th  Street  into  a  venue  for  outdoor  strolling  and  fun  on  Oct.  2 1 . 

Photo  by  Pomelo  Gerard 


The 

San  FeancUc o 
Mystery 
Bookstore 

VI 75  1  <Hb  Street 

tfl5-18Z-7‘bW 

sfMyrteryfroofcs§a©{.coivi 

Open  Sunday  -  Thursday 
11:00  a.iw.  -  (a:oo  p.M. 

Friday  ^  Saturday 

11:oo  a.M.  -  7 :oo  p.tw. 

The  Best  Place  on  the 
Plane t  to  Boy  Mysterfe*/ 
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VALLEY 

CYCLERY 


4193  24th  Street 
415-647-0886 

Tues.  —  Sat.  11  —  6 
Sun.  11—5 


r 

jc 

w 

w 

W 

r 

w 

n 

H 

hH 

r> 


V 


Since  1976 


SF  LIVE  ARTS 
PRESENTS 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 


At  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  >1021  Sanchez  St.  near  23rd  •  All  Ages  Welcome 


Call  415-454-5238  for  Info  •  A  Project  of  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  Presbyterian  Church 

Seniors  over  65  and  children  under  12  get  $2  off  advance  ticket  price  at  the  door  only.  HPMjlinfnflffillRnRin 

Sat. 

Nov.  4 

Jeffrey  Halford  &  the  Healers 

Jim  Brundberg  (from  Box  Set)  &  Chris  Donohoe 

8:15  PM 

Sat. 

Nov.  1 1 

The  Beth  Custer  Ensemble 

ADVANCE  TICKETS  lor  all  shows  at  Streetlight  Records  -  3979  24th  Street 

8:15  PM 

Sat. 

Nov.  18 

“No  Blood  for  Hoyle”  or  “Hoyled  Again” 

An  evening  with  Geoff  Hoyle  &  Daniel  Hoyle  presenting  new  &  classic  skits 

8:15  PM  1 

Interested  in  Improving  Muni? 

Attend  an  Open  House  to  Learn  More. 


The  Municipal  Transportation  Agency  (MTA)  and  the  Controller's  Office  are  looking  at  how  to 
make  Muni  more  efficient  and  attractive  to  riders.  Please  attend  an  upcoming  open  house  to 
learn  more  about  the  Transit  Effectiveness  Project  and  provide  us  your  thoughts. 


Transit  Effectiveness  Project  Open  Houses 


9:00  am  to  Noon 

Self  Help  for  the  Eicterty 
lior  Center 


*y  Facility, 
r  Conference  Room 

Avenue 


mmmm 

4  30  pm 

Senior  Center  Civic 

5757  Geary  Bouteyara  W  Grove 

WMI  ..I  U  lAJU-  .1  an,  iiUf.'.  gfr?  'Wifi 

For  more  information  visit  our  web  site:  www.sftep.com.  e-mail  us  at  info@sftep.com,  or 
call  (415)  701-4599.  Spanish  and  Chinese  speakers  may  call  (415)  226-1313. 

Wheelchair  Please  call  (415)  226-1313  at  least  72  hours  before  the  meeting  if 
Accessible  you  need  any  special  accommodations,  such  as  language 
interpreters  or  materials  in  alternate  formats. 

Transit  Effectiveness  Project 

MTA  !  Municipal  Transportation  Agency 
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Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  gets  an  earful  from  Patrick  Monk  and  other  local  residents,  during  his 
Oct.  1 8  visit  to  Noe  Valley.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Heir  Apparent 


By  Mazo  ok 

PUBLIC  FORUM.  PRIVATE  LIFE:  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom  caused  some  titters  at  his 
Oct.  18  appearance  before  the  Noe  Valley 
Democratic  Club  and  the  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley  at  St.  Philip’s  Parish  Hall.  Although 
the  mayor  was  scheduled  to  appear  at  6:30 
that  Wednesday  evening  (as  we  noted  in 
last  month's  calendar),  his  staff  gave 
Friends  president  Richard  May  about  a 
week’s  notice  that  Newsom  would  be  ear¬ 
ly  (something  he  is  not  known  for),  arriv¬ 
ing  at  6  p.m.  sharp. 

“We  got  the  word  out  quickly  on  various 
e-mail  lists  and  by  word  of  mouth,”  says 
May,  “and  we  had  somewhere  around  a 
hundred  people  show  up  at  6,  which  is  not 
bad  for  a  midweek  dinner  hour.  A  lot  more 
showed  up  during  the  next  half  hour.” 

Mr.  Mayor  arrived  on  time.  But  first  he 
strolled  down  24th  Street,  asking  kids, 
teens,  and  adults  their  opinions  on  prob¬ 
lems  in  Noe  Valley.  Once  he  bounded  into 
St.  Philip’s,  he  was  ready  to  address  all  our 
issues — Muni,  panhandlers,  housing  costs. 
Bell,  the  Real  Food  debacle,  etc. 

Looking  spiffy  in  a  coat  and  tie,  New¬ 
som  did  a  lot  of  speechifying  over  the  next 
hour,  talking  about  both  local  and  big-pic¬ 
ture  stuff,  like  disaster  prep  and  health  care 
for  all.  To  keep  him  on  track.  Supervisor 
Bevan  Dufty  read  questions  on  cards  hand¬ 
ed  up  from  audience. 

Thirty  minutes  into  the  show,  Dufty  read 
a  question  that  asked  for  Newsom's  com¬ 
ments  on  recent  media  stories  about  his 
hairstyle  and  love  life.  Dufty,  of  course,  was 
reading  this  one  tongue-in-cheek.  He  had 


just  appeared  on  the  front  page  of  the  Oct. 
1 3  Chronicle  with  his  friend  Rebecca  Gold- 
fader  and  their  newborn  daughter,  Sidney 
Maely  Goldfader-Dufty  (bom  Oct.  2).  The 
Chron  story  came  after  Pete  Wilson  made 
some  curious  comments  on  his  KGO  Ra¬ 
dio  talk  show,  calling  Dufty 's  baby,  among 
other  things,  “a  travesty." 

But  I  digress.  Mr.  Mayor  acknowledged 
that  he  was  getting  tired  of  the  media’s  end¬ 
less  comments  on  his  “gel-free  hair"  and  the 
women  he  dates.  “I  didn't  put  gel  in  my  hair 
one  day,  and  all  of  a  sudden  it  becomes  a 
news  story,"  Newsom  joked. 

Then  he  got  serious.  After  explaining 
how  passionate  he  was  about  being  San 
Francisco's  mayor,  Newsom  said  that  as  a 
single  man  in  his  late  30s  he  was  finding  it 
very  difficult  to  strike  a  balance  between 
his  public  and  private  life.  He  confessed  to 
all  those  assembled  that  at  this  point  in  his 
life  the  scales  were  tipping  toward  private 
life.  “Don't  be  surprised  if  1  don’t  run  for 
mayor  for  a  second  term,"  Newsom  an¬ 
nounced. 

Say  what?  Everyone  there  knew  Gavin 
Newsom  was  honestly  contemplating  tak¬ 
ing  a  break  from  public  life. 


“I’ve  never  heard  that  before,”  said 
Dufty  after  the  mayor  departed. 

By  Sunday,  Matier  &  Ross  reported 
they 'd  "sat  down  with  the  mayor  Friday.  He 
sounded  off  on  everything  from  our  re¬ 
porting  on  his  briefly  gel-free  hair  to  his 
new  20-year-old  girlfriend.”  Surely  they 
brought  up  his  comments  in  Noe  Valley,  be¬ 
cause  he  was  quoted  as  being  “absolutely 
not  convinced”  he  would  run  again. 

As  all  you  Chron  readers  know,  the 
newspaper  has  since  had  follow-up  stories 
quoting  “his  chief  political  strategist,  [Noe 
Valley  resident]  Eric  Jaye ,”  who  assured  M 
&  R  that  Newsom's  reelection  campaign 
was  “moving  along  rapidly.” 

Dufty  got  the  mayor's  point,  though.  “I 
know  what  he  means.  I  am  having  the  same 
difficulty  in  finding  a  balance  between  my 
public  life,  which  I  love  doing  and  am  very 
passionate  about,  and  trying  to  have  a  pri¬ 
vate  life,  too.  It  really  gets  tough  when  Sid¬ 
ney  is  described  by  a  radio  talk  show  host 
as  a  travesty,  which  frankly  I  found  shock¬ 
ing.  But  he  is  entitled  to  say  what  he  wants, 
and  the  public's  response  has  been  very 
heartwarming." 

About  the  mayor’s  visit,  Dufty  adds:  “I 


have  received  tremendous  feedback  from 
that  Noe  Valley  meeting,  and  everyone 
liked  the  mayor’s  openness,  knowledge  of 
the  issues,  and  self-deprecating  style  of  hu¬ 
mor.” 

By  the  way,  baby  Sidney  went  to  her  first 
public  event,  a  St.  Paul’s  festival,  in  mid- 
October.  If  you  were  there,  you  might  have 
wondered  why  Bevan  was  not  wearing 
socks.  “Well,  I  was  giving  Rebecca  a 
chance  to  rest,  and  I  was  changing  on  the 
run.  1  was  quite  sure  I  had  put  my  black 
socks  in  my  pants  pocket  for  the  change, 
but  when  I  pulled  them  out  to  put  on,  all  I 
got  was  a  burp  cloth!” 

Afterwards,  he,  Sidney,  and  Rebecca 
went  over  to  Joe’s  Cafe  on  24th  Street  for 
brunch.  “It  was  a  lot  of  fun  for  us  all.  Re¬ 
becca  and  I  ordered  omelets  and  Sidney  had 
a  little  breast  on  the  side.” 

S  S  S 

REAL  FOODLESS:  A  question  to  the  may¬ 
or  about  the  Real  Food  debacle  produced 
little  response,  because  little  can  be  done. 
“It  would  be  misleading  to  suggest  that  the 
city  is  in  a  position  to  buy  that  building,” 
Newsom  said.  "But  I  think  it  is  a  blight,  and 
perhaps  the  city  attorney  could  do  some¬ 
thing  about  that.” 

I  wouldn't  be  surprised  if  the  owner,  Nu- 
traceutical  Corporation,  seeks  a  demolition 
pemiit  to  replace  the  store  on  the  ground 
floor  and  create  residential  units  upstairs. 
How  could  anyone  be  against  that,  right? 
To  be  real,  then,  it's  at  least  three  more  years 
of  a  real  empty  storefront. 

Newsom  also  expressed  concern  that  so 
many  food  markets  were  closing  around  the 
city.  With  Bell  Market  getting  a  new  own¬ 
er,  we  may  be  one  of  the  lucky  ones. 

s  s  s 

IN  GOOD  TASTE:  The  recent  openings  of 
Toast  and  Pescheria  on  Church  Street  have 
apparently  been  quite  successful,  and  now 
more  people  are  flocking  to  the  area  that’s 
become  Upper  Noe’s  "restaurant  row.” 

Pescheria  seafood  restaurant  looks  like 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


MEX,C4*4 

^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 


Including: 

-¥■  Broiled  Salmon  Buhhitos  *  Delicious  Chicken  Mole  -¥■ 
*  Wonderful  Enchiladas  ¥  COCHINITA  PlBIL  PlIKK  v 
¥  Cactus  Buiihitiis  *  Fantastic  Grilled  (jUESAHILLAS  -¥■ 
¥  Grilled  Seafuuii  Specials  •¥■ 

Great  TACOS  -¥•  Variety  of  Vecetahian  Dishes' 

¥  New  Maya  Tamales  ¥ 


(j/eeA  A/s  &ut  ./ic/a/n  - 
l/e  S/irst  //[me// 


¥  Ureal  Atmosphere!  ¥ 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(41 5)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

Smog  Check  &  Repair  Available  7  Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
1 2  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  "Do-It-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Check  Engine  Light 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability  Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 


\ 

State  of  California 

LICENSED 


SHIELD 


BBB 

I 


since  1978 

(415)  285-8588 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th),  S.F.,  CA  94110 
Between  Harrison  &  Bryant  Streets 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  &  ATM  Accepted 


OFFICIAL  GROSS  POLLUTER 
CERTIFICATION  STATION 

We  can  repair  &  retest 
smog  failures  from 
"Test-Only"  Stations 


$10 


OFF 

SMOG  INSPECTION 


FREE 


BRAKE  &  SAFETY 
INSPECTION  ($56  Value) 


OIL  CHANGE 
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a  hit.  (For  the  gastronomical  details,  see 
Store  Trek  on  page  29  of  this  issue.)  Man¬ 
ager  Mario  Nocifera  says  the  crowds  are 
pouring  in.  As  an  extra  enticement, 
Pescheria  is  the  only  restaurant  on  that  end 
of  Church  with  a  full  liquor  license. 

Toast  has  been  open  almost  two  months, 
and  "the  response  of  the  neighborhood  has 
really  been  remarkable,”  says  Anise  Naser, 
who  with  his  brothers  Kamal  and  Eddie  op¬ 
erates  the  eatery  seven  days  a  week  for 
breakfast,  lunch,  and  dinner. 

“Before  we  opened,  we  sensed  that  the 
neighborhood  was  worried  that  the  change 
would  be  bad  because  Hungry  Joe’s  had  a 
very  loyal  following,”  Anise  explains.  “But 
the  response  has  been  overwhelming,  and 
now  on  a  typical  Saturday  we  are  serving 
about  300  meals.” 

According  to  Eddie  Naser,  the  number- 
one  customer  favorite  is  the  corned  beef 
hash.  “We  boil  it  for  two  hours  with  spices, 
and  then  hand-peel  each  strip  into  hash  and 
grill  it  with  onion,”  Eddie  smiles. 

Kamal  and  Eddie  run  Toast  on  the  week¬ 
days,  and  Anise,  who  has  another  job, 
works  the  weekends.  Those  of  you  in  Glen 
Park  know  that  Anise’s  “day  job"  is  being 
a  dentist  at  Diamond  Dental  in  downtown 
Glen  Park. 

A  couple  blocks  over  at  Incanto,  head 
chef  Chris  Cosentino  has  recently  com¬ 
pleted  a  competition  with  Chef  Mario 
Batali  on  the  Food  Network's  “Iron  Chef." 
The  standoff  was  actually  taped  on  Oct.  6, 
and  will  be  aired  sometime  in  February,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Incanto  manager  Katie  Mathis. 
“We  signed  a  confidentiality  agreement 
with  the  network,  so  we  can’t  say  anything 
about  it  right  now." 

Cosentino  is  known  for  the  culinary 
magic  he  works  with  offal:  liver  and  kid¬ 
neys  and  things  like  that.  As  for  Incanto’s 
most  requested  dish.  Mathis  says  that  while 


the  menu  changes  daily,  one  of  the  most 
popular  entrees  is  the  braised  pork  shoul¬ 
der.  Cosentino  was  unavailable  for  com¬ 
ment  because  he  was  attending  Terra 
Madre,  an  international  “slow  food”  con¬ 
ference  in  Torino,  Italy. 

Meanwhile,  everyone  is  wondering 
when  the  former  Mikeytom,  also  at  Church 
and  Day,  will  be  transformed  into  a  restau¬ 
rant.  Neighbors  report  that  workmen  are  at 
the  site,  but  the  permit  on  the  window  says 
the  project  has  until  Sept.  18,  2007. 

s  s  s 

SHORT  SHAKES:  Up  on  24th  Street,  the 
consensus  in  the  neighborhood  after  the 
Oct.  21  Noe  Valley  Harvest  Festival  is  that 
the  fair  was  just  right  this  year.  Although 
everything  was  great,  especially  the  music, 
the  best  event  in  my  opinion  was  the  stroller 
obstacle  course.  FNV  prez  Richard  May 
says  finances  for  the  event  worked  out 
(meaning  it  didn’t  go  over  budget)  and 
Norine  Traci-Maloney  did  a  super  job  of  co¬ 
ordinating  the  whole  show.  Encore! 

The  day  after  the  fest,  Isa’s  Salon  on  Cas¬ 
tro  Street  closed  its  doors  to  paying  cus¬ 
tomers  and  provided  services  for  free  to  res¬ 
idents  of  a  battered  women’s  shelter.  Isa’s 
gave  each  woman  a  makeover,  including  a 
massage  and  facial. 

Artsake,  the  art  supplies  store  on  24th 
Street,  will  be  giving  a  free  Sennelier  oil 
pastels  workshop,  led  by  Savoir-Faire  prod¬ 
uct  expert  Charlotte  Hampton,  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  4,  starting  at  2  p.m.  The  shop  also  of¬ 
fers  art  classes  by  Jim  Myrick,  who  showed 
his  work  at  the  store  during  Open  Studios 
in  October.  Artwork  by  local  artist  Caren 
Lorber  is  currently  being  displayed  in  Art- 
sake’s  front  window. 

Speaking  of  windows.  Eye  Q  Optome¬ 
try  on  24th  near  Noe  had  a  stunning  Hal¬ 
loween  display  this  year,  with  references  to 
the  creepy  movie  The  Ring  and  God  knows 
what  else.  A  little  girl  mannequin  whose  back 
is  to  the  window  is  staring  into  a  static-filled 
TV,  white  chairs  are  piled  in  a  jumble  to  the 
ceiling,  and  the  giant  letters  "THEY'RE 
HERE”  are  pasted  on  the  glass.  Yikes! 
They’d  better  have  a  lot  of  candy. 


A  truly  gorgeous  window  is  the  one  at 
Gallery  of  Jewels  on  24th  Street  near  Cas¬ 
tro.  Owners  Dona  Taylor  and  Bill  Hoover 
report  they  just  completed  a  remodel  that 
transformed  the  place.  “1  put  in  handmade 
mosaic  tiles  on  the  floors,  re  finished  all  the 
cases,  and  put  up  all  new  walls  using  hand- 
stamped  linen  fabric.  1  also  bought  a  beau¬ 
tiful  antique  crystal  chandelier  at  our  local 
Alemany  tlea  market,”  says  Taylor.  Go  take 
a  look. 

The  neighborhood’s  most  famous  win¬ 
dow  is  that  of  Harry  Aleo  of  Twin  Peaks 
Properties.  Aleo  is  still  mourning  his  prize¬ 
winning  racehorse  Lost  in  the  Fog.  But  he 
has  been  getting  hundreds  of  letters  and 
condolences  from  all  over  the  country.  The 
November  issue  of  San  Francisco  maga¬ 
zine  features  a  nice  article  about  our  local 
icon. 

Congratulations  to  the  San  Jose/Guer¬ 
rero  Coalition  to  Save  Our  Streets,  whose 
members  received  an  award  of  $8,000  from 
San  Francisco  Beautiful  for  their  greening 
of  the  median  strips  crossing  Cesar  Chavez. 
The  group  ( www.sanjoseguerrew.com )  will 
be  doing  another  planting,  this  time  on  Nov. 
4,  9  a.m.  to  2  p.m.,  on  Duncan  Street  near 
29th.  Bring  gloves  and  a  spade  or  shovel. 

Ten  free  trees  is  what  Upper  Noe  Neigh¬ 
bors  president  Vicki  Rosen  says  were  just 
approved  for  planting  on  Church  from  Ce¬ 
sar  Chavez  to  30th  by  the  San  Francisco  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Urban  Forestry.  “They  also  gave  us 
a  list  of  25  properties  along  Church  Street 
which  have  been  pre-approved  by  the  Bu¬ 
reau  for  a  tree  planting,”  says  Rosen,  “so 
we  will  now  write  to  those  25  property  own¬ 
ers  to  see  who  will  be  interested  in  a  tree 
planting.” 

If  you  are  a  property  owner  along 
Church  and  want  to  make  sure  you’re  on 
the  list,  call  Rosen  right  away,  at  285-0473. 

The  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  invites  you  to 
come  celebrate  Noe  Valley’s  160th  birth¬ 
day  at  St.  Philip's  Parish  Hall  from  7:30  to 
9  p.m.  on  Thursday,  Nov.  9.  As  you  histo¬ 
ry  buffs  know,  it  was  in  1846  that  Mexico 
granted  4,443  acres  of  land  to  our  founding 
father,  Jose  de  Jesus  Noe,  who  turned  the 
valley  into  a  cattle  farm. 


S  S  0 

SO  YOU  THINK  YOU  CAN  MOBU:  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  has  a  new  dance  studio  opening  at  the 
corner  of  Sanchez  and  23rd,  in  the  spot  va¬ 
cated  earlier  this  year  by  Dirt  Cheap  Trav¬ 
el.  “The  new  maple  hardwood  floors  were 
finished  by  October’s  end,”  according  to 
Takami  Craddock,  who  says  the  studio  will 
probably  be  up  and  running  this  month. 

“We  will  call  it  the  Mobu  Dance  Studio,” 
says  Craddock,  whom  you  may  know  from 
her  many  years  of  teaching  dance  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry.  She  also  operates  a  studio 
in  the  Sunset  District.  Now,  she  says,  “all 
our  programs  will  be  transferred  to  our  new 
studio,  which  involves  about  60  dancers  in 
our  children’s  classes  as  well  as  all  those  in 
the  adult  program.” 

Mobu,  by  the  way,  means  “dance”  in 
Japanese,  and  it’s  also  the  name  of  Crad¬ 
dock’s  performing  dance  troupe,  which  will 
rehearse  at  the  new  studio. 

Yoga,  meditation,  and  Pilates  classes  are 
planned  for  the  site,  and  hopefully  tai  chi 
lessons  will  be  given  by  local  Chinese  med¬ 
icine  man  Morey  Fox,  who  has  his  office 
down  Sanchez  Street  near  24th. 

Do  any  of  you  remember  when  that 
storefront  used  to  be  the  Edison  Market? 

S  0  S 

GOVERNMENTAL  HEALTH:  Before  I  go, 
I  want  to  ask  those  of  you  who  may  have  been 
freaked  out  after  seeing  the  documentary 
Loose  Change  (mentioned  in  last  month’s 
Rumors)  to  get  some  perspective  by  going 
to  a  U.S.  State  Department  web  site,  usin- 
fo.  state. govlmedialArchivel2005ISepl  16- 
241996.html.  It  will  set  the  record  straight 
on  many,  but  not  all,  of  the  issues  raised  by 
the  documentary,  which  is  about  odd  oc¬ 
currences  on  9/11/01. 

And  don’t  forget  to  do  your  civic  duty 
and  vote  on  Nov.  7.  That’s  all,  folks.  ■ 
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Design 
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Remodel 


Spark  Construction 

171  Lily  Street  |  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


ph  415.503.0055 
www.sparkconstruction.com 


License  #  546094 


luter  space 

■  :  v:S«;  sw  ■'  '  V:  . 

LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE 
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flavor 

— " 

(415) 

1500 

282-0919 

Church  Street 
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trust:  (trust)  n.  1.  firm  belief  or  confidence  in  the 
honesty,  integrity,  ability,  strength  or  character  of  a 
person  or  thing;  reliance  Z.  one  in  which  confidence 
is  placed  3.  confident  expectation,  anticipation  or 
hope  4. a.  the  fact  of  having  confidence  placed  in 
one  b.  one  in  which  confidence  is  placed  5.  reliance 
on  something  in  the  future;  hope  -  SYN.  RELIANCE, 
CONFIDENCE,  CARE 

droubi:  (drbo*be)  See  definition  of  trust 


BJ  Droubi  Sc  Company...  A  Name  You  Can  Trust 


BJ  Droubi  &  Company 

4128  24th  St,  San  Francisco,  94114 
p.  41 5.550.1 300  /  f.  415.550.6729 

www.bjdroubi.com 
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Real  Estate  Services  - 
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We  Provide  The  Best  Personalized  Service 
For  The  Noe  Valley  Community! 


1537-39  Sanchez  Street 
$1,575,000 

This  lovely  Noe  Valley  duplex  was  recently  sold 
by  the  team  of  K.J.  Kohlmyer  and  Jason  Garrison. 


Contact  us  today  for  your  FREE  Market  Analysis. 
A  Winning  Team  That  Will  Work  For  You! 


K.J.  Kohlmyer 
REALTOR® 

(415)  672-1354 

kohlmyer@garrisonrealty.net 


Jason  Garrison 
REALTOR® 
(415)  571-3608 
jgarrison@garrisonrealty.net 


Garrison  Realty 

1  n  v  e  s  t  m  e  nit  s 


www.garrisonrealty.net 


Living  Trust 
Estate  Plans 

Singles  $650 
Couples  $850  /  $950 
Domestic  Partners  $850 

Flat  Rates 

Free  Initial  Consultation 

Ross  Madden  Esq. 

(415)  567-1212 
1757  UNION  STREET 

rossmaddenlaw.com 


More  To  Life 

Custom  Upholstery 

CA  Registry#  39977 

Traditional  Techniques  applied 
with  Artistic  Expression. 

W e  Articulate  your  ideas  so  you 
Realize  the  Piece  of  your  Dreams. 

Please  call  for  an  Estimate  or  visit 
our  Website.  Knell  18H 


111  * 

415.333.4515,*#® 


www.moretolife.net 


More  To 


.  because  there  is! 


Martial  Arts 
For  Health 

Now  in  your 
neighborhood ! 


PACIFIC  WUSHU 


Tai  Ji,  Wu  Shu,  Ba  Gua,  San  Shou 

Train  for  health  or  competition  with  America's  best 
Situ  Zhang  Hong  Mei  and  Phillip  Wong. 

Adults  and  Youth  classes  for  all  levels  now  open  for  enrollment. 


4 


PACIFIC  WUSHU,  SF  School  797  San  Jose  Ave/30,h  St,  SF  94110 

Tel:  (41 5)  841 .8848  www.pacificwushu.com 


FREE 


bh; 


on  a  Sunday  afternoon 

A  Vespers  Service 

“The  Music  is  the 
Message” 

(childcare  provided) 

November  12  at  5  p.m. 
QUIJEREMA 
1021  Sanchez  St. 


HARDWOOD  FLOORS 


28  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 


REFINISHED 


Visalli  &  Son 

Free  Estimates  •  415-586-0307 


NOE’S  BAR 

Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


REPAIRED 

INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 


Go  Niners! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 


An  easy, 
positive 
experience 
where  you're 
treated  like 
family  and 
tke  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

1508  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  4  I  5.647.6000 


•  Joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.S. 
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Join  us  in  making  the  holidays  brighter  for 
San  Francisco  kids  and  families. 


Every  year.  Zephyr  sponsors  a  holiday  food  and  toy  drive 
to  benefit  kids  and  families  in  need  throughout  our 
community.  This  year,  more  than  ever,  we  invite  you  to 
participate  by  bringing  unwrapped  new  toys  and  non- 
perishable  foods  to  any  of  our  offices,  November  through 
December.  Working  together  for  our  community  is  a 
wonderful  gift. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 
www.zephyrsf.com 


Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 
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Just  For  Fun 
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3982  24TH  STREET 
415.285.4068 
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Hanukkah 
Christmas 
New  Vear's 


justforfun.invitations.com 


CT@s>tit>€  Fan  to  <N©<§  Vdkyl 
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fiKffMtikKSHOV. 


SATURDAY  NOVEMBER  4TM  2L-3PM 
CHARLOTTE  HAMPTON 
DEMOS  OIL  PASTELS 
SIGN  UP  TODAV—Smce  IS  LIMITED  0  0 
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CAlIlIt&RAPHy 


BOlilDArS 


MAkONE 
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Shopping 
tot  ortati 

otatl  &$eS 


3961  24TH  STREET  -  415.695.0506 

carrier  of 

student  &  professional  grade  art 
products  including  full  lines  of... 

GOLDEN  -  ETUDE  -  SENNELIER 
GAMBLIN  -  LIQUITEX  -  FABRIANO 
WINDSOR  &  NEWTON  and  more!  - 


ortsokesf.com 


REGISTER  NOW 

CLASSES 
AVAILABLE 

WWW.RUBYSCLAYSTUDIO.ORO 
PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 


RUBY’S 


CLAY  STUDIO 
&  GALLERY 


Integral  Counseling  Center 

■ 

at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 


I  he  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 

•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/Body  Image 

•  Life  Transitions/Crises 

•  Occupational  Con 


mm 


MB  ■ 


STILL ihe 
8EST  frame  shop 
in  Sen  Francisco. 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  ART  GALLERIES 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  over  20  years 


Anniversary 


PERSONAL,  STEP-BY-STEP  ASSISTANCE 


Designers  and  corporate 
accounts  welcome. 


Back  to  the  Picture  Mission 


Back  to  the  Picture  SoMa 


Mission  St 


-|  Decorator  Mirrors  and  Prints 
wholesale  to  the  public. 


Howard  St 


Gift  certificates  available 


Mission:  934  Valencia  St.  @  20  th  St.  Tel:  415  826-2321 


1  Rotating  exhibits  at  both 
galleries  (call  for  schedule) 


SoMa:  1 1 10  Howard  St.  @  7  th  St.  Tel:  41 5  558-9901 


www.backtothepicture.com 
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KNOWING  WHICH  STOCKS  TO  OWN 

STARTS  WITH  KNOWING 

YOUR  GOALS 


At  Edward  Jones,  we  spend  time  getting  to  know  your  goals  so 
we  can  help  you  reach  them.  We  recommend  buying  shares  of 
companies  with  proven  track  records  at  attractive  prices  and 
holding  them  for  the  long  term. 

Although  past  performance  is  not  an  indication  of  future 
results,  stocks  have  historically  outperformed  all  other  types 
of  investments.  And  stock  dividends  are  now  up  to  85%  tax 
free  (depending  on  your  income  tax  bracket).* 

To  learn  which  stocks  make  sense  for  you,  call  or  visit  your 
local  investment  representative  to  schedule  a  complimentary 
portfolio  review. 

*  Dividends  can  be  increased,  decreased  or  totally  eliminated  at  any  point,  with  or  without  notice. 

An  equity  investment  will  fluctuate  in  price.  When  sold,  you  may  receive  more  or  less  than  your 
original  investment  amount. 


Kathy  Zucchi,  AAMS 

Investment  Representative 


Gary  Norman 

Investment  Representative 


4190  24th  Street  at  Diamond  •  Noe  Valley 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-4079  or  877-282-7588 
California  Ins.  License  0C24309 
www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SIPC 


Edward  Jones 


MAKING  SENSE  OF  INVESTING 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  54 1  -0344,  ext.  230 
E-mail:  capa@home4us.orj’ 

Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St,,  7:30  p.m. 

Church  Street  Business  (CSB) 

Contact:  Lynn  Ingham,  643-5966. 
or  Paula  Benton,  248-0235 
E-mail:  hentonp@spryner.com 
Meetings:  Third  Monday,  every  other 
month.  Location  varies.  Sept.  18  meeting  at 
Fattoush,  1361  Church  St..  6:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529. 

San  Francisco.  CA  94 1 3 1 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly:  mem¬ 
bership  semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contact:  Keith  Eickman.  282-8988;  Evelyn 
Martin,  826-6734;  Deanna  Mooney,  82 1  -4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St„ 

San  Francisco,  C A  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus.  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco.  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Irregular,  call  to  confirm. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137. 

San  Francisco.  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Joyce  Kurtz,  401-6362 


Mailing  Address:  261  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA94110 

Meetings:  Call  for  information.  The  annual 
Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is  always  held  the  day 
before  Mother's  Day. 

Friends  of  Dolores  Park  Playground 

Contact:  Eli  Merritt,  415-285-3774 
E-mail:  emerr@earthlink.net 
Mailing  Address:  3786  20th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information  on 
advocacy  meetings  and  social  events  for  kids 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
E-mail:  lauranor@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley  (FNV) 

Contact:  Richard  May 

E-mail:  ramhooks@pachell.net 

Web  site:  www.friendsofnoevalley.com 

Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 

Francisco,  CA  94146 

Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  the 

month  (call  or  e-mail  to  confirm),  at 

St.  Philip's  Parish  Flail,  725  Diamond  St. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton.  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  225  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center 

Contact:  Christina  Goebel,  826-7772 
E-mail:  christina_goehel@yahoo.com 
Meetings:  Call  or  e-mail  for  dates  and  times. 


Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  192114, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  noestrolls@aol.com 
Weekly  Strolls:  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at 
1 1  a.m.,  departing  Holey  Bagel,  3872  24th 
St.,  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg.  Stroll 
tours  Noe  Valley,  the  Castro,  and  the 
Mission.  Membership  free.  To  join,  and  for 
more  details,  visit  www.noestrolls.com. 

Noe  Valley  Association-Community 
Benefit  District 

Contact:  Debra  Niemann,  nemo@rcn.com 
Dispatch:  To  report  spills,  debris,  or  garbage 
on  24th  Street,  call  559-8492. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Andy  Fleischman,  641-5838 
Meetings:  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month; 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Saturdays,  8  a.m.  to  noon,  on  24th  between 
Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  Street 
Contact:  Paula  Benton,  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St..  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 4 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  (co-sponsor),  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  6  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew,  643-4695, 

kkdrew@yahoo.com;  Marian  Chatfield- 

Taylor,  626-75 12,  ext.  103 

Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 

San  Francisco  Public  Library.  391  Grove  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

Meetings:  Call  for  information. 


Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association  (NVMPA) 

Contacts:  Diane  Barrett,  647-21 16,  or  Teresa 
Gay,  336-6304 

E-mail:  info@noevalleymerchants.com ; 
register  at  www.noevalleymerchants.com. 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
E-mail  for  location  and  time. 

Noe  Valley  Parent  Network 

An  e-mail  resource  network  for  parents 
Contact:  Mina  Kenvin 
E-mail :  minaken@gmail.com 

Noe  Valley  Preparedness  Committee 

Contact:  Mindy  Kershner,  377-3890 
E-mail:  mindytower@aol.com 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contacts:  Don  Oshiro,  285-8188 
E-mail:  contact@sanjoseguerrero.com 
Web  site:  www.sanjoseguerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  web  site. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking  Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  5K  run/walk 
route.  Info?  www.SeeJaneRitnSports.com.) 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 
Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 
Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 
E-mail:  lori@tail-wagging.com 
Web  site:  www.tail-wagging.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm).  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center, 
Day  and  Sanchez  streets,  7:30  p.m. 


*o»’t  go  it  aJone. 


Try  3°FREF 

workouts 

with  a  Curves 

trainer. 


(415)  285-5400 

1701  Church  Street  at  29th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 


At  Curves  there’s  always  a  trainer  to  help  you  get  the  most  out 
of  our  proven  30  minute,  total  body  workout.  Call  now  for  your 
free  week  including  three  workouts  with  a  Curves  trainer. 


Curve# 

The  power  to  amaze  yourself.* 


Offer  good  for  new  members  only.  Three  free  workouts  must  be  redeemed  within  one  week  of 
accepting  offer  or  exchanged  for  special  first  visit  membership  discount.  Not  valid  with  any 
other  offer,  only  at  Noe  Vailey  location.  Expires  11/11.  ©2006  Curves  International. 


24th  Street 


Works  by  Ellen  Into 

AND  OTHER  ARTISTS 

Original  art  work,  reproductions  and  post  cards 

Ellen  Into,  owner  and  artist 

New  Location:  4189  24th  Street 
between  Diamond  and  Castro 

415. SS0. 8055 

Hours:  By  appointment  or  just  drop  by 
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Pacific  Union  is  the  real  estate  company 
that  makes  a  difference 

♦  Houses  listed  by  Pacific  Union  in  2005  received  the  highest  average  sale 
price  among  the  top  five  real  estate  companies  in  Noe  Valley. 

♦  Pacific  Union  represented  more  buyers  and  sellers  in  the  sale  of  single 
family  homes  in  Noe  Valley  in  2005  than  any  other  real  estate  company. 

♦Pacific  Union's  Community  Fund  has  donated  over  $500,000  to  non-profit 
organizations  throughout  San  Francisco. 


II 


$1,295,000.  Noe  Valley.  2- 
Story  Victorian,  3BR/2.5BA, 
views,  frml  dining  w/fire- 
piace,  remdled  kitchen,  lush 
garden  and  patio.  Susan  Ring, 
www.SusanRing.com. 


$1,100,000.  Noe  Valley.  Fan¬ 
tastic  2  level  condo.  2 
bedrooms,  2  'A  baths,  2  car 
parking.  Feels  like  a  house. 
Dennis  Otto, 
www.dennisotto.net 


$795,000.  Noe  Valley.  Beautiful  2 
level  Victorian  flat  w /  3BR,  2BA, 
living  room  with  decorative  fire¬ 
place,  remodeled  eat-in  kitchen 
&  a  lovely  garden.  Susan  Ring, 
www.SusanRing.com 


$2,450,000  Noe  Valley. 

$2,149,000.  Noe  Valley.  Grand 

Noe  Valley.  GrandVictorian  with 

$1,810,000.  Liberty  Hill/Eureka/ 

Grand  1883  Victorian, 

Victorian  3  blocks  from 

4  bedrooms,  3  'A  bathrooms. 

Noe  Valley.  Mid-Century  View 

lovingly  restored  and  up¬ 

vibrant  24th  Street.  Beautifully 

Meticulously  renovated  and 

Home.  Flat  yard,  family  room. 

dated  with  2  additional  legal 

remodeled.  Breakfast  room, 

upgraded  from  top  to  bottom. 

eat-in  kitchen. 

units.  Susan  Ring, 

dining  room,  living  room  w/  BA, 

Dennis  Otto, 

Dennis  Otto, 

www.susanring.com 

1  car  parking. 

www.dennisotto.net 

www.dennisotto.net 

mmmm 
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www.pacumon.com  christie s 

SAN  FRANCISCO  |  MARIN  |  NAPA  VALLEY  |  SONOMA  |  CONTRA  COSTA  |  ALAMEDA  GREAT  ESTATES 


PACIFIC 

UNION 
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A  Trip  to  the  Bridge 

Continued from  the  Last  Page 

When  we  had  been  there  a  long  time  and  stood 
by  the  railing  looking  into  the  alligator  pit,  throw¬ 
ing  pennies  onto  the  backs  of  the  alligators  and 
crocodiles,  Chickie  suddenly  said: 

“I’m  gonna  throw  Little  Bit  in  there!” 

He  lifted  Little  Bit  by  his  legs  over  the  railing. 
We  knew  that  Chickie  was  joking,  but  Little  Bit 
didn't.  He  kicked  and  screamed  so  that  everybody 
near  the  pit  looked  at  us.  Me  and  Reynaldo  smiled 
at  Little  Bit  taking  everything  so  seriously.  Then 
he  gave  Chickie  an  unexpected  kick,  and  Chickie 
let  go.  Little  Bit  fell  right  into  the  pit  where  all  the 
alligators  and  crocodiles  were.  He  landed  on  a  soft 
dirt  mound  where  there  were  a  lot  of  ferns  so  the 
alligators  didn’t  notice  he  was  there  right  away. 
Chickie  got  so  excited  that  instead  of  being  calm 
about  Little  Bit’s  falling  in,  he  jumped  in  right 
after  him.  I  think  the  crocodiles  and  alligators 
noticed  Chickie  because  they  started  to  move 
around  right  after  he  landed  and  hugged  Little  Bit. 
Both  of  them  screamed  as  loud  as  they  could.  An 
alligator  that  must  have  seen  or  heard  the  scream¬ 
ing  and  moving  around  in  the  ferns  crawled 
toward  them  from  one  side.  It  crawled  very  slowly 
as  if  it  knew  exactly  what  was  happening  and  it 
opened  and  closed  its  mouth.  Then  Reynaldo 
yelled: 

“Watch  out,  Chickie  and  Little  Bit!  The  alliga¬ 


tor  is  coming  to  get  you!” 

They  both  looked  over  at  the  alligator  and  saw 
its  nose  pushing  into  the  ferns  where  they  were.  1 
didn’t  think  it  was  a  smart  thing  to  yell  out 
because  Chickie  and  Little  Bit  hugged  each  other 
tighter  and  started  to  scream  even  louder.  1  didn’t 
know  what  to  do,  so  I  shouted  and  I  took  off  my 
shoe  and  threw  it  at  the  alligator.  It  bounced  on 
the  alligator’s  head,  and  the  alligator  stopped  for  a 
moment  and  looked  around. 

When  we  had  been  there  a  long  time 

and  stood  by  the  railing  looking  into 
the  alligator  pit,  throwing  pennies  onto 
the  backs  of  the  alligators  and 
crocodiles,  Chickie  suddenly  said: 
“I’m  gonna  throw  Little  Bit  in  there!” 

By  this  time  everybody  watching  yelled  also.  A 
man  pushed  through  the  people  next  to  me  and 
jumped  down  to  where  Little  Bit  and  Chickie 
were.  The  alligator  was  getting  closer  all  the  time, 
and  the  man  picked  up  Little  Bit  and  handed  him 
up  and  as  he  turned  to  pick  up  Chickie,  the  alliga¬ 
tor  was  so  close  that  Chickie,  who  had  picked  up 
my  shoe  which  landed  near  him,  hit  the  alligator 
on  the  nose.  It  snapped  at  Chickie’s  foot  and  if  the 
man  hadn’t  pulled  him  away  he  wouldn’t  have  had 
one.  The  man  stumbled  against  the  wall  while  he 
held  Chickie  and  the  alligator  moved  up.  Just  as 
the  alligator  was  about  to  open  his  mouth  and  take 


a  bite  out  of  the  man’s  leg,  another  man  right  near 
me  wearing  a  suit  shot  the  alligator  with  a  gun 
three  or  four  times.  The  alligator  wiggled  wildly 
and  then  lay  still.  It  was  dead. 

The  man  in  the  pit  stood  up  and  handed 
Chickie  to  another  person  in  the  crowd  and  then 
they  pulled  him  up.  The  man  who  shot  the  alliga¬ 
tor  put  his  pistol  into  a  holster  under  his  coat  and 
when  some  men  with  uniforms  came  running  up 
to  him  he  said: 

“I’m  an  off-duty  cop.  I  always  carry  a  gun.” 

The  man  who  shot  the  gun  had  two  little  girls 
with  him  and  they  were  crying.  Soon  another  man 
came  and  asked  questions.  He  must  have  been  the 
head  of  the  aquarium  because  everybody  yelled  at 
him  at  once  and  he  said  why  didn’t  everybody 
involved  come  to  his  office.  When  he  made  that 
statement  a  big  crowd  moved  with  him.  Me  and 
Reynaldo  followed  him  from  a  distance.  As  they 
were  going  through  a  big  door  with  everybody 
shouting  and  wanting  to  know  what  to  do  and  the 
little  girls  still  crying,  Chickie  came  back  to  where 
we  were  and  gave  me  my  shoe.  Right  before  they 
slammed  the  door  to  the  office,  Little  Bit  slid 
between  someone’s  legs  and  ran  to  us.  We  all  raced 
out  the  entrance  of  the  building,  down  the  steps, 
and  through  the  paths  of  the  park.  We  came  to  a 
bus  stop  just  as  it  opened  its  doors  and  we  jumped 
on.  I  asked  the  bus  driver  if  he  was  going  near  the 
Golden  Gate  Bridge,  and  he  said,  “Two  blocks 
from  it.”  I  felt  safe  and  glad  that  we  were  really 
going  to  get  there.  ❖ 


t  NOVEMBER 

Is  Lung  Cancer  Awareness  Month 
LUNG  Keep  track  of  the  news  on  our  website 

auiance  lur>gcanceralliance.org 

Lung  Cancer  Alliance  888  1 6th  St.  NW,  Suite  800  Washington,  DC  20006 


SUBSCRIBE! 

The  U.S.  Postal  Service  will  deliver  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  to 
you,  but  you  have  to  send  us  some  money  first  so  we  can  buy 
the  postage  and  the  envelopes  and  pay  Helen  for  her  time. 

$30  gets  you  a  year’s  worth  (10  issues).  $20  if  you’re  a  senior. 
Send  your  check  to  us  at  1021  Sanchez  St.,  SF  CA  941  14. 


FLORA  GRUBB 


GARDENS 


The  Palm  Broker  and  Guerrero 
Street  Gardens  will  answer 
to  one  name  now — Flora  Grubb 
Gardens.  Yes,  Flora  Grubb 
is  my  name.  Makes  sense  then 
doesn’t  it?  Come  gr 
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ow  with  us ! 


FLORA  GRUBB 


GET  INTO  YOUR  GARDEN! 


Agave  victoria  regina  is  among  my  favorite  Agaves.  There  is  a  certain 
charm  to  a  plant  that  grows  really  slowly.  Slow  growing  plants  remind  me  that 
some  of  them  most  beautiful  and  important  things  that  happen  in  life  happen 
much  more  slowly  than  human  pace.  -  The  details  of  this  plant  invite  you  to 
slow  down  and  observe.  The  intricate  white  markings,  the  deliciously  symmet¬ 
rical  pattern  of  the  leaves,  the  beautiful  tiny  thorns.  I  love  that  it  unfolds  like  a 
flower  that  takes  twenty  years  to  bloom.  -  All  that,  and  the  Agave  victoria  regina 
is  perfectly  well  suited  to  San  Francisco.  It  will  thrive  in  the  ground  or  in  a  pot, 
it  will  even  grow  happily  in  a  sunny  window.  It  thrives  on  benign  neglect,  not 
requiring  much  in  the  way  of  water  or  fertilizer.  -  Because  they  grow  so  slowly, 
you  don’t  often  see  a  really  mature  Agave  victoria  regina,  but  we  have  a  few  of 
them  in  the  store.  Come  on  by  and  spend  some  time  with  them. 


PALM  BROKER 

EXCEPTIONAL  PLANTS 

GARDEN  FURNISHINGS 

GARDEN  DESIGN 
AND  INSTALLATION 


we’re  located  at: 

1074  GUERRERO  STREET 
(BETWEEN  22ND  AND  23RD) 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
callus  at:  415  648  2670 
WWW.FLORAGRUBB.COM 
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PARAGON 


Noe  Valley  $1 ,795,000 

This  wonderful  home  is  a  clever  blend  of  classic  beauty  mixed 
with  modern  elements.  The  entire  main  living  area  features  an 
open  floor  plan  with  hickory  floors,  including  a  spacious  living 
room  with  a  gas  fireplace  and  home  theatre  system.  The  adjoining 
dining  room  has  custom  lighting  and  enough  room  for  large  gath¬ 
erings.  The  stunning  eat-in  chef’s  kitchen  is  complete  with 
vaulted  open  beam  ceilings,  skylights,  leaded  glass  cabinetry, 
soapstone  counters  and  high  end  appliances  including  a  Sub 
Zero  refrigerator,  Wolf  range  and  hood,  Bosche  dishwasher,  and 
GE  wine  refrigerator.  Finishing  the  main  level  is  a  versatile 
bedroom/office  (wired  for  home  theatre),  %  bath  and  a  large 
travertine  deck  with  East  facing  views. 

The  lower  level  features  3  bedrooms  and  two  bathrooms,  includ¬ 
ing  the  master  suite  with  a  gas  fireplace,  separate  shower,  Japa¬ 
nese  soaking  tub  with  air  jets  and  access  to  the  sunny  patio  and 
beautifully  landscaped  yard.  Completing  the  lower  level  is  the 
home’s  laundry  and  direct  access  to  the  garage. 

Additional  information  @  www.520Jersey.com 

Sandra  Dyche-Maher  41 5.738.7029 
Joe  Marko  415.738.7076 


Eureka  Valley  $1 ,650,000 

Classic  Victorian  home  w/3BR,  2  full  &  2  half  BA, 
remodeled  kitchen,  FDR  &  formal  living,  &  2  additional 
rooms  for  flexible  use.  Period  detail,  high  ceilings, 
fireplace,  yard,  updated  systems,  2-car  parking. 

Leah  McKern  415.701 .2622 


Eureka  Valley  $1 ,550,000 

Spacious  &  stylish  3BR/2BA  home  just  blocks  from  the 
Castro  &  Noe  Valley.  Features  a  sun-drenched  chefs 
kitchen,  formal  living  room,  dining  room,  2-car  garage 
&  terraced  garden.  Visit  www.41 33-20thSt.com 
K.  Hansen  /  J.  Haywood  41 5.738.7239  /  701 .2625 


Noe  Valley  $1 ,450,000 

Contemporary,  open,  remodeled  3BR/2BA  home 
w/sweeping  City  &  Bay  views,  chef’s  kitchen,  open 
living/dining  area,  family/sitting  room,  bonus  room, 
view  deck  &  rear  yard,  and  2-car  garage. 

Jeffrey  Osteen  41 5.701 .2602 


Noe  Valley  $1 J  99,000 

Terrific  2BR/1  BA  home  w/wonderful  views  of  down¬ 
town,  Bay  Bridge  &  bay!  Living  room,  dining  room 
w/'deck  access,  &  updated  kitchen.  Landscaped 
garden  w/lawn,  flowers,  &  hot  tub.  One-car  parking. 
Jennifer  Post/Sam  Avery  415.701 .2606/2607 


Noe  Valley  $1,099,000 

Light-filled,  Victorian  era  home  w/warm  period  details: 
bay  windows,  high  ceilings,  wainscoting  &  hardwood 
floors.  Gourmet  kitchen,  living  room  w/original  hearth, 
FDR,  rear  garden  &  1  -car  parking. 

Kathleen  Taggart  415.738.7062 


Noe  Valley  $879,000 

Terrific  2BR/1  BA  home  features  recently  refinished 
hardwood  floors,  period  detailing  &  a  fireplace  in  the 
living  room.  Kitchen  w/built-ins  &  gas  stove,  FDR,  & 
breakfast  room  w/built-in  hutch.  One-car  parking. 
Jennifer  Post/Sam  Avery  41 5.701 .2606/2607 


Levi  Plaza 

415.738.7000 

paragon-re.com 

Civic  Center 

415.565.0500 
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Upper  Noe 

a  memoir/novel  by  dan  hallford 


With  the  2006 

publication  of  his 
memoir/novel  Upper  Noe 
(PublishAmerica),  Noe 
Valley  native  Daniel 
Hallford  brings  the 
neighborhood  to  life 
through  the  eyes  of  a 
child  in  the  1950s.  The 
interlinking  stories  follow 
the  adventures  of  a  group 
of  boys,  students  at  St. 
Paul’s  Grammar  School, 
as  they  roam  free  through 
the  red-rock  hills  of 
Upper  Noe  and  the 


bustling  streets  of 
downtown  San  Francisco. 
The  book  captures  a  time 
of  innocence,  a 
neighborhood  populated 
by  working-  and  middle- 
class  families,  and  a 
rough-and-tumble  spirit 
that  many  longtime 
residents  remember  with 
nostalgia. 

Hallford,  55,  now  lives 
in  Sacramento  and  is  a 
retired  parole  agent  and 
teacher  in  the  prison  sys¬ 
tem  (his  past  pupils 


include  Charles  Manson, 
Dan  White,  and  Sirhan 
Sirhan).  He  is  a  graduate 
of  Riordan  High  School 
and  an  alum  of  San 
Diego  State  University 
and  U.C.  Berkeley,  where 
his  draft  of  Upper  Noe 
was  awarded  the  Eisner 
Prize  for  Literature. 

Last  year,  he  published 
a  mystery  crime  novel, 
Pelican  Bay,  based  on  a 
true  story  and  inspired  by 
his  work  in  the  prison 
system.  He  also  has  a 


short-story  collection. 
Tattooed  Love  Dogs ,  avail¬ 
able  in  e-book  form  on 
www.  electronpress.  com. 

Of  Upper  Noe ,  Hallford 
says,  “I  wrote  it  in  part 
for  my  son  and  daughter 
who  grew  up  in  Sacra¬ 
mento,  so  they  could  get 
a  sense  of  what  it  was  like 
to  be  a  kid  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Back  then,  I’d  tell 
my  mom,  ‘I’m  going  to 
the  park,’  and  I’d  leave  in 
the  morning  and  meet  all 
the  other  kids  at  Day 


Street  Park,  and  we’d  play 
baseball  and  football  and 
wander  around  all  day 
and  not  come  back  home 
until  just  before  dinner.” 

Hallford  returns  to 
Noe  Valley  when  he  can, 
to  see  friends  and  relatives 
and  “to  hang  out,”  he 
says.  “Noe  Valley  is  a  spe¬ 
cial  place  for  me,  and 
over  the  years  I’ve  been 
glad  to  see  it  grow  up  and 
remain  as  vibrant  and 
alive  as  it  was  when  1  was 
young....  I  do  wish  there 


were  more  children  in 
San  Francisco,  though.  Is 
there  something  we  can 
do  about  that?” 

If  you  have  suggestions, 
you  can  tell  Hallford  at  a 
book-signing  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mystery  Book¬ 
store,  4175  24th  Street, 
on  Saturday,  Nov.  1 1 ,  at  2 
p.m.  His  books  are  also 
available  at  Cover  to 
Cover,  Phoenix  Books, 
and  Bird  &  Beckett 
Books  &  Records  in  Glen 
Park.  — Olivia  Boler 


A  Trip  to  the  Bridge 

A  Chapter  from  Upper  Noe 
By  Daniel  Hallford 

CC  T  thought  maybe  of  visiting  the  Golden  Gate 

JL  Bridge  today,”  Reynaldo  said. 

I  had  been  to  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  before 
but  only  with  my  parents.  I  thought  about  it  for  a 
while  and  I  asked  him  how  he  was  going  to  get 
there  and  he  said  the  bus.  I  asked  him  if  he  knew 
what  bus  to  take  and  he  said  yes  and  that  it  was 
easy.  It  sounded  like  a  good  idea  to  me  and  I 
decided  to  do  it. 

“Let’s  go,”  I  said  as  I  stood  up. 

He  said  to  wait  a  minute  and  asked  me  if  I  had 
any  money  and  I  answered  yes,  I  had  money  in  my 
pocket. 

“I  don’t  know,”  he  then  said  slowly,  “I’ve  got  to 
ask  my  mother  first.” 

I  was  surprised.  It  sounded  as  if  he  didn’t  really 
want  to  go.  Then  I  got  mad  at  him  because  it  was 
his  idea  in  the  first  place.  After  talking  to  him  for  a 
while  I  finally  convinced  him  it  would  be  all  right, 
and  we  walked  down  toward  the  streetcar  line. 

On  the  way  down  Harper  we  ran  into  Chickie 
and  Little  Bit,  who  were  playing  out  in  front  of 
their  house.  They  asked  us  where  we  were  going 
and  we  said  that  we  were  going  over  to  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge.  They  got  excited  and  asked  if  they 
could  come  to.  Reynaldo  and  I  looked  at  each 
other  and  he  said  that  it  was  okay  for  them  to 
come  if  they  had  money  to  take  the  bus,  which 
they  did.  I  didn’t  mind  Chickie  coming;  in  fact,  I 
was  glad  that  he  wanted  to,  but  I  was  afraid  that 
Little  Bit  would  get  tired  or  something  and  pee  in 
his  pants  or  start  screaming  for  some  little  thing.  I 
said  that  Little  Bit  couldn’t  come  because  he  was 
too  small  and  Little  Bit  started  to  cry.  After  crying 
for  a  few  moments,  he  screamed  and  ran  over  to 
me  and  bit  me  in  the  hand.  Little  Bit  always  bit 
people  when  he  was  mad  or  frustrated.  There  were 
small  teeth  marks  on  my  hand  but  it  didn’t  hurt. 
This  time  Chickie  told  him  to  shut  up  and  hit 
him  until  Little  Bit  fell  on  the  ground  saying  that 
he  would  shut  up.  Then  Chickie  turned  to  us  and 
said: 

“Let  him  come  with  us.  He  won’t  bother  any¬ 
body.” 

I  still  didn’t  want  him  to  because  I  knew  Little 
Bit.  Reynaldo  looked  at  Little  Bit  and  looked  at 


me  and  said  that  he  thought  it  would  be  all  right. 
Reynaldo  said  that  because  he  didn’t  know  him  as 
well  as  I  did.  But  since  Chickie  wanted  him  to 
come  and  Reynaldo  didn’t  mind,  I  had  to  agree.  I 
told  them  to  go  ask  their  mother  but  Chickie  just 
said  no  because  he  knew  she  wouldn’t  let  them  go 
even  if  they  did  ask.  We  walked  down  Harper  to 
30th  and  past  the  park.  Someone  was  even  playing 
tennis  on  the  tennis  court.  Little  Bit  and  Chickie 
didn’t  go  to  St.  Paul’s  like  me  and  Reynaldo.  They 
went  to  Kate  Kennedy,  which  was  only  around  the 
block  from  Harper  Street.  When  I  asked  them 
about  it,  they  said  they  liked  it  because  there  were 
no  nuns  and  priests  there  like  at  St.  Paul’s. 

We  went  into  Leo’s  Market  to  buy  food 
for  lunch  because  we  knew  it  would  take 
all  day  to  go  there  and  back.  We  each 
bought  small  wrapped  pies  and  cupcakes 
and  potato  chips,  and  Leo  saw  us  and 
asked  what  we  were  up  to. 

“We’re  going  to  the  bridge,”  we  said. 

“Good  luck!”  he  answered  and  laughed. 

We  went  into  Leo’s  Market  to  buy  food  for 
lunch  because  we  knew  it  would  take  all  day  to  go 
there  and  back.  Sweet  Boy  was  sweeping  the  side¬ 
walk  and  we  left  Little  Bit  outside  to  talk  to  him. 
We  each  bought  small  wrapped  pies  and  cupcakes 
and  potato  chips,  and  Leo  saw  us  and  asked  what 
we  were  up  to. 

“We’re  going  to  the  bridge,”  we  said. 

“Good  luck!”  he  answered  and  laughed. 

Outside,  Little  Bit  was  talking  to  Sweet  Boy.  I 
heard  him  ask  Sweet  Boy  where  he  got  the  broom 
and  how  long  he  had  been  sweeping  outside  Leo’s 
Market  and  I  realized  that  they  had  never  met 
each  other. 

“Sweet  Boy,  this  is  Little  Bit.  Little  Bit,  this  is 
Sweet  Boy,”  I  said. 

“‘Hello!’  they  said  to  each  other  and  shook 
hands. 

We  left  and  boarded  the  streetcar  that  was  going 
downtown.  We  stayed  on  it  until  we  got  to  where 
the  cable  car  was.  There  were  people  all  over  the 
place  and  we  walked  into  a  department  store,  the 
Emporium.  I  remember  going  to  the  Emporium 
when  I  was  younger  and  seeing  Santa  Claus  and 
asking  him  for  a  horse,  a  barn,  and  some  hay  one 
Christmas. 

After  walking  around  in  the  stores,  we  got  on 


the  cable  car  and  rode  it  as  it  went  up  the  hill  past 
Union  Square.  In  the  square,  I  saw  a  man  playing 
the  trumpet  and  a  few  people  watching  him,  and  I 
saw  a  man  talking  into  the  microphone  with 
nobody  listening  to  him.  Inside,  the  cable  car  was 
crowded  and  only  one  of  us  sat  down:  Little  Bit. 

He  was  sitting  on  an  old  lady’s  lap  who  thought  he 
was  cute  and  shouldn’t  be  standing.  At  the  top  of 
the  hill,  we  got  off  because  we  didn’t  want  to  go 
back  down  the  other  side,  and  we  got  another  bus 
that  went  even  higher  up  the  hill  and  over  and 
down  some  more.  We  didn’t  know  where  we  were, 
but  we  got  off  on  a  big  street,  Van  Ness,  and  got 
on  another  bus.  After  we  rode  for  a  while,  the  bus 
driver  announced  “Golden  Gate  Park”  and  we 
jumped  off.  The  bus  stop  was  next  to  the  park  and 
we  ran  into  it.  Reynaldo  was  the  fastest.  He  was 
hard  to  keep  up  with.  Little  Bit  was  the  slowest, 
and  since  he  carried  all  the  lunch,  me  and  Chickie 
held  him  by  his  jacket  and  pulled  him  along.  We 
ran  until  we  got  tired  and  then  lay  on  a  big  lawn. 
Soon  a  policeman  on  a  horse  came  by,  and  we  said 
hello  to  him  and  asked  him  if  we  could  ride  on  his 
horse  but  he  didn’t  answer  so  we  just  followed 
him.  After  following  the  horse  for  a  while,  we  saw 
it  take  a  crap  on  the  street  right  in  front  of  us.  We 
decided  we  didn’t  want  to  follow  it  anymore  and 
ran  up  a  trail.  Next  to  the  trail  was  a  hill  and  we 
found  a  little  path  under  the  bushes  and  we  found 
another  trail  and  ran  down  it.  All  this  time,  Little 
Bit  complained  that  he  was  hungry,  even  though 
nobody  else  was.  We  ignored  him.  He  started  to 
cry  a  little  so  as  we  got  near  a  group  of  buildings 
we  stopped  and  had  lunch.  We  sat  down  and  took 
the  food  from  Little  Bit  and  evenly  divided  it.  1 
noticed  a  lot  of  people  were  going  in  and  out  of 
the  nearby  buildings. 

After  lunch,  which  went  very  quickly,  we 
walked  over  to  one  building  and  stood  in  line  and 
paid  the  girl  at  the  counter  to  get  in.  Reynaldo 
said  it  was  the  aquarium  where  there  was  a  lot  of 
fish.  He  had  been  there  before.  Looking  around  I 
realized  I  had  been  there  before  too,  with  my 
parents.  Chickie  and  Little  Bit  said  they  had  never 
been  there  before  in  their  lives  so  we  showed 
them  around.  We  saw  all  the  fish.  We  showed 
them  the  gigantic  bear  that  had  once  lived  in  the 
mountains  and  we  saw  birds  and  deer  that  lived 
in  the  mountains  also.  We  saw  the  talking  fish 
and  dolphin  and  the  different-colored  snakes. 
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